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FADE IN Of: 


RED THEATER CURTAINS, dvawa shut. The kind found in 
Slassie sovie houses of yeoterycar, They slowly open, but 
gpl enough to, reveal’ So2ll' portion cf the seress.the 
film flickers to life, fading in on an old conic book... 


SUPERMAN. A BOY’S HAND reaches into frame and opens it, 
zevesling drawn conic book panels. The boy reads then 
aloud: 


LITTLE BOY (V-0.) 
on a distant planet orbiting a 
red sun, a wise scientist 
fradiouég hic world’s imminent 
destruction. Despite overshelming 
evidence, his pleas to evacuate 
She planét were ignored, leaving 
him and his wife no choice... 


He turns the page to a panel of JOR~BL and his wife, LARA. 


LITPLE BOY (V-0.) (CONT’D) 
yssbut to place their only son 

into. spaceship and launch it to 
gnother galaxy, in hopes of 

finding the child a new home. A 
child destined to becone Earth's 
greatest protector... 


Bs the boy's voice fades, PUSH IN ON @ panel. We once again 
hear the panel read aloud -- but this time by the voice 6 


TARA (¥.0.) 
But why Earth Jor-E1? they‘re 


primitives. Thousands of years 


JOR-BL (¥0-) 
He will need that advantage. To 


‘THE COMIC BOOK PANEL DISSOLVES To: 
INE. KRYPTON — HOUSE OF JOR-EL 

Footage from the 1978 version of SUPERMAN. JOR-EL and LARA 
place the baby ZAL-SL, into a CRYSTAL VESSEL. The footage 
is treated, almost black and white, seve for the child's 


blue, rod, and yellow garents. We're in 1.85:1, standard 
widesoresh format. 


LARA 
He will be odd. Different. 
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JOR-EL 
He will be fast. Virtually 
invulnerable. 


TARA 
Isolated. Alone. 


Jor-E1 holds up a gleasing WHITE CRYSTAL. 
JOR-EL, 
He wiTl not be alone. He will 
never be alone. 


He places it into the ship. And as the hatch closes with 
‘the boy in it, we hea 


JOR-BL_ (V.0.) (CONT’D) 
You will travel far sy Tittle Kal- 
el. 


Jor-E1 and Lara stand under a cascading shoyer of debris as 
the craft rises uprard and shatters the ceiling. 


JOR-EL_(Y-0.) (CoNT’D) 
4. sbat we will never ‘leave you. 
ven in the face of our death, 
the richness of our lives will be 
yours. 


EXT. KRYPTON - CONTINUOUS 


‘The ship flies above Kryptonian cities, avay from the 
Planet. 


JOR-EL (V.0.) 
Al1 that T have learned, 
everything I feel, all of this 
and Hore f bequeath you, ny son. 
‘Jou WHE rake lay stréngtn your 
own, see ny life through your 
eyes, as your life will be seen 
throigh mine. The son becomes the 
father. The father... the son. 


As the ship soars into space, KRYPTON’S RED SUN EXPLODES. 


Blackness. The familiar notes of John Williams’ classic 
melody runble to life. The aspect ratio opens wider to 2.35 
“= Cinenascope. MAJESTIC TITLES fill the screen, 
interspersed with DAILY PLANET HEADLINES tracing Superman's 
history, many written by LOTS LANE: 


“METEOR SHOWER BAFELES scTENTISTS” 
“CAPE KORDER STUNS CITY" 
x SYERT THE NIGHT WITH SUBERNAN” 
‘SUPERMAS STOPS CRIMINAL MASTERUNO, LEX LUTHOR” 
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VLEX GETS LIFE TEAKFS TO MAM OF STEEL: SWEARS REVENGE” 
“ASTRONOMERS DISCOVER RRYPTON IWTACT -- SIGNS OF LIFE 


And then we see the biggest headline of them all: 


“SUPER 


DISAPPEARS” 


More headlines folloy as the world is besieged with all 
manners of trouble: war, famine, crime. Soon, these 
Headlines push Supernan’to the back pages. Within a matter 
Of years, he’s ali out faded from public consciousness. 
Finally, 'we see one last headline 


WILL HE EVER RETURN?” 


End credits. It is silent. The tapestry of stare stretches 
Inco infinlly. ‘mit On SHAR aeons to nove, gliding pack she 
others. It abruptly changes course, now heading towards us. 


A gently pulsing GREEN LIGHT fills the corner of the 


IE, SPACECRAFT - SAMs TIME 


‘The green light grows, illuminating the inside of a suIP 
nade Of crystalline valls that look as if they’ve been 
wrown instead of built. A fine mist covers everything in a 
jaze. We move through the mist and enter a chanber with A 
CRYSTAL POD in the center. Through its shell, we see the 
Silhouette of A MAN laying inside. Asleep. 


Projecting a HOLOGRAPHIC STAR CHART. A gentle ALAR scunds. 


INSIDE THE POD, the ean stirs. With a brief HTSs, it opens. 


EYES open. Bright blue. Striking. The man sits up, cloaked 
in shadow. He breathes deep, now fully awake, and’ steps out 
gf the pod. Light washes over hin, revealing’ a powerful 
body ‘an@ raven black hair. Handsone. Every feature 
chiseled. 


Finally, the light reveals his face. To some, he is krown 
ag KAL-EL, but to alnost everyone in the world, he is 
SUPERMAN. 


lle is dressed conpletely in white -- a strange, unearthly 
material that blends with his ship’s environment. 


AT THE CONSOLS, Superman touches a crystal and the alarm 
Stops. Looking’ at the charts, he seers anxious. Hopeful. we 
ouchés the console, and THE ENTIRE WALL IN FRONT OF ETH 
changes from solid 4nd opaque, to corpletely transparent. 


Superman gazes at the heavens when something catches his 
eye: A MASSIVE DARK SPOT, blocking the stars. He touches 
ahotner crystal. The Lights inoide the ship fade, vhile 
outside. 
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EXE, DEEP SPACE - SAME TIME 5 


A MASSIVE BEAM OF LIGHT illuminates THE PLANET KRYPTON. Tt 
floats silently in the darkness, without its red sun to 
provide heat or lights 


INT, SPACECRAFT - SAME TIME 6 


upon seeing his howevorld, superman’s expression is one of 
wonder, hope and £ulfillnént, Did Krypton somehow survive? 


EXE. KRYPTON - SANE TIME 7 


‘The ship glides over the surface, and the remnants of this 
great civilization cone into view: cities, monuents, and 
Ganyons. Like his ship, they're all bora from the sane 
erystal technology, but while the ship glows bright, these 
Structures are dark and quiet. 


As the craft flies by, we linger on a cluster of ruins. 
‘Through fine cracks, A faint GREEN GLOW becones visible. 


INT. SPACECRAFT - SAME TIME 8 


Superman scans the terrain, looking for anything that 
Connects hin to this place: But something else is 
happening. He seems nauscous. His hand trembles. A single 
Dent off Sweat drips dovn his ‘brow. He tries to ight it 
oft. 


EXT. KRYPTON 8 


‘The ship moves through the rains of a huge DOME, descending 
into g Vase Canton of CRISTAE MoNOur ins deranged ina 
cizele. 


EXT. KRYPTON - VALLEY OF ELDERS - SAME TIME 10 


The ship moves past one of the structures, and illuminates 
a large HIEROGLYPHIC SYNBOL. Similar crests are carved into 
Surrounding nonoliths. The ship moves past them, then 
stops. 


PULL BACK from the cracked crystal relief, revealing it to 
be THE SUPERMAN CREST. The symbol of his Xryptonian 
heritage. 


INT, SPACECRAFT - SANE TIME a 


Superman is astonished. Never before has he seen evidence 
of hig famiiy’s fate. Suddenly, ‘the nausea becones a 
Gripping pain throughout his body. He leans forvard, 
bracing hinselé. 


‘Through the window, he sees a strange SHIMMER around the 
crest. It becomes Stronger. A FAINT GREEN LIGHT becones 
visible, radiating from cracks in the 8. It’s the ominous 
green glow of KRYPTONITE. 
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Alamed, Supersan pulls the ship avay, tovard the edge of a 
CLL EE but Instead of finding more Laid on the other sige 
SE the clife, the surface of the planet abruptly 81008. 
There is onl} a steep drop-off plunging into darkness. 


EXT. KRYPTON — SAME TIME 2 


PULL BACK to reveal that this isn’t the planet in ite 
entirety, but A HUGE BROKEN SHARD. And on the undersida is 
a layer Of Krypton’s mantel. Tt has beon irradiated, 
Glowing & pale, sickly yreeh ~~ ERYPTONITS. Hore than we 
fave ever seen! GIANT SEABS tunble and whi by. I7°S Al 
ASTEROID FIELD entirely composed of the deadly substance -- 
and bis ship is floating right into the middle of it. 


INT. SPACECRAFT - SAME TIME, 13 


The effect intensifies. Superman gasps in pain. He tries to 
pinch cosands into the console, but Ais hands are 
trenbling. Outside, thousands of pieces of glowing 
Kryptonite are hurtling towards him. WHAM! THE SHIP Is HIT. 
Superman falls. 


EXT. KRYPTONITE ASTEROID FIELD - SAME TIME aa 


The craft tumbles and spins out of control. Parts shatter 
and break off. But sosething strange happen. Tha crystal 
immediately GROWS BACK where it was shattered, repaired. 


INT. SPACECRAFT - SAME TIME a5 


Superman styucgles to his feet. Outside. nore kryntonite 
Smashes against the window, cracking it. Crystals Work 
guickly to repair the damages, but it keeps coming. tie 
Punches in a series cf conmands, and weakly utters one 


i SUPERMAN 


Superman takes one last look at Krypton. Now filled with 
ngthing but danger ard despair. Above the console, an image 
Of EARTH appears. As Suporman SLUMPS to che ground, he 
looks back at the sieeping pod and painfully crawls tovards 
ite 


EXP. DEEP SPACE - SAME TIME, 16 


‘The ship ROCKETS out of the asteroid field, narrowly 
avoiding MORE DEBRIS From the shattered planet. It pulls 
back, faster and faster, past another piece of the planet, 
and another and another: The ship speeds into the distance, 
and once again becones a small gloving speck anong the sea 
Of stars. 


DISSOLVE ‘tO: 


WORE STARS. But instead of the corie silence of wpa 
hear the familiar sound of CRICKETS, followed by quiat 
MUSIC. 
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EXT, FARM HOUSE ~ WIGHT a7 
We swoop downward, past a crescent moon, to A FARM HOUSE. 


cur tos 


A SCRABBLE BOARD, displaying the word ALTEN. A WOMANS HAND 
adds letters, créating the word ALIENATION. 


MARTHA (0.8.) 
‘That‘s... Saventy four points. 


BEN (0.8.) 
You're not doing 'a very good job 
of letting me win. 


INT. FARM HOUSE — KITCHEN - NIGHT. is 


BEN HUBBARD and MARTHA KENT, both in their sixties, sit at 
a table finishing up a gane of Scvabble. ‘the kitchen is 
cozy, filled with old mementos and a paoto of Martha with 
her Late imsband, JONATHAN. A DOG sleeps nearby. Ben 
tallies the score. Martha has 409 points, he has 70. Came 


waRTHA, 
I like my kitchen table and 1 
want to keep ity Ben. I'll let 
you win when we're playing for a 
hew bed. 


she stands up and Kisses nim on the neaa, passing py a 
FURNITURE CMIALOG, many pages of which are dog-eared. Ben 
looks at the open’page, which describes a ‘NEW VEATHERED 
MBEOGANY KITCHEN "TABLE? . 


MARTAR (CONT'D) 
Plus, explain to me how a table 
can be both weathered and... new. 


BEN 
There’s nothing wrong with new. 


MARTHA 
Nothing wrong with old, either. 
And this table's already 
weathered. 


BEN 
okay, okay. what's with the 
attachnont to a table anyway? 


Her eyes move to the edge of the table, where a child-like 
name 18 CARVED into it: CLARK. 


MRT 
1 just Like it, Ben. 1t has 
hiatory. 
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she trails off and turna to the window. It’s as if she 
hears something outside. 


BEN 
Martha? 


en looks down to see the SCRASBLE PIECES gently vibrating 
Boross the board, accompanied by a growing RUMBLE. S00n, 
Aeeeee Glasses, and Lighte otart te rattle and shake. The 
Gog perks up, whining. 


BEN (CONT'D) 
What in. 


he xunbling becomes A DEAFRNING ROAR, and through the 
gaou they see the clouds glowing a brilsiant RED. it 
ious brighter, untdl A MBTEON STREAKS ACROSS THE NIGHT 
Se re" hgads toward the horizon, and with a thunderous 
ghon and blinding flash of Light’-~ CRASHES INTO A DISTANT 
FIELD. 


hen inmediately heads across the kitchen and grabs a PHONE. 
Martha stands in the window, still stunned. 


Ren starts to dial, but can’t get a signal. le looks up to 
Seo that Marcha has ker finger on the hook. 


BEN (CONT'D) 
Martha, what are yoa doing? 


qt's alright, Ben. 


BEN 
but you saw that -- 


MARTHA 

it's just a meteorite, Sometimes 
they burn dp in the atmosphere 
ane sometimes they make it all 
the way down. No need to trouble 
fhe Sharife about it. 


He looks at her skeptically. she checks her watch. 


MARTHA (CONT'D) 
isten, it's late. I had a nice 
dinner, and... 


BEN 
But-- 


MARTHA 
TL gee you tomorrow night, Ben. 
For Bingo. 


re 
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BEN 
martha. 


MARTHA 
(fiem) 
Tororrow. Bingo. 


She looks at him, stonefaced. He takes another look outside 
"and at her, afd sealizes what's happening. lle sighs and 
Shakes bis head. 


Ben 
A meteorite? 
She nods. 
BEN (CONT’D) 
Bartha xent, I knew you’d be 
trouble. 
EXT. FARN HOUSE - FONT PORCH - MOMENTS LATER 19 


Martha grins, waving goodaye as Ben pulls out of the 
driveway. Shd watchas him drive off, and her smile fades. 


EXE. DIRT ROAD ~ MOMENTS LATER 20 
A weathered pick-up trick speeds dow a quiet road. 

Ihr, TRUCK ~ SAME TIME a 
Martha anxiously stares out tne windshiela as ane drives. 
BED. CORMPIELD ~ MOMENTS LATER 2 
The truck pals yp sext to a large cornfield. Martha gets 
Bela*Scorening the earth for hundreds of fects 
EXT, CORNPIELD ~ CRATER - MOWEWOS LATER 2 
Martha rushes along the trench, following SHARDS OF oR¥STAE 


DEBRIS, until she cones upon A SMOKING CRATER, The snoke 
clears, and she sees i 


SUPERMAN'S SHIP, or what's left: a large charred fuselage 
Surrounded by broken pieces, still glowing from the heat of 
re-entry. A similar sight to the day he first arrived. 


Horrified, Martha is about to climb into the crater when A 
HAND grabs her shoulder. She screams and turns just as... 


‘SUPERMAN COLLAPSES INTO HER ARMS, They both fall to the 
ground, He stares up at her, weak and injured, uttering one 
Words. 
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SUPERMAN 
Mom. 


with tears streaming down her face, Martha Kent gently 
Gxsiies her son az he slips into uheonsciousness. 


‘hea we hear the voice of a very different OLD WOMAN: 
QLD WOMAN (V-0.) 
In spite of your past, I kiow 
you're a good man. 


SX. VANDERWORTH MANSION - NIGHT 24 


A STATELY MANSTON reste on a riverbank with a line of 
Beautiful cars in the driveway. THUNDER echoes. RAIN pours. 


IND. VANDERWORTH MANSION - GERTRUDE’S ROOM - NIGHT 25 


Wo hands vearing, patching NEDDING BANDS, bold each, other. 
he Cideey, wrinkled hand belongs to A WOMAN, while the 
Ghor hand belongs +0 an USSEBN MAN. She coughs. Her voice 
is weak: 


si SERTRUDE, (0-8-), 
.+-and all good men deserve a 
Second chance. Like ny dear 
Stephen, taken before his time. 


A FEASH OF LIGHTNING illuminates a portrait of the 
Gistinquished STEPHEN VANDERWORTH above the Fireplace. 


GERTRUDE (0-5-) (CONT'D) 
rom the moment I recsived your 
first leteer, T knew you veren’t 
Like the rest. 


WIDER to reveal we're in the lavish bedroom of GERTRUDE 
UANDERNORTE, heir to the Vandervorth shipping dynasty. 
She's in bed, hooked up to a dozen nedical devices. “THO 
hwy DOGS wearing DIANONDS junp up and down, wanting 
attention. 


GERTRUDE (CONT'D) 
You cane from nothing, and worked 
hard to get vhere you are, even 
if you wado a few mistakes along 
the way. Not Like those VILTURES 
outside, who never had to work a 
day in their lives. 


she spits the line out like vinegar. Outside, A GROUP OF 
PEOPLE POUND on the door. 


RELATIVES (0.8.) 
MoM! GRANOMAL OPEN THE ‘DOOR! YOU 
BASTARD! OPEN THE DOOR!!! 
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The nan gives her a hard pat on the back. once again, he 
Knows exactly what she needs. He gently strokes her hand 
and pashes ‘LAST ILL AND TESTANENT’ papers towards her. 


GERTRUDE 
You said that if T helped you get 
out of prison, that you'd take 
Gare of m2. And you have. You've 
Gone £0 adh for'ne. shove ne 
Dleagures T never thought were 
possible... 


ANGLE ON: The man’s other hand, fist clenching. Clearly, he 
pot up with a tot an this relationship, she, coughs god 
knows-what into her hand, then grasps his. He almost pulls 
away but thinks the better of it. Gertrude takes the papers 
in a painkiller-induced daze 


GERTRUDE (coNT’D) 
And that’s why you deserve what 
Stephen left for me. 

(beat) 
‘That's why you deserve 
everything. 


She starts to sign the will: Gertrude vander-- but stope 
abruptly, coughing. The relatives pound harder on the door. 
Sne continues signing, but stops again, coughing and 
aoking. 


GERTRUDE (conT’D) 
I love you... Lex Luthor. 


She smiles, and her heart monitor FIATLINES, SHE SLUMPS 
‘OVaR. DEAD, ‘The man panics, grabs her hand, ‘helping’ 
Gertrude finish her Signature. THUNDER runbles outside. 


He snatches the will and KICKS the dogs out of his way. He 
stands up, majestic underneath the portrait of her dead 
husband. ‘Exit Ais wedding band drops into her false teeth 
glass and sinks. 


INT, VANDERWORTH ESTATE ~ HALINAY - SAME TIME 26 


The door opens. Relatives stand back, aghast, as the man 
steps into the hall. He solemnly bows his head, almost in 
regret. Instead, he pulls off A'WIG, revealing’a slick bald 
head. LIGHTNING’ FLASHES, giving us Gur Lirst good look ats 


LEX LUTHOR. Just as suave and sinister as ever. Lex hands 
the Will to aman, and tosses the wig to a little girl. 


LEX 

You can keep that. 
(to the others) 

‘The rest is mine. 
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With a skip in his step, Lex makes his vay down the hall 
and signals to A BEAUTIFUL MAID dusting a large display 
fase containing A MODEL SHIZ. The wonan smiles, then drops 
fier feather duster and joins him, This is KITTY KOWALSKI. 


Lex starts to whistle “SYMPATHY FOR THE DEVIL" as the 
Phoned relacives watch them walk away. The Little gir 
$5RS°down at the wig in ner hands ad SCHEAMS. 


cur 70: 
ANE. KENP HOUSE - CLARK'S ROO! ~ PRE-DANIN a7 


CLARE KENT’S EYES open, looking up at SMALL STARS glued to 
the ceiling -- stuck there since he was a kid. THE DOG 
stares at him, wagging its tail. 


CLARK 
Hey boy. 


Clark xeaches for some clothes and painfully tries to sit 
up. 


PAN ACROSS FAMILY PHOTOS on the wall: taking a bath as a 
baby, a birthday party, high school graduation. Nothing out 
Of the ordinary. Just the Life of an all-Anerican kid. 


ourz7=D 28 
EX. KENT FARM - MOMENTS LATER 29 


Clark approaches the cornfield and looks around. he, farm 
hae fellen into disrepair -- machinery has rusted, and the 
field is overgrown. He breathes in the morning air and 
kneols down, Lanning his fingers through the soil... 
venanbering. 


FLASHBACK - EXT. KENT FARM - DAY 30 


Clark stands up, but now the field is full of tall ripe 
Gorn stake, We've back in his childhood; Clark is 15 years 
Sid. He looks out over the field, surveying the land, then 
Shiles wide and stares to RIN. He picks up speed, SPRINTING 
Ghrough the corn until he’s just a blur among the stalks. 


Clark yells and LEAPS. He sails over the stalks for a few 
feet akd lands, still sprinting. He leaps again, higher and 
farther this tine, landing teenty feet from where he left 
the ground. He runs even faster. Up ahead, Clark spots A 
WATER SPRINKLER in hie Way. He closes his eyes, and LEAPS 
AGAIN 


== launching through the air, impossibly high, THEN LANDS. 
beat. Clark looks around. He’s not on the ground. He‘ 


Tanded ON TOP OF AN OLD GRAIN BIN, He turns, antonished, 
realizing he’s a half mile fron the farm. 
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CLARK 
Wow. 


Clark gather himself and PUSHES OFF. WHOOSH! In a single 
leap, he soars over the entire field, and using the house 
as a’ springboard, Clark ROCKETS TOWARDS THE BARN... bat 
it’s coming up téo fast. He covers his face and SWASHES 
through the barn roof. 


FLASHBACK - TNT. BARN ~ CONTINUOUS 3 


Clark falls, bracing for impact. But there is no impact. We 
opens his eyes, totally fine, except he's HOVERING 
horizontally, ix inches above the ground. Avazed, Clark 
stands and DROPS AGAIN - but still doesn’t hit the ground. 
Noticing that his glasses fell off, he squints and looks at 
the ground, and his vision CHANGES. Clark suddenly realizes 
hers not léoking AT the ground, but THROUGH it. 


X-RAY POV: Beneath the soil-caked floorboards, be sees a 
small CELLAR, and inside is a strange eaa-shaped object the 
Size of @ crib, covered by a tarp. 


FLASHBACK - INT. BARN - CELLAR - MOMENTS LATER 32 
Light pours into the cellar as Clark opens the doors. He 


walks Sownstairs and pulls back the tarp, revealing & 
Starred CRYSTAL POD -r the ship he arrived in as a baby. 


A STRANGE GLOW emanates fron the pod. Dravn to it, Clark 
Feaches inside,” and rezoves an object: & MEER CRISTAL, “the 
same one that Jor-Bl placed in the ship long ado, it reacts 
So"RIS Couch, Glouiag Brighter. ‘The Ligne Fits hie eace- 
Hie stands up, and as he does... 


EXT. KENT FARM ~ CORNFIELD - PRESENT DAY 3 
we're back in present day, Clark lets the dirt fall from 


hig fingers and pats his hends. Dawn breaks, and the GLOW 
OF THE MORNING SUN washes over his face. 


THUD. An old baseba}l rolls to Clark’s feet. He looks down 
to sce THE DOS wagging its tail, ready to play. Clark picks 
up the ball, reaches back, and THROWS 17. The deg starts to 
follow, then stops, realizing the ball is sailing through 
the ail =-"and not’ stepping. ‘the dog looks at Clark, 


CLARK 
Sorry, boy. I'll get you a new 


Clark stares, at the horizon, thinking about what to do 
ext. He looks around =- spotting a pile of TOOLS next to 
the barn. 
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EXT, CRASH SITE - MOMENTS LATER 33a 
clark walks towards something off-screen, He stops. Tn 
Glare ween ae THE MASSIVE SPACECRAFT, still smoldering. 
REVEAL he's holding a shovel. 
HUNK! The shovel blade enters the ground. 

cur 10: 
Nr. BARN - MOMENIS LATER 3 
‘the barn doors open. Clark puts the shovel down, then valks 
he arn ctor of che barn. The floor is covered in dust 


x tne cen ef HOOSH! Clark BLOWS the debris away, zevealing 
Rie celler doors. He pulls them open. 


378 


INT, BARN - CELLAR - coNrINoUS aR 


sssand walka down the small staircase. He palis back the 
tarp. His childhood ship is still there, though the crystal 
is no longer inside. He gazes at the ship, when something 
nearby catches his attention: 


STACKS OF DATLY PLANET NEWSPAPERS, Years worth, 811 
addressed to Harsha Kent. Cuark sits cn the pod and picks 
bp a recent copy, He seans the front pags =~ no Feation of 
Bins jose typscal world news. 


Using hig XRAY, VISION, he quickly scans through stacks of 
papers, We catch glimpses of the articles. Stories about 
War, crime, terrorism. He reads through then incredibly 
fast, when'he suddenly stops. A HEADLINE catches bis eye: 


NY THE NORIO DORSN'D NEED SUPERMAN 


Clark pulls this article fron the stack, and his eyes dart 
to 


sby bois bas 
He inhales sharply, and as he reads, we hear the voice of: 


LOIS LANE (V.0.) 
For five long years, the world 
has stared into the sky, waiting, 
hoping, and praying for’ his 
return. fie have spent cur days 
gaking where he went. debated why 
fe tote, and wondered If he’s 
‘even alive. 


DISSOLVE TO: 


MOMENTS LATER - Clark takes the newspaper, dismayed. He 
closes the storage area and walks away. 


LOIS (V.0.) 
People have always jonged for 
gods, messiahs, and saviors to 
woop down from the sky and 
deliver then fron their troubles. 
But in the end, these saviors 
always leave, and we are faced 
ith the sane troubles that were 
there from the beginning. 


DISSOLVE TO: 


EXT. KENT PARM - BARN - MOMENTS LATER 38 


‘the dog trots across the farm towards the house. It has the 
Danoball in ite mouth. 


39 
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LOIS (V.0.) 

So, instead of facing then 
ourselves, we wait for the savior 
to return. But the savior never 
does, and we realize it was 
Better had he never cone at all. 


INE. KENT HOME - LIVING ROOM - THAT EVENING 39 


NEWS ANCHOR, (ON TY) 
in yet another nighttime siege of 
a Chicago bank, armed robbers 
evaded capture’ by... 


sitting on the couch, Clark changes the channel. CLICK! 
NEWS ANCHOR 2 (ON TV) 


:--a tornado ripped through a 
toan. 


NEWS ANCEOR 3 
ss.a family was held at 
ganpoint. ++ 


CLICK! The channel changes to a SEINFELD EPISODE. Click! 


NEWS ANCKOR, 4 
se:a high rise erupted in 
Hanes... 


CLICK! Clark turns the 7V off and puts down the renote. 
Bo’s mating a howl of careal, The newspaper, with, IOTS'S 
BEricLB sits’ solded nearby. ihings ere weigning neavi1y on 
his mind, THUD. The ball lands at his feet again. THE Doc 
fooks at him, ready to play. Clark smiles and puts the ball 
on the table. 


MARTHA (0.8.) 
Feeling better? 

Martha enters vith a laundry basket -- a familiar biue and 

red bundle inside. 


CLARK 
Getting there. 


wasn 
You just needed a good night’s 

sleep, that’s all. 
She places the laundry basket on top of the newspaper. 


MARTHA (CONT'D) 
I kept it for you. 


CEARK 
‘Thanks, mom. 
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She turns and looks out the window. 


CLARK (CONT’D) 
Don’t worry. T buried it this 
afternoon. 


Martha doesn't respond. She's still staring cut the window. 
CLARK (CONT‘D} 
Mom? + 


He stands and walks to her, and that‘s when seas the tears 
in his mother’s eyes. She was just too proud 20 show it. 
Clark hugs her tight, comforting her. 


MARTHA 
Five years. It was just so long. 
If your father was alive, he 
never would have ict you'go, And 
then suddenly you're here. 1 
almost gave up... 1 thought 1° 
Hever see you again... 


Beat. They hold each other for a long time. Martha regains 
her Strength, wipes her tears away. 


MARTHA (CONT'D) 
pid you find wma you were 
looking for? 


CLARK 
(ohahes his uwad 

I thought =~ hoped = it might 

still Be. 


MARTHA 
Your hone? 


CLARK 
‘this is my hone. That place. 
was a graveyard. 

(beat) 
qm all that’s left. 


MARTHA 
‘The universe is a big place, 

Clark. You never know sho's’out 
there. And even if you are the 
last *~ it doesn't ean you're 


She kisses him on the forehead, then moves to a small 
mirror and starts putting on earrings. He emilee, 
comforted. 
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CLARK 
I know, 


MARTHA 
When are you planning on heading 
to Hetropolis? 


CLARK 
Actually, I was thinking about 
Sticking’ around the farm. Ie 
wouldn't take much time for me to 
Tepaint the barn, raplant the 
elds... 


Martha continues getting herself ready -- puts lipstick on. 


MARTRA 
What about that girl you used to 
Like, “Lois Lane? ‘The one you had 
me send all those postcards to? T 
hava to adie, I got pretty good 
at signing your name-= 


Martha sighs. Tine for some motherly advice. 


MARTHA (CONT'D) 
You know, since you've Been gone, 
the news ‘hasn't been quite what 
i used to be. The xorld can 
Always use more... good 
reporters. 


CLARK 
All we need is 2 new belt in the 
combine and she’s as good as new. 


A Jong beat. Clark realizes what she’s getting at. 


CLARK (CONT'D) 
Nom, its hard for ne to live my 
Life... keeping secrets. 


She gently takes Clark's hand, 


Magra 
Clark, your father and I wanted a 
child’ so mach, and when you came 
to us, 


She smiles and glances out the window. 
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waRTHA (CONT'D) 
well, mich the way you did 
jast nignt. 

(beat) 
We knew that if aayone found 
Out... about you... or the things 
you Gould do, thay might take you 
Say. 2. or Worse. TE as a cectex 
your Zather and I gladly i 
with our whole Lives. 


CLARK 
I just don’t know if 1’ that guy 
anynore, I don't even know if 1'¢ 
he welesned back. 


manraa 
Your father used to cay that 

Were put here fora reason. Ana 
we ait know, 1t wasn’® £0 work on 


Ha sighs. He knows she’s right. But before Clark can say a 
word, there’s a KNOCK at the door. 


BEN (0.8.) 
vaxtha? 


Clark takes the laundry basket off the table, quickly 
putting it behind the couch ~~ out of eyesight. 


MARTA 


BEN HUBBARD enters with a bouguet of flowers, kisses tartha 
on the cheek. 


MARTHA (CONT‘D) 
Ben, you remember my son, Clark. 


Clark is speechless. He awkvardly shakes Ben’s hand. 


CLARK 
Mr. Hubbard. 


BEN 
My, my. The last tine I saw you, 
you were packin’ op for the big 
Gity. A lot skinnier too. So, you 
flew in last night? 
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CEARK 
What? 


Clark glances at Martha. what do I say? she nods, as if to 
say ‘it’s okay". 


CLARK (CONT'D) 
yeah. 


Still staring at her, Clark notices her dress and earrings. 


CLARK (CONT'D) 
Where are you going? 


MARTHA, 
It's Wednesday night. Bingo 
night. 


CEARK 
(realizing) 
You two... you're... dating? 


An awkyard beat. Martha glances at Ben, then gently pulls 
Clark into the adjoining dining room. 


No one willl ever 
zeplage yout father, ‘But, ven and 
jave found sonething special. 
Together. and, well, chis mighe 

all cone’ asa’ shock: 


Clark gives her a look: just level with me. Beat. 


MARTHA (cOND’D) 
I’m selling the farm. We're 
Moving to Montana. 


CLARK 
Montana? 


MARTHA 
‘The lekes are great, and we love 
the fishing. 


CLARK 
Fishing?! 

MaRTHA 
Clark, you've been gone a long 
‘time... 


(wore) 


40 
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MARTHA (cont’n) 
=+,and not even you can stop the 
orld eon spinning. 


she kisses him on the forehead. 


MARTEA (CONT’D) 
We'll talk more tomorrow, Don’t 
wait up, 


Ben joins her at the door. 
“BEN 
e*e good to see you again, 
Clark. Welcome beck. 


Clark watches them leave, then sits down, staring at the 
BASEBALL sitting next to'Lois’ article. with a heavy sigh, 
he SPINS the ball. 


EXT. ARCTIC OCEAN - DAY 40 


WIND SHRIEKS. The air ie thick with enow and sleet. It's a 
raging ARCTIC STORM. 


‘HE BOW OF A SHIP crashes into frang, barrelling through 
icy waves. Tt rumbles by, and A NAME’on the Mull cones into 
View: THE GERTRUDE. Tt’s' the huge VANDERWORTH YACET, 
Sompiete with a HELICOPTER chained £0 the top deck. OPERA 
twusic echoes. 


INP. YACHT - BRIDGE - CONTINUOUS a 


A MCP WAVE crashes apainet the window. Metre on a leek, 
high-tech BRIDGE. It leans from side to side, rocked by the 
waves. A pudgy man named GRAN? is using binoculars, staring 
out the window, searching for something. 


WIDER. Revealing two more men: BRUTUS and STANFORD. 
Stanford is at the ship's controls. Brutus, the largest and 
teanest of then, is puking into a bucket. 


Stanford Looks dows at A SONAR IMAGE of the surrounding 
Qcaan, filled with icy land masses. Suddenly, there's a 
BLIP Showing a strange STRUCTURE not far ahagd. But just as 
quickly as it appeared, the blip is gone again: 

Stanford nods to Grant, who presses an INTERCOM button. 


GRANT (INTO INTERCOM) 
Me, Luthor? 


No answer. All he can hear is the OPERA MUSIC blaring. 
Grant looks at the other men. They just shrug. 


EXT. YACHT = STAIRWELL - MOMENTS LATER 42 


WIND AND RATN batter Grant as he exits the bridge and heads 
dovn the stairs, holding onto a railing. He opens a door. 
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INT. YACHT — VARIOUS CORRIDORS ~ CONFIIUOUS 


CAMCORDER POV: FOLLOWING GRANT through the opulent ship, 
txying so keep his balance while it rocks back and forth. 


THE MUSIC gets louder as he descends into the lover decks. 


THE PERSON BEWIND THE CAMERA is covering everything Grant 
is doing. annoyed, Grant swipes at the camara lens: 
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cra. 
Get that thing cut of ay face. 


REVEAL: Another “crey menber". A skinny, weasel of a nan 
naned RILEY. He checks to make sure the camera is okay, and 
Sontinues walking through the ship, videotaping everything, 


INP, YACHT — MAIN CABIN ~ SAME TINE, 4a 
‘The MUSIC is coming from inside this ron. 


Lex hums to the opera and settles into his chair to read a 
Book. Beside hin are sore books, halt read, with notes and 
pages tagged, all on CRYSTALS of VINERALS. His desk 1s 
littered with articles pertaining to SUPERMAN and the 
‘discovery’ of life on Krypton. The cabin is SPRAWLING: High 
ceilings, Library, grand piano, even a GLASS BOTTOM. 


KITTY is at the bar, pouring drinks. The yacht leans to the 
side, and the martini glass slices off and shatters. she 
grabs another, then hears the CLONP of Footsteps above. 


Erered 
Your “friends” give me the creeps. 


LEX 
Prison is a creepy place, Kitty, 
‘and one needs to Rake creapy 
*triends" in order to survive. On 
the inside, even ny talents were 
orth less’ than a carton of 
Sigarette: and a sharp piece of 
metal in ny pocket. 


she sets a martini down. Lex looks at it, annoyed. 


KITTY 
‘nat? 


Ee 
Is this the Fevard for the greatest 
Brininat and 9f our tine? For the 
Ean who pistentiy waited by 
Gersrude Vanderworth's bediide, 


feeding her prunes, reading her 
Dickens... 
(disgusted) 


washing her 


ie pauses. A remory crosses his mind that can’t be vocalized. 


EX. (CONT’D} 
+ ,-8ll_ 0 We could Live in the kind 
Of opulence @ girl like you only 
Feads about in magazines? 

(wore) 


‘RID SIDI ~ Dougherty © marcia 7/20/05 2D 


REvIsioNs 200. 


2X (CONT'D) 
18 this the reward, Kitty? 
(picks up the drink) 
(ORE) 
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LEX. (Conr'D) 
Avpartini with one, withered, 


Kitty snatches the martini back. 


Kitty clutches her hair, embarrassed. she walks back to the 


xInTy 
My nano is Katherine. And that 
wig makes you look old. 


LEX 
So does youre. Kitty. 


FIFTH DRAPT (LOCKED) 


a. 


bar, alnost knocked off her feet by the rocking of the 


ship. 


xrrey 
So ow that ve're owt in the 
aigdie of novhere, ‘aay tron 
prying eyes, does che oldest 
Bxininel mind of ovr eine think 
Tin'worthy of hearing his plan? 


LEX 
Snall doses for snall minds. 


Kitty slams another martini down -- FILLED with olives. 


LEX (CONT'D) 
‘Thank you, Kitty. 


KIEry, 
So what io iF? Clubbing baby 
seals or selling ice to Eskimos? 


TEX 
Do you know the story of 
Prometheus? 

(before she can answer) 
Of course! you don't. “Prometheus 
was a_god who stole the power of 
fire from the other gods and gave 
control of it to mortals. In 
essence, he gave us technology. 
He gave’ us power. 


KITTY, 
So, we're stealing fire. In the 
Aretic. 


BX 
Actually, sort of, You see, 
whoever Controls technology 
controls the world. The Ronan 
Empire ruled the world because 
they built roads. ‘The sritish 
Bnpixe ruled the world because 
they built ships. Anerica built 
the atom bomb. 

(HORE) 
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rae (cour'D) 

and 0 on and so forth. 
(beat 

Zz just want the sane thing 

Bronetheus wanted. 


marry 
sounds great, Lex, But you're not a 


GRANT descends the spiral staircase, dripping wet. 


pant 
We found sorething. 


1x, 
Gods are selfish beings who fly 
ground in little red capes and 
dont share their power with 
(beat 
I don’t want to be a god, Kitty. T 
just want to bring fire to the 
Peres: 


Kitty looks at him with a hard stare. she doesn’t buy it. 


LEX (CONT'D) 
And T want my cut. 


omrs760 45 
EXT. ARCTIC LANDSCAPE - LATER 46 


THE YaCHD is anchored near an icy shore. Through shrieking 
ine and snow, Lex and his crew trudge across. the Landscape; 
STAMFORD leads. RILEY has his cancorder, documenting the 
journey. KITTY is shivering. Above thon, @ strange SWIRLING 
Sront Faces, 


Kitty reaches out and touches one of the ice columns, She 
Suddenly draws his hend away, surprised. The coluan is 
disforont, Taller, sroother~ she takes off her glove and 
touches it. 


array 
This ice is warn. 


Lex 
It's not ice. It’s crystal. 


Stanford locks back to see Kitty running his fingers over the 
erystal column. She then puts her fingers against her face. 
Stanford rolls his eyes = ard turns to Lex. 
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why is aay cory h 2 

Hy is a guy Like you with a gix 

like her? ¥ o = 
1x 


Why do beautifel women carry around 
ugly dogs, stanford? thy do paople 
volunteer with the mentally 
Ghallenged? Work in hospitals... 


Stanford waits for an answer, but there is none. 


xrrqy 
{£rom far behind) 
1 CAN HEAR Your 


a7 
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they clin a crest and stop. Riley lovers his camcorder, 
Gwexerack —- staring at an Unearthly STRUCTURE on the 
forizen Stanford raises a pair of high tech binoculars. 


STANFORD 
you were right. There‘s some kind 
of unnatural weather pattern 
Keeping it hidden. 


LEX. 
i'm always right. 


through streaks of wind and snow, THB STRUCTURE becones 
Gleover. Tt*3 the gize of a cathedral, with crystal 
Grehitecture reminiscent of Krypton. ft is Superman's 
FORTRESS OF SOLITUDE. 


EXT. FORTRESS OF SOLITUDE - LATER 
‘hey enter underneath towering crystal colunas. 


GRANT 
Wias this his house? 


Ley renoves nis goggles. He snaps his fingers and Riley 


Lex 
you might think that. Host would. 
But, no. He lived arong us. This 
is more of a monument to a’long 
dead and cutcasely poeereny 
Givitieation. 1t's where he 
Jearned who he vas, and whore he 
came for guidance. 


IND, FORTRESS OF SOLTTUDE - MOMENTS LATER 


‘they cautiously enter the fortress, gawking. It’s composed 
Of a large central chamber, with sttallez adjoining rooms. 


LEX 
(ubispers) . 
Possibilities... possibilities 


Kitty gazes at A TALL, ADJOINING CHAMBER, Oddly, a large 
Section of the wall is missing, like something huge grew 
there and broke off. 


KYDTy 
What's this, a garage? 
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Lex 
You'ze nct so Ear off, Kitty. the 
Leading theory is that he took 
off in a futile attempt co find 
his homeworld. 


Stanford stifles a LAUGH. Lex looks at him, cross. Kitty 
suspiciously looks at Stanford, then at Lex. 


Lex (CONT’D) 
Tf so} even he would have to rel 
ona Grafe of sone kind, and I'L 
bet Gertrude's last doliar that’s 
exactly what Used to be parked 


there. 
KITTY 

So, did be 
Ex 

pid he what? 
Kory, 

Take off for his homeworld? 
LEX 

(looking at stanford) 
Well... wa gave hina little 


puch! 


She sees Lex staring at the vast space, trying to figure 
Romathing ones There bs an ghwians technology hare. No 
Gentral console for one to “activate”. 


KITTY 
0 now what? 


Lex Looks high above and spots AN OPENING in the ceiling. 
He steps directly below it into a faint shaft of Ligh 
thinking. He carefully takes one step forward, then another 
and another. He alos seens to be counting tO himself. 


KITTY (coNT’D) 
You act like you’ve been here 
before. 


He rolls his eyes and raises 2 hand to shush her, then 
Stops at a PARTICULAR SPOT. Again, there is nothing 
ronarkable here. Not yet. 


WOON. Lex is bathed in white light, and the crystals at 
his feet start to GROW, stretching towards him. The others 
fetvously step baok, unglre of ‘hat’ happening. ‘Then ve 
Fealize that sonething is growing out of the ground—— A 
CONPROL CONSOLE sinilar to the one in Superman's ship. 


{t finally stops, and Lex runs his hands over it Like a 
concert planist. 
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We see that the console’s crystals surzound a larger 
Grystal-- THE FATHER CRYSTAL -- the same one Jor~E1 gave 
hE son, It gently pulses. 


hex grins at Kitty: told you I knew what I was doing. He 
Lifes up she FAmHER CRySTAL and adaires it -~ below is, an 
array of openings in the panel, Lex inserts the crystal 
into the largest, highest opening —- ¢ perfect £i¢. 


sHAYsS OF LIGHT illuminate the entixe foreress, NHISPERING 


@choes from every direction, and the illumination in the 
colunns siddenly coagbiates’ into multiple ghostly faces of: 


49 


ED SW - vougterty & Harris 7/4/05 2uD YeStOW REVISIONS 25. 


JOR-EL 
My son... 


Kitty and the ex-cons step back in fear, staring at the 
ethereal images of Jor-El. 


KITTY 
no is he? 


You donot remember me. I ain Gor 
el. 1 an your father. 


od 
ssand he thinks I’m his son. 


oR-2L 
Embedded in the orystals before you 
if the total accumitation of all 
Heoracure and sckentstic fact tron 
jozene of other worlds spanning the 
Gnonty-eight known gatewies. 7 

ibe 
there are questions to he asked, 
and itis fine for you to do 29. 
Here in this roreress of solitude, 
ke shall try to find the answers 
together. 


KIEzy 
can he see us? 


abst 


JOR-BE, 
So, ny son. Speak. 


He eagerly turne his attention back to the hologram. 


rex 
Tell me everything, Pather. 


Lex looks down at the pulsing WiITE CRYSTAL -- and smiles. 


LEX (CONT'D) 
Starting vith crystals. 


EXT. SURFACE OF THE OCEAN ~ pay 


CANERA moves over the water, a few hundred feet above the 
surface, following # lying’ BIRD. 
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VWOOSH! 4 SEAPLANE enters frane fron below, and the camera 
FOLLONS T? towards the majestic skyline of the city of 
METROPOLIS. 


EXT. SKIES OVER METROPOLIS - CONTINUOUS (SAME SHOT) 


‘The seaplane banks to the left and we continue moving 
Towards the city, into the concrete jungle rife with the 
echoing sounds of cars and sirens... 


ENT, METROPOLIS STREETS - CONTINUOUS (SAME SHOT) 


ss;towarde @ YELLOW TAKT that has just stopped in front of 
a’ building. 


CAB DRIVER (0:8.) 
That‘1l be thirty four fifty, 
bud. 


‘The shot continues, moving back tovards the car’s TRUNK. It 
pops open dhe cab'driver cesches in and attenpts te remove 
Iwo LARGE SUITCASES, but he can’t even budge then. 


CAB DRIVER (CONT'D) 
Wagddya got in these things, 
eLoks? 


‘wo other hands reach in and effortlessly remove the 
Suiteases. Behind the man, we FOLLOW the two suitcases 
towards a large plaza entrance. Camera TILTS UP, past the 
man’s back, te reveal... 


HE DAILY PLANET. 
TINT, DAILY PLANET - ELEVATOR BANK ~ MOMENTS LATER st 


WE FOLLOW the suitcases over the large Daily Planet emblem 
fon the floor, into: 


‘HE DAILY PLANET BULLPEN - CONTINUOUS - (SAME SHOT) 


Reporters, assistants, and copy boys scurry about. Ringing 
phones, Televisions tined to news channels. 


We continue to follow the suitcases through the bullpen, 
clumsily knocking into one desk after another. People try 
fo avoid them. 


‘THE SUTICASES hit a particular desk and a CAMBRA falls 
toward the ground. IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE, the canera is 
caught with one hand by: 


CLARK KENT. Now wearing glasses and a suit. He 
apologetically puts the camera back on the desk, which 
belongs to: 
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amy 
careful, carefu-- 


CLARK 
sorzy, dimy. 


JMMY OLSEN (early 20s, clean-cut and conservative) looks 
up at Clark, beaming. 


amo 
Mister clark! 
(realizes) 
i mean, Kent! Mister Kent! 
CLARK 
i Sinm-~ 
omy 


OH Wow! On Ry God. Welcome bac} 
Hey, cone with mei No, wait. 
Doo't movel Stay here! 


Binny bolts off, leaving Clark: standing there, bewildered. 
lark steps a Little further into the bullpen’ and looks 
around, as if trying to find soneone in particular. Two 
reporters nearly trip over his suitcases. 


CLARK 
SOETY. GUYS: once) 

Still looking for a place to 
Live, Tf you know of anything 


‘They walk away, annoyed. It’s as if Clark isn’t evan there. 
He glances around. Gverything is familiar, yet different. A 
nostalgic smile creeps across his face, 


sey 
Behind you, Mister Kent! 


vimmy hands Clark a plate covered in foil. 


gieMy (cowr'D) 
Here. I made it myself. 


Clark peels back the foil. 


CEARK 
Tt Looks: 


«-:tevealing A CAKE. But the frosting has been smeared by 
gzubby fingers. Slices dug out. Icing letters now read “WE 
Ot ACK LARK". 
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CLARK (CONT’D) 
++ -delicious. 


mney 
Qh. I guess the other guys cot 
hungry: 


FERRY (0.S-) 
onset! 


Jimny turns to see PERRY WHITE. White-haired, early 
sixties, and clearly not happy: 


PERRY (CONT’D) 
Where are those photos from the 
66th Street bisthday clown 
massacre? 


TMM 

Right ayay, chiet. 
(points to Clark) 

Hey, ‘Look who it ist 


PERRY 
Kent? 


CLARK 
Hey, Chief. Thanks for giving me 
ny Job back... 


PERRY 
bun’ thank me Thank Nowm Palnor 
for dying! 

sno 
it was his time... 


CLARK 
Well I de appreciate it, Ch-— 


PERRY, 
(slamming his door) 
And don't call me Chief! 


Jinay reaches for one of Clark's suitcases. 


arene 
come en, let's gat you set up. 


‘THUD! Jinmy is nearly yanked to the floor by the suitcase’s 
weighe, He has to drag it using both arms. Clark starts to 
Walk toward the Cluster of reporter desks. 


JIMMY (CONT'D) 
Mister Kent? 
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Clark turns. Jimny is potioning toward the other end of the 
room. Confused, Clark follows. 


areety (cour’D) 
So Wow, you sure are lucky. 
Hitting the open road, 
hitchhiking around the world Like 
that. I can’t wait to hear all 
about the Peruvian Liana rodeo. 

° car 
Llama rodeo? 


‘They cone to a small desk. Jimny sets the suitcase dos. 


omen 
Yeah, I kept all those postcards 
you Sent. Hey, gotta run. 1/11 
check on you in'a bit, okay? 


cxark 
oh hey, do'you know where I can 
iawee 

But Jimny is already gone. 


CLARK (CONT’D) 
Lois? 


Clark eighs, looks at his desk. Tt’s empty, but next to him 
is a UASSIVE STACK OF NRHSPAPES, MAGAZINES, and JUNK —— 50 
much ctuffithat inva tan high far him to ane over into the 
ext cubicle. 


lie lifts up one of the massive suitcases and drops it on 
his desk. RUAN! The force shakes the vail of papers -- a 
HEAD rises from behind the wall of papers and GLARES at 
him. It's a woran in her sixties, cradling a phone. Her 
fae is POLLY. He smiles. She doesn’t. 


CLARK {CONT*D) 
Un... sorry... Hi. I’m Clark 


gent! 


She just gives him a dirty look. 


PouLy 
Polly. 1 renenber you, bat you 
don’t renesber ne. It's okay -- 1 
lased to be blonde. 
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But she’s still blonde. Polly disappears beneath the 
stacks. He glances to his suitcase, about to open it, but 
thinks twice. Looking around, he spots a JANITOR’S CLOSET. 


INE. DAILY PLANET - JANITOR’S CLOSET 52 


Clark steps inside and shuts the door. He sets one suitcase 
on the floor, and the other on a smali table. Flips it 
‘open. Inside’ are dozens of pressed suits and shirts. He 
Removes hooks and other items testing on BLUE FABRIC, chen 
picks up the last item -- A PHOTO of his mother and father, 
the Keats -- finally revealing what was underneath: 


A LARGE RED 5, embossed against a yellow diapond. ‘the 
‘SUPERMAN UNIFORM, cleaned and neatly folded by his mother. 
He cently touches the symbol, now just a reminder of his 
shattered hone. Discouraged, ‘Clark shuts the suitcase and 
cleverly hides it behind a storage cabinet. 


TIMMY, (0-8.) 
Hey, look “it's Tois! 


Clark's eyes widen. she’s here. He takes a deep breath. 
Composes hirsel#, Beat. He walks bak into the offices. 


INT. DAILY PLANET ~ BULLPEN - CONTINUOUS 53 


Clark walks briskly into the bullpen, but Lois is still 
nowhere to be seen. Confused, he notices Jinmy and Gil are 
watching something on a TV séreen. 


See -- right there, in front of 
the guy fron the Post. 


Of THE cv is 8 LIVE VIDEO EEE of 2 press conference taking 
place on-board a Bosing 777 in mid-flight. P.R. SPOKESWONAN 
BOBBIE-FAYE is at the front of the plane. 


BOBBIE-FAYE (ON TV) 
+..in the past, the space shuttle 
heeded twelve ihillion pounds of 
thrust just in its initial launch 
phage. By pigay-backing Me 
Explorer on this Boeing 777-~ 


AHAND shoots up, nearly blocking the screen. 


BOBBIE-FAYE (CONT“D) 
ves? 


‘A WOMAN stands up. A little nore mature than the last time 
we saw her, but just as beautiful and spanky as ever. Clark 
Stares at her, transfixed: 
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LOIS (ON Tv) 
Lois bane, Daily Planet. Pi 
backing ~~ is that oftioial 
terminology? 


BOBEIE-FAYE (ON TV) 
(annoyed) 
ves, Miss zane. Tt is. 


{OTS (ON 2Y) 
(rapid-fire) 
You stated that this shuttle will 
usher ina nev era of travel 
enabling the average person to 
afford transcontinental flights 
via outer space =~ but can you 
felt us the exact price an 
"average person” will be expected 
to pay? 


RORPTR-FAVE. (08 2) 
1 think you'll find that answer 
Tn. your’ pease packet, ties Lane. 
Foot’ free' so. coke your time 
ooking or se. 


Finey smiles proudly. 


CHARK 
Jimny, what is this? 


It's the first dual-craft launch 

of a privately funded orbital 

Shuttle that uses on-board SRBS 

instead of external fuel tanks. 
(off Clark’s look) 

‘They're going to launch it off 

the back of a jet. 


CLARK 
Sounds dangerous. 


om 
Olsen, I can't hear her. Turn it 
up! 


Jinny grabs the remote and tries to turn it up, but 
‘accidentally changes the channel to a live BASEBALL GAME. 


oxen 
sorry, sorry! 


As he tries to switch it back, Clark spots LOIS’ DESK. He 
wanders over. Jinny notices. 


54 


RED_SM - Dougherty & Harris 5/8/06 FIFTH DRAET (xoCHED) 32. 


INT. DAILY PLANET - BULLPEN - LOTS’ DESK - conTINvoUS 54 


Her desk is cluttered with books, files, and nicotine 
patches. On top of the mess, Clark finds AN INVITATION: 


Clark beans with happiness for her. She's finally getting 
ne. He locke up to notice some feaned photoat Leis with 
her parents; her sister; Lois with a HANDSOME YOUNG MAN; 
Lois with a LITTLE BOY; Lois with the handsome young man 
AND the little boy. Clark pauses. Who are they? 


‘Then Clark notices sosething on the walls: a child’s crayon 
drawings. All addressed “To Mon". Confused, he grabs the 
photo, 16oking closer at Lois and these two strangers. 


omy 
He looks a lot older now. Kids 
grow up so fast. 


Jimny appears over Clerk's shoulder. 


orm (coNt*D) 
He’e evan Starting to look like 
his gother. Already takes after 
her too, eapecially when it comes 
to getting into trouble. 


, CLARK 


Beat. Jimty sees Clark's confused look, and realizes... 


anew 
oh gee. on no. You've been gone. 
peat) 3 
Fearless Zeporter Lois Lane is a 
moaay 
Every moscle in Clark’s body stiffens. ile CRACKS THE ERNE. 
coark 
sorry. 
ante 


Don’t worry, she has plenty. But 
I’m surprised she never told you. 


CLARK 
x haven’t really been reachable. 
Wait. she’s married? 
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oxo 
Yup, Well, ‘no. Wot realty. Hore 
LiEe @ protonced engagensits Bet 
doq't ask Mise Lane when they're 
Sylog the noe. 

fehlsoers) 
She Hates that question. 


Clark glances back at the IV. 


+ 101s (ou Tv) 
If this launch is as pivotal as 
you clain, why is fe Snly being 
Sovered by one news network? 


Clark sets the phote down, obviously bothered. 


Rreveg 
You alright? You look like you 
sould use a drink. 


CLARK 
It's almost noon, simay. 


ory 
You're right. 

(beat) 
Almost lunch hour. We better 
hursy. 


cur TO: 


‘THE SPACE SHUTTLE, Foaring through a bright blue sky, 
attached to the back of a BOEING 777 JEP: 


BOBBIE~FAYE (¥.0.) 
Now, when ve nit forty-thousand 
feet, the shuttle will detach, 

ascehd, and then fire the first 
Of two’ propellent systens: the 

Liquid fuel boosters. 


The shuttle does exactly as described, but the movenent and 
detail seem odd. Fuzzy. Almost like a’bad visual effect. 


A WOMAN suddenly steps in front the image, and we PULL BACK 
‘to reveal that we're actually int 


INT, JET ~ PRESS CABIN ~ SAME TIME 55 


and this is just AN ANIMATED VERSION OF THE JET, shown 
Ona large screan behind Shuttle Representative, Bobble 
Faye. ‘The demonstration continues as she excitedly 
explains: 
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EOBBIE-FAYE 
‘Then, when the shuttle reaches 
the Stratosphere, the insertion 
boosters will fife, sending the 
craft into orbit. 


ANGLE ON: Lois, staring out the window in a daze, almost as 
if she's renembering something from long ago. shé suddenly 
Shaps out of it and whispers to a reporter next to her: 


101s 
(whispers) 

3m sorry, did she just say 

‘sneertion boosters’? 


BOBBTE-FAYE 
(overhearing her) 
Yes, Miss Lane. I did. 


ors 
Right. Of course. 


hoig hides a smile, then sits back and looks out the window 
again. PULL BACK from Lois’ window, finally revealing... 


56 EXT. SKY = SAME TIME 56 


THE RBAL JET roaring through the clouds, and THE SLEEK 
SHUPTLE perched on top. TNO F-35 FIGHTER JETS follow. 


3 INT, METROPOLIS BAR, ACE 0/CLUBS ~ LATER 37 
Clark and Jisny step into 2 spacious mid-tow bar. rts 
empty, except for a Japanese business man passed out on a 
stool’ and BO ‘THE BARTENDER reading the paper. ‘They sit. 


CLARK 
Just water, please. Flat. 


Jinny gives him a strange look. So does the bartender. He 
knows heartache when he sees it. 


Bo 
You sure? 


Clark nods. While Bo pours, Clark notices the TY. It's 
tuned to the shuttle launch. 


CARR 
Actually... make that a beer. 
Please. 


Bo 
Anything else? 
CLARK 


(looks at the 1p 
Yeah. Isn't there a game on? 
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Bo grabs a remote, changes the channel to the BASEBALL 
aM. 


CLARK (CONT’D) 
Thanks. 


abl. ria 

No probien- 
ithen) 

ae dual? Jinay? 


Jieny eagerly nods and Bo puts down a heer AND a shot of 
whiskey. 


IND. VANDERWORTH MANSION — HALLMAY ~ AFTERNOON 


ONE OF GERTRUDE’S DOGS is curled in a corner, sleeping -~ 
Stripped of ite diamonds and gaunt. Ie suddenly perks up, 
hearing sorething. 


ANGLE ON: ‘THE FRONT DOORS. AN ALARM PANEL beeps off. Locks 
ghd deadbolts click. he dog growls. THE DOORE SAIKG OFEN 
Lex marches through the hall, flanked by Kitty and his nen. 
she's adorned with a huge fur coat and layers of jewelcy. 


KISTY, 
Ack. This place is so tacky. Lex, 
why are we back here? 


Lex 
Kitty, while you were doing your 
nails, 1 gas unlocking the 
Secrets of one of the most 
advanced civilizations in the 


Kitty spots one of Gortrude’s dogs, chewing on @ small 


Kraay, 
Hey, weren't there two of those? 


reoottt 
(ignoring her) 

You See, galfke cue clunky Earth 
bound methods of construction, 
the technology of Reypeon 
Saperran's Revenorids vas based 
on ranipalating che groveh of 
erystals. 


KITTY 
Sounds 1ike hocus-pocus to me. 


Ex 
Of courge. To a primitive mind, 
any sufficiently advanced 
Leennology in indiatinguishable 
from nag 
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BOOM. Lex opens a BASEMENT door and descends the staircase. 
IND, VANDERWORTH ESTATE ~ BASEMENT ~ CONTINUOUS el 


LEX 
Cities. vehicles. Weapons. Entire 
continents! ALL grow. 


‘They reach the bottom of the stairs. We can’t see the room, 
but the echo indicates that it’s large. 


LEX (CONP‘D) 
To think, one could create, 2 new 
world with such a simple, little, 
object. 


Lex renoves the WHITE CRYSTAL from his pocket 
shining crystal wo saw earlier in the fortress, 


the sane 


LEX (cONT‘D) 
It's like a seed. All it needs is 


water. 
xrtTy 
one (22) 
Like ‘Sea Monkeys. 
LEX 


Exactly, Kitty. Like Sea Honkeys. 
Lex turns the LIGHTS on, revealing @ sprawling MODEL TRAIN 
SET dotted with tiny people and cities. Even planes and 

jets circle above, suspended by wires. Kitty SQUEALS- 

INT. METROPOLIS BAR, ACE O’CLUBS - SAME TIME Gr 


BEHIND THE BAR, another bottle gets dropped into the 
recycling bin, joining seven others, 


Clark is barely buzzed. Jimmy can hardly hold his head up. 
ory 
Clark’s bean doing a little soul 


Searching fora few years. He saw 
liamas. i 


Bo 
oh yeah? Coming back must be 
tough. 

Coming back? 


Bo 
To work. 
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c1aRk 
Yeah. Well, you know. Things 
change. I ean, of course things 
change, but... sonetines things) 
that you never thought. could 
change. Look at Lois! A wonan 
like her... T thought she'd never 
settle dova... 


om 
Ef yot ask ne =, “cause, she’1) 
never say it ~- but I thirk she’s 
Still in’ love with you-kaow 
who... 


Jimy takes another drink 


Clark turns to him, intrigued. 
INT, VANDERHORTH ESTATE - BASEMENT — LATER 2 
CLOSE ON: A SUALL CHURCH on the train set. Kitty's long, 


manicured nails reach into frame, positioning email posple 
on the church steps, creating a Small WEDDING PARTY. 


everything. 
‘ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ROOM 


STAMFORD ig hunched over a workhecch, tania in hand, 
tooking through a large MICROSCOPE. 


EX 


Careful... Careful. 


MICROSCOPE POV: The blade of a miniature DIAMOND SAN 
touches the edge of the WHITE CRYSTAL -— and a miniscule 
piece is SHAVED OFP. 


Using calipers, Stanford picks up the tiny sliver and walks 
towards Lex, showing hin the slice. Kitty's not impressed: 


xIrry 
But it's so small. 


EEK 
Its not the size that matters. 
It's how you use it. 
krery 
Still using that line? 
Ex 
Funny. 
(eo Ritey) 
Are you getting this? 
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Riley aims his camera at Lex and gives the thunbs up. Lex 
Folia Ais eyes, and polate to Stanford, sho is delicately 
carrying the crystal sliver tovards the LAKE in the center 
Of the node! train set. 


Riley tums to tape hin just as Stanford's foot CATCHES on 
Scabies on the ground, sending hin FLYING towards the train 
Set, arms fisiling. He tries desperately to keep the 
crystal sliver fron towhing the water, bue it's no-use. 
SEL calipers. and the cryetal eliver drip into the canter of 
fhe Take"as stancora falls to’ the ground 


When fe stands back up, he looks around ~~ everyone else is 
standing on the other side of the roon, having backed away 
from his and the train set. He glances into the lake to see 
the calipers UNDERWATER -- and immediately panics, racing 
back to join Lex and the others. 


‘STANEORD 
Sorry, boss. 


Lex stands silent, annoyed. Waiting... Beat. 


xrrry, 
Wow. that’s really somethin’, 
Lex: 

Lex 


wait for it, 


Beat. Nothing’s happening. 


LEX (CONT’D) 
Alright, Riley, shut off the 


RILEY 
But T'm getting it! 
Lex 
1 said shut Off the dann canera! 
Riley turns the camera off, and the train sot lights 
suddenly FLICKER and DIZ, S0 do the lights above. Everyone 
freezes. 


RILEY 
I think I did something wrong. 


Lex 
Ho... that wasn’t you. 


I THE MODEL LAKE, a REACTION BEGINS: the crystal starts to 
Goi. The water BUBBLES, covered by a thin layer of fog. 
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INT, VANDERHORTH ESTATE — HALLNAY 63 
he hallway lights DIE. 
INT. METROPOLIS BAR, ACE O’CLUBS - SAME TIME 64 


‘THE POWER DIES. Bo picks up the phone. Dead. He Looks at 
his CELL PHONE. It's dead too. 


20 
‘That's weird. Hust be a blackout. 


Clark lowers his glasses and turns around. He concentrates. 


X-RAY POV: outside, cars slow to a stop, some bunp into 
each other. 


Bo (0-8.) (CoNr*D) 
Want another? 


Clark blinks, rubs hie eyes, gots aia vision back to 
normal. 


CLARK 
sure. 


EXT. METROPOLIS STREETS - SAME TIME 65 


Skyscrapers and traffic Lights flicker off. THE DAILY 
PLANET GLOBE stops spinning. 


‘The blackout hits. A collective groan echoes. 
INT. MISSION CONTROL ~ SAME TIME 67 
Large screens display the shuttle in mid-flight. 
SHUTTLE COUMANDER (ON RADTO) 
Mission control, booster ignition 
is at T-Hinus one minute and we 


ate prepping to disengage 
couplings 


‘THE POWER DIES. The screens flicker off. 
INT, SHUTTLE - COCKPIT - SAME TIME 68 
A, grey of FOUR ASTRONAUTS aro strapped into soate. A 

WONTTOR displays the countdown untii BOOSTER IGNITION: one 
minute ~~ until their power goes out too. 


SHUTTLE CouMANDER 
Mispion Control? Cone in, over. 
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IND, JET - PRESS CABIN - SAME TIME 69 
‘THE LIGHTS FLICKER AND GO OUP. The engine dies. The plane 
DROPS. SUDDENLY, POWER IS RESTORED just as quickly as it 
faded, The plané levels. Bobbie Faye’s animated 
dexonstration continues. Lois and the others exchange 
nervous glances. 

INT. SHUTTLE - COCKPIT - SAME TIME 70 
‘The astronauts breathe a sigh of relief. 

wr, JER - COCKPIT ~ SIME TIME n 
‘he pilots check their readings, baffled but relieved. 

EXD. SKY ~ SRE TE PR 
‘The shuttie/jet levels off safely, back on course. 

IND. METROPOLIS BAR, ACE O°CLUBS - SAME TIME n 


‘THE Tv turns on. Poxer is restored. Jimy nurses a shot 
‘through a straw. 


CLARK 
When you said Lois was still in 
love tiith you-know-who... who did 


you ean? 
Jinay turns to hin and sniles wide, as if he knows who 
GITK Fealiy'Gss.+ our chen we teailee he's uaybo jusu a 
bie drunk: 

Bed 


Did you knoy I haven't had a 
pictire published in tvo months? 


CLARK 
Wo, I didn't. Did you mean that 
Yols is still in love with 
Superman? 


A long beat. Jinmy stares at Clark, bleary-eyed, confused. 


sree 
(drunk) 

Z don’t rexanber, saying that. You 

must be drunk, Clari 
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CLARK 
(sober) 

Actually, I’ve always had a 

pretty high tolerance. 


INT, VANDERWORTH ESTATE - BASEMENT - SAME TIME ” 


Riley's camera turns back on. Power is restored to the 
train set. Everyone loots azound, conused, but Lex 
continues ataring at the small lake, waiting. 


KITTY 
what's it? 


Lex 
Nope. Are you getting this? 


With shaky hands, Riley aims the canera, as the ENTIRE 
TASLE starts to RUMBLE. Tt begins sali, but quickly GROWS 
in intensity. Everyone stepe back as CRACKS begin £0 form 
in the model LANDSCAPE 


Throughout the train set, model cities and buildings break 
apart. A bridge collapses. Kitty's wedding party is crushed 
by the church steeple. Trains crash. The cracks grow, 
tearing through the landscape. Buildings shatter Like 
glass. Overhead lights explode, & PIPE bursts, spraying 
tater: 


ROOM! The sound of something smashirg inte the ground is 


quickly followed by a CRACK in the floor that travels up 
the wall and throuch the ceiling. Lex watches. amazed. 
IND. MISSION CONTROL - SAME TIME MA * 
FLIGHT DIRECTOR (INTO RADIO} * 
Explorer, not sure what just * 
happened, but it looks like we're * 
going to’have to scrub the * 
Zounch. * 
INT, SHUTTLE COCKPIT - SAME TIME BF 
SHUTTLE COMMANDER * 
Roger that. aborting booster * 
ignition. * 
Astronaut #2 opens a panel, flips svitches. * 
wpoosy STROMAL, #2 i * 
Sir, boosters are not responding. * 
We are still counting down for * 
ignition. * 


SHUTTLE COMMANDER 
can we release the couplings? 
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EXT. SHUPTLE/JEF - SAME TIME 75a, 
one at a time, the couplings FIRE but do not DISENGAGE. 
ANT, SHUTTLE COCKPIT - SM TIME 758 


ASTRONAUT #2 
Negative. 


LOSE ON: the countdown. The boosters are only seconds fron 
firing. The astronauts are horrified. 


SHUTTLE COMMANDER 
Mission Control, we have a 
salfunction, cah you do a renote 
override? 


awe. MrssrON CONTROL, 19 
A technician tries. shakes his head, concerned. 


FLIGHT DIRECTOR 
Negative, Explorer. Override not 
responding. 


EXT. SHUCTLE - SAME TIME 80 
THE BOOSTERS rumble and shake, emitting smoke. 
WE. JET - PRESS CABIN - SAME TIME el 


wonpie-raye continues, trying ce stay as upvuaL atid vali am 
possible, but Aer voice is tinged with a hint of anxiety. 


RoperE-FAvE 
Now, if you look out the right 
Sido you'll be able to see the 
Shuttle clin into the 
stratosphere, And if you-re 
iueky, vou Ray Rear the faint 

af the Zonie boon-= —e 


OOM! the cabin ie rattled by a deafening explosion, 
Thinking it’s the sonic boom, all the reporters applaud. 
All but LOIs. 


EXE. SHUTTLE - SAME TIME 82 


THE PAIMARY BOOSTERS HAVE FIRED, The blast starts to melt 
fhe Jet's tail, BOTH CRAFTS begin to rocket through the 
sky- 


Wr, JET - PRESS CABIN - SAME TIME 93 


lois and the others feel the jet rattle and Lurch forward. 
Bobbie-Faye is throw to the Floor. People acream, pinnod 
to their Seats aa they're bit by pounding q-forcen. Tit 
ROAR of the boosters and the sound of buckling metal are 
deafening. 
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INT. JEP ~ COCKPIT - SAME TDE 
THE AIRSPEED INDICATOR rockets. 
PILOT (INTO RADIO) 
May day, may day... boosters have 
fired aid we are noe disengaged! 
T repeat, we are not disengaged! 
men, erserON coWTROL — SAME 7mE 


he staff scrambles. Tt’s mayhes. 


INT, DAI PLANET - BULLPEN - SAME TIME 
ONE BY ONE, TVs all around the bullpen are interrupted: 
wal 
z;interrupt the regularly 
SGhedaled progran-~ 


re #2 
This just in. 


ov #3 
sjgthe spaugatal Sight of the 
Shottle Explorer appears to be 
experiencing extrenely serious 
technical difficulties. 


All across the bullpen, people approach the televisions. 
INT, DAILY PLANET - PERRY’S OFFICE ~ SAME TIME 


fihile looking over a copy of the paper, Perry hears the 
broadcast. He turns to a television in‘his office. 


INT, MEPROPOLIS BAR, ACE O’CLUBS - SAME TIME 


on the iV, the cane is suddenly interrupted by a NEWS 
FLASH. Clark and Jimmy perk to attention. 


REPORTER (ON 1) 
We're coning to you live from 
Cape Canaveral, where it seens 
there is-a problon with the 
Snaugural flight of the new 
orbital shuttle, Explorer. 
Reports are just coming in, but 
ierappears that the shuttles 
boosters have fired batore 
detaching from the jee, veering 
both craft dramatically off 
course and out of control. 


PUSH IN ON CEARK: The moment of decision. 
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smace 
‘ois is on that plane. 


Jimy turns back to Clark, but only finds a WAD of money. 
XT. MBTROPOLIS STREET ~ MOMENTS LATER 88 
People on the street are all walking in the sane direction = 
qugttbering at a store window full of tvs playing the 
disaster. Clark walks in the opposite direttitn, tomerds AN 
ALLEY. 

EX?. ALLEY — conrmmvous 90 
open Riciaegic tradition, Clark cuns tovard camera, ripping 


open his shirt to reveal’-— NOTHING. Just = unite ¢-oMeeee 
He'S his sust?! He panics, but quickly remembers, 


EXT. SKIES ~ sane THE an 


he jet is dragged upward, carried by the momentum of the 
shuttle’s thrusters, leaving behind A LONG TRATL OF suske. 


IND, JED ~ PRESS CABIN - SAME TIME 92 
CXYGGM MASKS drop from the ceiling. All of the reporters 

are buckled in, but Eobbie Faye crawls on the ciebe” 
punUIgL SRG tovdrd a seat. The g-forces are naking it nearly 
impossible. 

INT. DAILY PLANET - BULLPEN - SAME TIME 93 


be staff is so engrossed with the TV, that no one notices 
Clark enter behind then and step into the janitors clisce. 


INT. DAILY PLANET - BROOM CLOSED ~ MOMENTS LATER 34 


Ghark flips open his suitcase. ravesling the neatly cviudeu 
Suits no BEares at eZor“a wénaney alnoat hecieatiney 


ANT. DAILY PLANET - BULLPEN - MOMENTS LATER 95 


as door opens again, and a familiar figure steps out: RED 
BOOTS. Blue suit. Floving cape. 


SUPERMAN. 


He stands behind the staff, but everyone is so focused on 
Ebg 1 that no one notices’he’s thate. Superman catches’. 
Giiguse of is reflection in a window -- he's still wearing 
GLASSES. Oops. He yanis thon off, tosses them into the 
gloset, and'steps to an open window, WHOS! Supernan drops 
out. 


folly feels a breeze. she turns to find blinds flapping in 
kbe_wind. Thinking nothing of it, she turns back tb'the o. 
A, Second later, VWOOSH! Superman’ flies straight up pace cee 
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EXT. sky 26 


‘The shuttle and jet climb higher inte the stratosphere. The 
‘wo FIGHTER JETS try to follow but can’t keep up. 


INT, SHUETLE - COCKPIT ~ Moumwrs LATER 7 


‘The astronauts flip switches and controls, doing everything 
possible to detach the shuttle but nothing's working. 


SHUTTLE COMMANDER 
Entering Mesosphere in sixteen 
seconds. 


INT, Jer - PRESS CABIN - SAME TIE 38 
Dobbie-Faye tries to stand, but is imediately knocked off 
her fest again. Lois unbuckies herself, trying to reach 
INT. MISSION CONTROL ~ SAME TIME 39 
Mission Control hears nothing but static. 

FLIGHT DIRECTOR 


Explorer, Houston, UHF conn 
check. Do you read? 


‘A NAVIGATIONS OFFICER sees something else on the radar. 


NAVIGATIONS OFFICER 
siz! 


‘The flight Girector looks over the officer's shoulder. 


ELIGHT DIRECTOR 
what is that? 


EXT. STRATOSPHERE ~ MOMENTS LATER 100 
‘The Fighter jets do their best to follow, but they can‘e 

fly this high; Suddenly, whet sens like’ a THIRD JE 

appears pening then, Tt gers closer, and we realize St‘ 

Hot a jet<~ INS SUPERIMI. Be rockets pass then, heading 

for the shuttles 

INT. JED = PRESS CABIN ~ SIE TIME 101 


Lois reaches Bobbie-Faye and picks her up, grabbing hold of 
a seat with one arm, and Bobbie Faye with’ the other. 


EXD, SHUPTLE/JEP - SAME TIME 102 


Superman is getting closer to the jet. Almost there, 
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104 
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INT. SHUTTLE COCKPIT - SAME TIME 103 


One astronaut looks at the other, then at the console. The 
SECONDARY BOOSTER is counting down: 5-4-3-2-— 


EXT. SHUTTLE - SAME TIME 104 


SECONDARY BOOSTERS FIRE, blowing off the jet’s tail. BOTH 
GRAPTS ROCKET FORWARD wiile Superman is knocked backwards. 


EXT. MESOSPHERE - SAME TIME 106 
The shuttle is climbing tovard outer space, dragging the 

Jet uith it. the vast, Gurvature of the barth is visible 
elow, as is the blackness of outer space above. 


Superman tumbles, spins, then re-orients hinself, He takes 
@ breath and ROCKETS BACK TOWARDS THE JET faster than we've 


ever seen him fly. Suddenly -- BOOM ~~ he breaks the sound 
barrier -- BOOM ~~ he does it again, Closing in on the jet. 
INT. JET ~ PRESS CABIN ~ SAME TIME 107 


Bobbie-Faye and Lois buckle thexselves in. Lois straps an 
‘oxygen mask on Bobbie, then ore on herself. She breathes 

deep, trying to stay Calm. Outside, she sees the blue sky 
Fading into BLACK... then stace. SGddonly, suPERUAN sips 

Past the window. She does a doubletake. bid she just sce 

that? 


EXT. SHUTTLE/JET - MOMENTS LATER 108 
ANGLE ON: The couplings, still secured. 

WHAM! a BOOT SEAMS HARD on the roof of the jet -- thea 
ANOTHER. SUPERMAN'S HEAD rises into frame. IS HANDS press 
against the belly of the shuttle. 

Fighting wind and gravity, Superman uses all of his 

strength to PUSH it upward. THE COUPLINGS strain and 

Finally SWAP, detaching the tvo crafts. Superman lifts with 
all his night, sending the shuttle into the sky and avay 
from the jet. 

EXT. OUTER SPACE - SAME TIME 108 
With @ boost from Superman, the shuttle soars into space. 


INT. SHUTTLE — CocKPIT - MOMENTS LATER 110 


MISSION CONTROL (ON RADIO) 
Explorer, UHF corm check. Do you 
read? Over. 


SHUTTLE COMMANDER 
Ne have... Uift-otf? 7 nean, 
we're in orbit. Everything is... 
okays 


112 
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INT, JET - PRESS CABIN - SAME TINE aa 


‘The passengers experience a brief moment of calm. Peas, 
glasses, and nore loose itens start to float. For a second 
fe think we're in zero gravity, chen the oxygen masks SLAM 
against the ceiling, and TAR JET BEGINS TO PLUMMET. 


EXT. OUTER SPACE - SAME TIME 12 


Superman watches the shuttle in orbit, then turns to see 
the jet spiraling downward. Me dives after it. 


EXT. SKY - SAME TIE 113 


‘The Jet free-falls like a bomb, spinning uncontrollably. 
Smoke trasls bebind st. 


lying as fast as he can, Superman swcops behind the jet 
and GRABS ONTO THE EDGE OF THE RIGHT TKG. Fighting the 
gravity, he pulls at the wing, straining to stop the spin. 


He pulls harder but can’t slow the jet down. Tt's spinning 
too fast and hard. the wing strains, bends, and finally 
BREAKS OFF. Superfan tumbles wita the debris, then hovers 
for a moment, trying to re-orient himself. 


The jet continues plunmeting, arcing downward into a 
nosedive, Superman races after it. 


THE LEFT WING breaks off, turbling behind the jet on a 
collision course for Supérman -- WHBM! He breaks through it 
without stopping, shattering the wing into pieces. 


The horizon spins as the jet careens towards the ground. 
Superman races alongside the hull, shooting past the 
windows toward the nose, Astonished passengers gawk from 
insige. 


INT. JER - COCKPIT a 
‘THE ALTIMETER is at £ifteen hundred foot... tuelve 
hundred... 

EXE, SKY - SAME TIME 135 


Superman grabs onto the front of the nose, pushing against 
the jet, trying to slow and control its descent. 


EXT. BASEBALL STADIUM ~ SAME TIME ns 


POP! A BATIER hits a fly-ball. rt shoots straight up into 
the air. Spectators follow it, pointing at the sky, but 
their attention is drawn £0 SUPERMAN AND THE PLUMRETNG 
oer. 


aay 


us 


us 


420 


32a 


aaa 


124 


RED SUE - Dougherty § Harris 5/2/oe FIFTH DSAET (Locker) 48. 


EXE. JEP - SAME TIME nt 


Superman pushes against the nose, using every ounce of 
Strength ne has. I finally starts to slow. THEY FALL PAST 
THE STADIIN LIGHTS, past the junbotron screen. 


INT, JET - PRESS CABIN - SAME TIME a8 
nois closes her eyes. Passengers screan. 

EXT, BASEBALL STADIUN - SAME TuME as 
Players scatter to get out of the way. 


HIGH ABOVE 


Superman looks over his shoulder ~~ they’re directly over 
Gh baseball diamond and still failing fast. He braces 
Hinself aad gives she plane one last fassive PUSH. 


Bau Metal groans, as A WAVE OF KINETIC ENERGY ripples, 
fhroagn the Mull, travelling the length of the jet until it 


FINALLY slows to'a step -- only a few feet above the 
ground. 
IND, JET - SAME TIME 120 


‘the cabin jolts. People shriek, not sure what just 
happened. 


EXT. BASESALL STADIUM - SAME TIME lay 
SUPERMAN hovers over home base, holding tne jet straignt 

Up. Strained, he lovers it as Slowly and gently as 

possible. 

uur. Jer - sme TIME, 322 
ois and the passengers brace thenselves just as ~~ 

EXT, BASEBALL STADIUM - SAME TIME 123 
THUD! The jet hits the ground, kicking up clouds of dirt. 
Superuan steps back and takes'a deep breath. Exhausted. 
Spectators afd players stare et him in shocked silence. 

INT, JEP - PRESS CABIN ~ SAME TIME a2a 
stunned passengers slowly lock up from their seats. They 
hear the gound of groaning metal as THE DOOR 18 RISPED FROM 


Hg aINGss and tossed aside. he yellow rescue slite 
inflates, and Superman steps inside. 


SUPERMAN 
Is everyone alright? 


‘They nod, dumfounded. 


ws 
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SUPERMAN (CONT'D) 
1 suggest you all stay in your 
seate until medical attention 


He notices LOIS peeking out from behind 4 seat. She looks 
frazzled, but beautiful. Superman starts to walk tovards 
her. Reporters seep aside. She nervossly stands, comin 
face fo'face with the Han of Steel for the first tise a 
years. 


SUPERMAN (CONT'D) 
Are you okay? 


Lois opens her mouth, and for once, nothing comes out but a 
small squeak. Supercan smiles, and’ gently brushes aside 
sone of her hair, lightly caressing her cheek. 


Other reporters watch then together. A few whisper. 
Suddenly realizing tha everyone is staring, he gathers 
binsel® and addresses the othe: passengers# 


SUPERMAN (CONT'D) 
Well, T hope this little incident 
hasn't put any of you off flying. 
Statistically speaking, it's 
still the safest way to travel. 


ois just silently stares. With that, Superman turns and 
walks back up the aisle. lie glances Sack at Lois, then... 


EXT, BASEBALL STADIUM - CONTINUOUS 128 


Superman steps to the doorvay, gazing out over the 
audience, Cameras are ail trained on him. a CLOSE-UP of his 
fice comloates the stadium's junbortan screen. People are 
still too stunned to react, then..+ THUNDEROUS APPLAISE. 


WE, DATLY PLANET - SULLPEN ~ SAME ETE 126 
‘THE DAILY PLANET erupts into cheers. 

INT, DAILY PLANET - PERRY'S OFFICE - SAME TIME 126A 
Perry sighs, velieved, then pops an aspirin. 

TWP. MISSION CONTROL ~ SAME TIME 127 


SUPERMAN'S IMAGE is projected onto the screens. The Wissicn 
Control staff foots and noliers, 


EXT, METROPOLIS STREET - ELECTRONICS STORE - SAME TIME 128 


‘THREE DOZEN PEOPLE cheer in front of the store. ALL OF THE 
‘TVs show Superman from various angles. 
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INT, METROPOLIS BAR, ACE O/CLUBS - SAME TIME 


Vinny stares at the TV, wide-eyed and grinning. 
EXIT, BASEBALL STADIUM ~ SAME TIME 130 
Superman smiles. Then, V#OOSH! He soars into the sky. 


A second later, Lois makes her way to the door and spots 
Superan disappearing into the clouds, Beat. she manages = 
weak, Confused smile, then FAIUTS, slips down the 
inflatable yellow slide, and lands at the bottom. 


ENT, VANDERHORTH ESTATE - BASEMENT — MOMENTS LATER 13t 


‘WE MODEL CITIES AND TOWNS are in ruins. Tiny cars and 
People lay crushed in the ruoble. Alnost everything on the 
Erain set has been destroyed, riddled with cracks ard 
chasms. 

SHORE dissipates te xeveal the stunned face of Lox'e exou. 
THE ENTIRE ROOM is in shanbles. Water drips from broken 
pipes. Cracks have spread through the walls and ceiling. 
Lax sniles, looking down at sonething we can't see. 


2X 
Did you get that? 


Riley ig trembling, but still holding the video canera. 
RILEY 


WIDER to yeveal A HUGE CRYSTAL STRUCTURE has grown up 
‘through the train set. Tt has spread over the landscape, 
towering over the destroyed buildings. It’s almost 
identical to the Fortress of Solitude and Krypton’s rains, 
Jost smaller. 


Kitty bends down, looking UNDER the train set. the crystal 
structure has grown through the bottom too, with exystal 
tendrils piercing the ground below. 


KITTY 
Lex, your little crystal broke 
everything. 

Lex looks closer at the devastation, amazed. Intrigued. 


ex 
0 it did. 
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IND. DAILY PLANET ~ CONFERENCE ROOM - THAT AFTERNOON 132 


PERRY. 
WANT 70 KNOW IT ALLL 
EVERVEWINe! Olsen: T wanna see 
photos of him bathed in stadium 
Tights: Spores: how will eats 
event charge baseball? How will 
they get the plane out of chore? 
Travel: Whave did he go? was he 
on vacation? If so, where? 


ghe staff is packed into the room, writing down every word. 
Avchewed pen hangs fron Lois‘s mouth like a cigarette. 
Clark stares at her, but she hasn’t looked up yet. 


BERRY (COWT’D) 
Fashion: is that a new suit? 

Health: dhat’s he been eating? 
Has he gained weight? Business: 
How Will this affect the stock 
farxas? short term. Long torn! 


Beat. Perry stops. The staff just sits there, waiting. 


PERRY (CONT'D) 
Well, what are you standing 
around for? GO! 


‘the staff streans into the bullpen. 
INT, DAILY PLANET - BULLPEN - CONTINUOUS 133 


Los 
(whispers) 

Gil, how sany F’s are there in 

catastrophic? 


PERRY 
(interrupts) 
None. And what's the usage? 


Lois 
__ (reading) 

‘This mysterious electromagnetic 

pulse knocked out portable 

davices aid entire power grids, 

causing a catastrophic event 

daring the Aighly touted-— 


PERRY 
potefit ERP) 


ors 
Yea? 


PERRY 
In ny office. 


(then) 
(MORE) 
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és ZEROED) 
This goes for everybody. The 
story isn’t the blackout, it’s 
Superman! 


Ferry and Lois step into his office and close the door. 


Clark sits at his desk, and sniles at Polly. Her olun 
expression doesn't change. After a ronent, he tures and 
looks at Lois through the glass walls, and concentrates. 
Every sound in the office suddenly becones LOUDER, until 
Gertain roises are filtered out, everything but 1cis and 
perry’s voices: 
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LOIS (¥.0.) 

‘The story is the EMP, Chief. 
Every electronic device on the 
east coast yoos dark-~ 


IWE. DAILY PLANED - PERRY’S OFFICE - SAME TIME 134 


PSRAY 
Lois, there are three things that 
sell papers in this world: 
‘Tragedies, sex, and Superman. 1/m 
tired of tragedies, and you can’t 
write worth a damn’ about sex, 50 
that Leaves one thing. 

(points to 2 photo) 
aIM. 


Lois sighs, annoyed, when a MAN walks into Perry’s office -- 
RICHARD WHITE, Lois’ fiancee. He rushes to her, and just as 
‘they HUG 

WE, DAILY PLANET - BULLPEN - SAME rns 135 


‘JASON 
ore 


CLARK SNAPS OUT OF IT, and finds a FIVE-YEAR OLD BOY with 
coke-bottle thick glasses standing next to his desk. 


CLARK 
Hello. 


SOUP! whe poy taxes a Rit Orr an 1NKALEK. Clarx realizes 
that this boy is Lois’ son, JASON. 


JASON 
Who are you? 


CLARK 
z’m Clark. Kent. an old friend. 
o£ your mons. From before you 
were born. 


gasoN 
Really? $he’s never mentioned 
you. 


HARK 
Never? 


The boy shakes his head. 


ors 
Jason! 


Lois artives and wraps her arms around Jason. 
LOIS (conr’D) 


X told you to atay in dadey’s 
otf lor (ts 
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gason 
Daddy's office is boring. 


Clark looks up at Lois, suddenly flustered. He starners, 
unsure if he should stand, offer a handshake, or a hug. 
She bends down and kisses him on the cheek. Ke nearly 
faints. 


rors 
Clark! Welcons back! 1 see you've 
already met the munchkin. 


CLARK 
Yeah, we were just talk-- 


ors 
(to gason) 

Did you take your Vitamins? Bye 

Grops? Freventil? Poly-Vi-Flor? 


Jason nods after each one. 


JASON 
Yes, mom... 


ors 
He’s a little fragile, but he*1L 
grow up to be big and’ strong like 
his dad, won't you? 


Jason nods. 


Lors (coxr’D) 
(eurning) 
RICHARD? | 


CLARK 
I saw you on TV, in that 
(makes a flying motion’ 
with his hand) 
You're okay? 


ors 
oh yoah, it was nothing. Hey, can 
T borrow your stapler? 


She reaches past him and grabs the stapler. 


CLARK 
Sure. Oh, and congratulations on 
the... Pulitzer. That's 
incredible. 


ors 
Yeah, can you believe itz 
(eurns’ again) 
RICHARD! 
(mony 
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korg (con?'D) 
(back to Clark 
So, Ivana hear all about your 
ip! Where’d you go? What'd you 
see? Meet anyone special? 


CLARK 
Well, there’s just so muck. here 
to bégin really~ 


RICHARD 
You sereaned for ma? 


This is RICKARD WHITE, Lois’ long-time boyfriend. te picks 
Jason up into his arms. 


Hi daddy. 


tors 
Live got 20 sun out, Can you book 
his fla shot? a 


RICHARD 
Already done. 


ors 
Great, And Work, sone anity, magic 
fo get your uncle co stop givat 
me a hard time about my ereicle’— 
please? 


RICHARD 


Lois and Richard kiss. Clark shifte sncomfortably. 


Lors 
Again. 
Clark gently clears nis throat. 
LOIS (coNr’D) 


oh! this is Clark. Richard, 
Clark. Clark, Richard. 


Clazk extends his hard to Richard. They shake. 


CLARK 
Clark Kent. Mice to meet you. 


RICHARD 
Hi, Richard White. 


Lors 
Richard’s an assistant editor 
here who's basically saved our 
international section. we’s also 
4 pilot, and he likes horror 
movie 


(10 Wlohard 
Clark inves Wall, Clark. 
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RICHARD 
Great to finally meet you. I've 
heard so much. 
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CLARK 
(eyes Lois) 
you have? 


RICHARD 
Yeah, Jimny just won"t shut up 
about you. 


Clark lingers at the sight of Richard) yho he suddenly, 
Gealizes loaks so much like... him. Or Superman. Or both. 
Lois gives Richard and Jason Gach a quick kiss. 


Lors 
gotta run. 
RICHARD 
here? 
LOTS. 


You heard Perry, Superran’s back 
and he chinks 1 the only one 
equipped 20... nevermind. 


RICHARD 
To what? 


rors 
it’e nothing. 


RICHARD 
So don't Listen to him. 


01s 

I’m notl I'm going to the power 
plant. £0 look into the blackout. 
Seeya! 


RICHARD 
When will you be home? 


But she’s already out the door. Richard and Clark both 
stare as che lentes. Both obviously sharing feelings for 


RICHARD (CONT'D) 

No matter how close we are, that 

woman will always be a mystery to 
* (earns to Clark) 

hod fronily, she's a Little 
issed. I was out flying when s! 

Sase.. in trouble. Well, I’m sure 

Tii'be seeing you around the: 

office. If you ever need ne, I'm 

Tight over there. 


He points to a large office next to Perry’s. Richard takes 
agence at chark's screen. 
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RICHARD (CONT’D} 
what's that you're working on? 
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CLARK 
Obituaries. 


RICHARD 
But those people aren‘t dead yet. 


cuanx 
Yeah, but you know your uncle — 
ny fe. thlee ane thet eagle 
Segut banner he's Got over his 


desks. 
RICHARD (CONT'D) CLARK 
Always be prepared. Always be prepared. 
RICHARD 
Right. 


(hudges Jason) 
crmon, Kid. Say goodbye to Clark. 


gason 

Bye, Clark? 

CLARK 
Bye, Jason. 
cur 0: 
[A NEWSPAPER HEADLINE: 
‘NE MAN OF STEEL 18 BACK. 

EXT. VANDERWORTH MANSION - DRIVEWAY - DAY 137 


PULL BACK to reveal Lex reading the Daily Planet. Actually, 
he's just GEARING at the giant photo of Superman. Tt looks: 
Like he could explode in Fage. 


Kitty appears over hig shoulder and looks at Supernan’s 
photo. Her eyes go wide. 


KITTY 
Hell-on. 


fle Near a small YIP. Lex and Kitty look down to see 
Gertrude’s mangy dog staring up at then. 


Annoyed, Lex SLAMS the paper shut just as A bullet-ridden 
MINIVAN’ screeches to a Step in front of hin. 


Grant, Riley, Stanford and Brutus get out of the van, 


gyeaty and Slightly bruised. Lex efproaches, xesing'a 
finger over a dozen bullet holes in its side. 


Ex 
Run into troublez 


crane 
You should wee the other guys 
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Brutus opens the rear hold, revealing § LONG CRATE. He and 
Grant carry it toward the dock. Still angry, Lex makes his 
way into the yacht. 

IND. YACHT - CORRIDOR - coNTINUOUS 138 
Clearly agitated, Stanford races to catch up with Lex. 


‘STANFORD. 
So, what are wa going to do’ 


LEX 
You're going to modify it 
according t0 the plans and attach 
it to the stern. I don’t care if 
the instructions are in Russian. 


ANP. YACHT = MAIN CABIN - CONTINUOUS 139 


STANPORD 
you know what I mean, Lex. ties 
ot Stupid. How long do you think 
Tete going to take hin to exace 
all thac stsgé back to me-~ and 
you. He was supposed to die up 
there, tex. 


Stanford paces. Lex stares at itens spread across his desk: 
‘A BOOK ABOUT CRYSTAL GROWTH, VARIETIES OF CRYSTALS, A STACK 
Of NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC magazines. Lex clenches, obviously 
stressed. 


Gertrudé's dog, sniffing the floor. 


Infuriated, Lex hurls the newspaper at the aninal but 
misses. Tt sniffs, then squats and starts to urinate on the 
paper. 


Enraged, Lex snatches a heavy crystal off the desk, ready 
to hiri‘it at the dog, when he STOPS. His eyes go wide, 
staring at something on the urine-soaked NEWSPAPER... an 
article. 


‘The dog finishes its business. Lex bends down and picks up 
the vet paper. He smiles, and hands it to Stanford. 


Lex 
Stanford, you worry too such. 


Stanford looks at the stained article, intrigued. 


“WORLD'S LARGEST COLLECTION OF METEORITES ON EXHIBIT 
‘AP WETROPOLIS MUSEUM OF NATURAL BISTORY" 


Lex walks out of the room. 


BX (CONT'D) 
And find that dog a nice hone. 
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142 TNT, DAILY PLANET - ELEVATOR - EVENING wan 


tthe elevator ie packed vith passengers, all reading the 
Daily Planet with Superman’s photo on the front. 
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CLARK is cranmed into a corner, staring at LOIS on the 
‘opposite Side. wherever Lois looks, the photo of Superran 
BS" Staring back. Annoyed, she watches the Eloors count 


down. DING! The doors open. . 
242 INP. DATLY PLANET - LOWER LoBBY - CONTINUOUS uaz + 
Lois stops out of the elevator. Clark finally approaches. + 
CLARE 
Un, Lois? 
rors, 


Rey Clark. lows your first week 
back at Work? 


veay, TEE 
it’s okay. Kind of like riding a 
bike, T guess. 


sors 
1B bike? 
TAR 
‘Yeah, you Xnow-- nevermind. * 
242 A EXT. DATLY PLANET - STREET - CONTINUOUS Ma» 
LARK * 


Rut I was thinking... since T’ve 
gotten back we haven't really had 
chance 20 cateh up. Hould vou 
Gant to 


pag 
(interrupts) 
Hey, can I ask you something? 


LARK 
sure. 


101s 
Have you ever been in love? 


Clark almost starts to answer. 


LOIS (CONT’D) 
Ox at least.., have you ever met 
someone ané it's almost like you 
were from totally different 
Worlds, but you share such a 
Strong’ connection that you knew 
you were destined to be with each 
ther? But then he takes off 
without explaining why, or 
without even saying goodbye? 
(MORE) 
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OTS (cONT’D) 
(beat) 
sounds cheesy, T know. 


She steps to the corner, tries catching a cab. It’s futile. 


LOIS (coNz’D) 
TAXT! 


cuaRK 
Well... maybe saying goodbye was 
se.haad Pocause fhe didn. Koos 
whethér i€ would ‘be ye for a 
Little while... or goodbye 
forever. 


Lois doesn’t seen to be listening. 


CLARK (coNT*D} 

And maybe he had to go and he 
wanted to say goodbye, but he 
couldn't find the guts to do it, 
because maybe if he saw you, even 
one last tite... Nell, maybe he 
was afraid that if he'even looked 


at you just... once... he would 

never be abie to... igave. 
(beat) 

Maybe it was too difficult for 

hin. 


Lois suddenly looks up at him like he hit a nerve. 


Los 
Ditracunee 

{her eyes narrow) 
Difficult?! What's so difficult 
about it? Goodbye! Tt’s easy. 
What‘s so hard about saying 
goodbye? 


CLARK, 
Who are we talking about? 


LoIs 
Nobody. Forget 1 said anything. 
TAXT! 


She whistles and waves for a cab, while Clark looks around, 
awkwarély. He knows exactly who She's talking about. 


CLARK 
$0... do you want to grab a quick 
bite? catch up? My treat. 
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Lois tries one mort 
Uigeris. the sound ie loud aed pi 
fiers. A.CAB inmediately sereec! 


bors 

oh 1'd love to, but daddy took 
the car and it's ny tern to, 
"Gook” the family dinner, which 
neans T've gat just enough time 
to get back to the ‘suburbs’ and 
order the chinese food. 


CLARK 
suburbs? 


he ve mes 

yeah, we have a veally nice place 
On the river. You should drop in 
sonetine. 


CEARK 
I'd love to. 


is inpressed. 


ors 
wow, thanks. 


she climbs in. 


Lrg (coNr’D) 
(to the cab driver) 
siz kiversiue sive. 


she turns and looks out the open window at Clark. 


ors (conT’D) 
Génight, Clark. 


Clark watches the cab drive off. He sighs. 


CLARK 
Goodbye, Lois. 


EXT. MBIROPOLTS STREETS - VARIOUS - MOMENTS LATER 


60. 


fe time to get acab. Clark notices, and 
Groing. A small dog. 
hes to the corner. Lois 


sidewalks are craned with people heading hone. A breeze 


picks vj 
People 


A PIGURE appears on the ho: 


To 


F Seiange wind echoes between the buildings. 


ok ap, tzying to find the source of the sound. 


Aurting between and over the skyscrapers: SUPERMAN, 


ALI over the city, the peopl: 
overhead: a hot dog vendor, 


Seep A mother points him Out to hex young daughter. 


343 


witon, exuising through the airy 


fe of Metropolis see him soaring 
‘3 traffic cop, people at a bus 


1a 


as 


asa 


IN THE AIR 


Superman looks down at the people and smiles, then makes a 
Sharp Fight and heads out of Metropolis. 


EXT. RIVER - NIGHT 14a 


The noise of the city fades as Superman flies along the 
river. He looks down, gazing at rovs of houses on the 
shore. Spotting one, ‘he slows down. 


EXT, SUBURBAN HOUSE - CONTINUOUS 145 


‘1t’s a large suburban hone nestled near the riverbank. A 
SEAPLANE floats noxt to a small dock, which leads toa yard 
and swingsot. Lights are on. Superman quietiy descends past 
the trees, and hovers outside. 


Inside, he can hear the first few notes of “Heart & Soul” 
being Dlayed over and over again. He stares for a nozent, 
then focuses. 


X-RAY VISION POV: A child's bedroom on the second floor. 
‘The parents’ bedroon across the hall. goth are messy. 


Superman goes in for a closer look. 
INE. LOIS LANE’S HOUSE - KITCHEN 145A, 
ois is setting dova boxes of Chinese takeout while Richard 
forbles with chop sticks. Jason plays “heart and soul” on a 
small electronic keyboard. 


Kors 
Kung Pao shrimp. 


gason 
Min 


ors 

Mice try, kiddo, No peanuts, no 

Seafood, and dedinitely no ‘on= 

ee boxes for him) 
‘opens boxes for hin 

gust (P8ee"and snowgess for you. 


Jason sneers, goes back to playing on the keyboard. 
RICHARD 


hy do we get Chinese food if 
he’s allergic? 
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Los 
Because he loves the peas. And T 
think we all prefer egg rolls, 
over macrobiotic shakes. 


SRSON 
Mactobiot-ICK. 


RICHARD 
Good point. 


Beat. There’s an awkward moment of silence. Richard looks 
over to see Lois scooping out food for everyone, but giving 
herself a small portion. Sonething is on his mind. Beat. 


RICHARD (CONT’D) 
I've noticed you've been acting a 
litte different lately. 


Lors 
Have 1? 


RICHARD 
and I promised myself I’d never 
ask you about, this -- but now 
that he’s back... 

(beat) 
Your article... 


ors 
‘why the world doesn’t need 
superman?” 

RICHARD 
No, no == the other one -- fron 


years ago, before we met. 


LoIs 
Which article? 1 wrote dozens 
about hin. 1 was prectically his 
press agent. 


RICHARD 
'E Spent the Night With Superman’ 


LoIs 
Richard, come on -- that was just 
a title for an interview. Plus, 
ie'vas your uncle Perry’s idea. 


RICHARD 


No, no, no.-. it’s okay, I was. 


1s 
Richard, that was a long time 
ago. 
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Clearly you can tell by the trepidation in her voice, it 
was not long enough. Beat. 


RICHARD 
Were you in love with hin? 


ors 
He was Superman. Everyone was in 
Tove with him. i 


But were you? 


Lois turns -- stares directly at hin. 


ors 
Ro. 


145B EXP. LOIS LANE’S HOUSE - SAME TIME 1455 


Superman watches Lois and Richard, having listened to the 
tihele conversation. He Sighs, shed rises into che sey. 


146 INP, LOIS’ HOUSE - KITCHEN - saME TIME 146 


ois picks at some ¢ood, then muddenly stops and turns to 
the window, staring into thelr backyard. Bea 


RICHARD 
Lois? You okay? 


tois snaps out of it, turns back to the table. 
Lors 
Yeah. Sorry. Hey, didn’t 7 have 
four won-tons? 


She sees Jason stuffing @ won-ton into his mouth. She 
panics. 


tors (conz’D) 
ansont 


Lois and Richard dive, trying to snatch it fron his mouth. 
147 EX. SKIES OVER LOIS’ HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER 
Obviously bothered, Superman flies STRATGHT UP, rising 
above the city, Mubic fwells as we hear the fatiliar voice 
of: 
JOR-EL (V.0.) 
Sven though you vere teised as a 
hhunan being, you are not one of 
them. 


VWOOSH! He passes through a cloud layer. 
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JOR-EL (V.0.) (conr’D) 
‘They can be 2 great people Kal 
El. They wish to be... 


Superman rockets through another clovd layer. tle doesn't 
ery, but his eyes are welling up ~~ and it isn’t the wind. 


JOR-BL (¥.0.) (COND’D) 
they only lack the light to show 
thom tha way. For this reason 
above all, their capacity for 


VHOOSH! He passes through another cloud bank... 
‘EXP. ABOVE THE EARTH - SUPERMAN'S PERCH - CONTINUOUS 14a 


JOR-EL (V+0.) 
T have sent then you... my only 


Superman settles at the edge of space, hovering. Tt is 
fruiy majestic. He closes his eyes and bows his head, 
alnost as if maditating. ‘Then we realize he is actually 
EIGIENING. WE HEAR WHAT SUPERMAN HEARS: layers of voices, 
Fadio chatter, television signals, thunderstorns, 
EVERYTHING. The sounds cone quickly, overlapping’ —. 
building to a chorus. 


He focuses to filter out the more chaotic sounds, then 
hears it: A RINGING ALARM. He opens nis eyes, and with a 
feesrénl SONTC ROOM. Supeiman is Off... 


ourrreD aia 
ourrreD 149 
EXT. BANK - ROOFTOP - NIGHT 1as 


‘AN ALARM BLARES. THE ROOFTOP DOOR bursts open, revealing 
‘QasEE HEAVILY ARMED ROBBERS. They meet A FOURTH ROBBER, THE 
GumuBis, who is in the midst of assembling a large piece of 
Rachinery. A HELICOPTER site nearby, its blades alresdy 
Spinning. ‘The men throw the bags of money inside. 


ROBBER 1 
Sounds like @ lot of then down 
there. 


‘The Gunman just GRINS and reveals what he's been 
assembling: A HUGE TRIPOD-HOUNTED GATLING GUN. He swings it 
Ground, moving it towards the edge of the roof. 


‘CAMERA FOLLOWS THE GUN as it’s pointed down towards the 
street, revealing: 


SIX POLICE CARS positioned in front of the bank. 


1508 


1s0¢ 
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EXT. STREET - SAME TIME 1508 


‘The cops take their places and aim thei 
just. as—— 


weapons upward 


BOOOM! A HAIL OF GUNFIRE RAINS DOWN from the roof, but not 

+ They're GLOWING TRACER BULLETS, BOOM 
BOdu! BOON! The cops scatter for cover as their cars 
explode. 


EXE. BANK - ROOFTOP - SAME TIME 1s0¢ 


FROM ABOVE, we see the tracer bullets streaming downward, 
tearing apart the police cars in a matter of seconds, 


INT. BANK ~ STAIRWELL - SAME TIME 151 


‘TWO BANK SECURTTY GUARDS creep slowly out of a hiding spot 
behind the stairwell EXIT DOOR. Hearing the sound of 
guofire and explosions outside, the first guard turns to 
Bis partner 


BANK GUARD #1 
(nervous) 
you faady? 


His partner nods. They both raise their guns. 
EXT. BANK - ROOFTOP - conrINUOUS 152 


THE GUARDS BURST THROUGH THE DOOR AND FIRE. THE GUNMAN is 
hie Pu alles don’t ponotrao hie #1al 


HE SWIVELS THE GUN AROUND, aiming it right at the guards. 
OOH! BOOK BOOK 


WE FOLLOW TRACER BULLETS as they blast from the gun and 
tear across the rooftop. 


BULLET POV: closing in on the terrified face of ONE OF THE 
GUARDS. Suddenly, A BLURRY RED STREAK zips PAST THE 
BULLETS. ‘The stréak stops, and quickly comes into focus ~~ 
THE SUPERMAN SHIELD. 
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PING! PING! PING! THE TRACERS RICOCHET off of the exblen, 
PULL BACK, to reveal SUPERNAN IN HIS CLASSIC HEROIC POSE, 
hundreds of bullets bouncing off of his body. The other 
robbers hit the ground, shielding themselves fron the 
ricocheting bullets. 


Superman calmly walks towards the gatiing gun, deflecting 
more bullets. Suddenly-— CLICK ~ CLICK! it’s émpty. 


Panicked, the Gunman pulls out a PISTOL and aims it point— 
blank at SUPERMAN'S EYE. BOOM! He fires. 


CLOSE ON: The bullet. Tt exits the barrel AND BOUNCES OFF 
OF HIS EYE, then plops to the ground. 


ANGLE ON: the stunned robbers. 
ANGLE ON: Superman. He shakes his head. 

SUAS CUT Tor 
EXT. BANK ROOFTOP - MOMENTS LATER 353 
‘TeE POLICE OFFICERS burst onto the rooftop, guns raised. 
‘TaE CAPTAIN drops his jaw and lowers his weapon. The two 
bank guards are smiling at then. 


BANK GUARD 
what took you guys so long? 


WipEn. the helicopter’s propeller Leaily opine Like o 
tobile toy, revealing Gath ROBBER wrapped Gp in a different 
blade. 


154 


155 


156 


1s? 


ise 
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EXE. METROPOLIS STREET - SAME TIME 154 


A CAR SPEEDS OUT OF CONTROL, tearing through a city street. 
Inside, a WOMAN is screaming as loud as she can. 


INP. CAR - SAME TINE 155 


She frantically presses the brakes over and over again, but 
they don't work. 
* WOMAN (0.8.) 
SOMEBODY STOP THTS ‘THING!!1 


she spins the wheel, narrowly avoiding a business man, but 
it launches her ontd a sidewalk and straight for A CROWDED 
CEPY’ SQUARE. 

EXT. METROPOLIS SQUARE - SAME TIME 186 
‘The car crashes through an empty park bench, but doesn't 
Glow down. Pigeons Fly: she serene touders ‘closes ter 

eyes. 


People near a booth look up as the car _screeches tovard 
then. They SCREAM and try to get ou of the way. 


INT, CAR - SaME TIME 157 
‘The voran covers over her face, still screaming. 
‘THROUGH THE WINDOW, we can tell the car is not only slowing 


down, but NEOING UfWARD, vase Une park buniones Sod’ over a 
fountain. 


She finally opens her eyes and looks outside. From tere, it 
looks like the car is HOVERING over the square. 


2x2, CAR - SAME TIME ise 


‘The entize car has been hoisted onto superman’s shoulders. 
He holds ic over his head for a moment, in a vaguely 
familiar heroic pose, then gently lovers the car tothe 
ground. A crowd Swarts. Supersian opens the door 


159 
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SUPERMAN 
Miss, are you alright? 


She steps out. Her hair is frazzled and make-up smeared, 
but it 43 none cther than KITTY KOWALSET. Her eyes travel 
up his legs, his body, and finally to his face. 


kcrry 
(gasps 
syeoeets? 


She falls back. He catches her. A crowd gathers and a young 
feenage boy steps forward and points his PHONE at them. 
FLASH! 


SUPERMAN 
Im sorry? 


Kitty stares up at him, clutching her chest -- then 
Granatically poses as another FLASH fron the kid's camera~ 
Phone goos off. 


Heart palpitation! 1 have a heart 

palpitation... And a murmur! 
(winces| 

And my back ~- T think T ru 

a.-+ a cylinder. 


cured 


Supernan uses his x-ray vision, scans her body. 


SUPRRUAN 
1 don’t see anything wro 


KITTY, 
Please... take me to a hospital. 


She “passes out”. Superman looks around, Realizing the 
world is watehing, he obliges, lifting Kitty into the air. 


EXT. METROPOLIS MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY - SAME TIME 159 
‘A TOUR BUS pulls into frame. 
INT. METROPOLIS MUSEU - ENTRANCE - MOMENTS LATER 1598 


A PLASTIC DONATION BOX, filled with cash, reads SUGGESTED 
DONATION: TEN DOLLARS."A NICKEL is dropped in. 


MUSEUM GUARD 
rim sorry Sir, but we're closing 
incon teinuses. 


EVEN, LEX and his men strolling into the museum. They're 


Oddly dressed as TOURISTS. Stanford has a CAMERA CASE 
Sround his neck. 


Ex 
We only need five. 
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‘Lex continues onward while checking his watch, as if + 
waiting for something. + 


160 
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INT, METROPOLIS MUSEUM - DINOSAUR HALL - MOMENTS LATER 160 


Lex and the men pass one exhibit. after another waile BRUTUS 
‘and GRANT break away down a flight of steps into. 


IND, MEDROPOLIS MUSEUM - BASEMENT - CONTINUOUS 2608 


‘They turn another corner and find a BREAKER PANEL. They 
open it, finding dozens of switches inside. 


INT, METROPOLIS MUSEUM — MINERAL EXHIBIT - CONTINUOUS 162 
ex and stanford continue into an exhibit of CRYSTALS and 
GsusTONES. Riley lingers for a brief moment, longingly. 
Staring at A LARGE DIAMOND, but Lex pays no attention. He 
enters: 


IND, METROPOLIS MUSEUM - METEORITE EXHIBIT - CONTINUOUS 162 


ssa spectacular exhibit of METEORITES. They range in size, 
dhape;Pand color with the largest lit by a spotlight in the 
Genter of the room. It seons very special, until Lex wars 
fight past it, turning his attention to a back wall full of 
Snaller rocks. 

Lex checks hig watch, Opening the camera case, Stanford 
Yenoves vhat looks like a pair of HI-TECH GOGGLES with. 

Gisis for RADIOACTIVE SENSITIVITY, HEAT, etc... 

IND, METROPOLIS MUSEUM - MAINTENANCE HALL ~ SAME TIME 163 


Byntns checks hig wateh while Grant finds a MAIN SNITCH in 
the breater panel. 


INT. MEQROPOLIS MUSEUM - METEORITE EXMIBIT - SAME TIME 164 


Stanford turns on the goggles, tunes a dial, and hands them 
to Lex. fe puts them on. 


GOGGLE FOV: Nothing shows up. Lex looks at his watch and 
waits patiently, counting cow to himself. 


EXT, METROPOLIS MUSEUM ~ MAINTENANCE HALL - SANE TIME 165 
Riley and Grant ned, then FLIP THE MAIN POWER SWITCH. 
INT, METROPOLIS MUSEUM, METEOR EXHIBIT ~ SAME TIME 166 


THE LIGHTS GO OUT, Other museum patrons gasp, but Lex and 
his tion don’t nove. 


cocaze Fo: Everything is in near darkness 
meteorites all appear in deep shades of blue. 


the 


hex turns a dial on the side of the goggles, setting the 
Yevel of specific radiation. 


GoccLE POV: A single meteorite is suddenly ILLUMINATED by a 
faint, shimmering green aura. 


1660, 


BED SUN - Dougherty ¢ Warris 3/6/08 Pim REVISIONS GBA. 


In shadows, Lex grins. 
EK 
Bingo. 
In the darkness, ve hear the sound of GLASS SHATTERING, 
folloxed by a piercing ALARM. 
INT. METROPOLIS MUSEUM, METEOR EXHIBIT - MOMENTS LATER 166A 


‘The Lights come Back on. Lex and his men are gone. The 
museum visitors start making their wey toward the exic, not 
Aoticing that ONE OF THE METEORITES I WISSING. The placard 
where it once sat is marked ADIS ABAER, 1978. 


167 
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EXT. HOSPITAL ~ EMERGENCY ROOM ENTRANCE - LATER 167 


EMTs near an AMBULANCE gaze in vonder as Superman descends 
with the “unconscious” Kitty in his arms. she slyly opens 
one eye and checks her watch as they land. 


SUPERIAN 
Alright Hiss-- 


She abruptly wakes up and hops to her feet. 


xurry 
It's a miracle! Uy back, ry heart 
palpitation -- healed! what did 
you do? 


SUPERMAN 
Nothing, T just-- 


Kitty wraps her arms around him, squeezes tight. Beat. Her 
mouth inches close to his ear. 


xgrry 
(seductive) 
call'ne Katherine, 


SUPERMAN 
Katherine, T really should he 
going. 


$he eases off. Her hand slides down his back, copping « 
feel. 


errry 
Of course. Places to go, people 
to Save... 

(looks around) 
I know this is so tacky, but do 
you want to maybe grab coffee 
Sometine? 


Kitty thinks better of it, 


REPTY (cowr‘D) 
I’m sorry. Forget I ever said 
that. Thanks for your help! Bye! 


Kitty scampers off. superman watches her leave, puzzled but 
Hiattered, then iaanches into the aire 


‘VIDEO FOOTAGE FILLS THE SCREEN: alms 


Bio WNDOW WASHERS hang precariously from the edge of a 
broken platform on top of a large building, holding on for 
dear life. In the foreground, a German reporter nazrates 
the unfolding disaster behind hin. 
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GERMAN REPORTER (V.0.) 
Hallo. Hinter mir Kénnen Sic Se 
zwei Pensterunterlegschsiben 
hangen en fiir liebes Leben. 


The window washing platform suddenly BREAKS and the window 
washers PLUYMBT. WHOOSE! The reporsex turns to see AYRES 
STREAK zip across the sky... and the window washers seen to 
DISAPPEAR. 

The video cuts to the window washers, now being interviewed 
on the ground, their faces stained with tears: 


GERIAN WINDOW WASHER 
Br speicherte mein Leben. ich 
verdanke alles Superman! 
INP. DAILY PLANED ~ THE NEXP DAY 173 
Polly and Gil stare up at the television 


cin 
Tt’s Like this on every channel. 


He flips channels to prove his point. CLICK! 
ON TELEVISION: We see BLURRY SECURITY CAMERA FOOTAGE: 
‘BM A SHALL HARDWARE STORE, a thief robs a cashier at 
guspoint. As the frames step forward, the ean tucne at 
Sonething off-screen and fires rerestediy 

One frame later, his gun is missing. 


sthe next frane has hin entangled in power cords... 
sthen, SUPERMAN is shaking hands with the store owier. 


GEICKI An anchor delivers the day's news underneath A HAP 
‘Shee marks Superman's overnight feats with nis trademark 
ist 


ANCHOR (V.0.) 
jagReports flooding ‘Sh ‘trem 
tetzepolis, Rouston, Gothen, and 
as far avay as Cairo and 
Shanghai, this Ss just the latest 
in a’ sarien of oveiniaht 
appearances by the Hak | 

Steet a 


GUICKI The channel changes and we see a hone-video-canera- 
ghot WHIP PAN to a shot of the Eiffel Tower -~ MiOosd! A 
RED STREAK tears across the sky ~- tourists scream and take 
excited pictures. 
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BRITISH EXPERT (V.0.) 
Satellites have proven most 
Eneftective at tracking hin, with 
scientists telling us he is 
literally moving, 


CLICK! In suburban Japan, a TANKER TRUCK is on fire. 
Superman swoops in, easily blows it out, waves to the 
camera, and flies Off. 


JAPANESE REPORTER 

(suprratep) 
...facter than speeding bullets 
andi nore powerful than a 
Joconotive. 


WIDER: Reveal that all of the televisions in the office are 
displaying footage of Superman's feats from the night 
berore. 


CLARK enters to see that the office is transfixed by the 
broadcasts. He glances up a one. 


ON TELEVISION: OUTSIDE OF A DELI, TWO MBN are being Lead 
away by COPS while a reporter questions the DELI OWNER? 


MONTAGE REPORTER #3 
Sir, after he captured the nen 
trying so z0b your deli, ‘did he 


do or say anything? 
DELI OWNER 

he tried the hunms. He said he 

Liked it =~ and Superman never 


Clark hides a smile and makes his way to Perry's office. He 
passes by another broadcast: 


ON TELEVISION: PHOTOGRAPHS of Suparman saving Kitty are 
shown. Ne clearly see Supernan holding up her car. 


IND, DATLY PLANED - PERRY'S OFFICE - DAY a4 


CLOSE ON: ‘The SAME PHOTO, only Lois is holding this one. 
She flips to another, motents later, of Superman carrying a 
beautiful woman in his arms. We realize that it is KITTY 
KOWALSKI. She seors jealous, but feigns boredom. 


Lots 
zh. 


PERRY 
Bh? EHI? That's iconic! and they 
were taken by a twelve year-old 
with a canera phone. olsen, 
what‘ve you got? 
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Jimmy bands him A PHOTO OF A SKYLINE. Jimay points to a 
smali blur in the clouds. 


ome 
ie’s right ‘there, Chief. Look in 
the sky. 
tors 
It’s a bird, 
* PERRY 
Tt’s a plane. 


xv 
No look, it’s 


CLARK 
‘You wanted to seo ne? 


Clark stands in the doorway, holding a pad and pencil. 
PERRY 


Sit down, Kent. Let‘s talk about 
Sone half-tine strategy. 


Lois knows where this is going. Clark watches her every 


PERRY (COW2’D) 
Not long ago, superman and the 
Daily Planet’ went together itke 
beso ant evans master ee 
Sigteld ahd Roy!) tow T want 
that bond back? 

(beet) 
lois, T knoy you've been sneaking 
‘around working on thae blackoutss 


Lors 
Te wasn't just a blackout, chief? 
‘tt was ce1l phones, pagers, 
autosobiles, airplane: 


zeny 
abut every other paper in cown 
has thelr best locking fenaie 
Feporters on rooftops waiting to 
interview Superman, and none of 
thea have the history you to do. 
tors 

lihat? Not chief, Listen to nme. 
T've. done Superhane 

(eotrecting nezseie) 


Covered hin-- you know what T 
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PERRY 
Exactly! That makes you the 
expert, so you're going to-do him 
again. 


Clark tries to speak up, it’s futile. 
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rors. 
But there are a dozen other 
stories out there. 


PERRY 
Name one! 

Los 
Well... there was a maseun 


robbery last night. Even Superman 
misged that one. He was too busy, 
saving this... stripper! 


She slaps the photos down. Clark seems surprised -- r did? 


PERRY 
What/d they steal? 
LoIs 
‘A meteorite. 
PERRY 
Boring! Gil can handle it. 
omar 
Why don’t you guys track down Lex 


Luthor? 
Bveryone turns to ginny. 
SIMMY (CONT'D) 


his fifth appeal, and he’s got 
more bad history «ith Superman 
than anyone. Maybe he’s got 
something to say. 


PERRY, 
Luthor‘s yesterday's news. 
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rors 


No, I like that idea! Perry, 


Lek Luthor is a oa 


reer 
criminal wao nearly killed 


fim for God's sake! Just 


because Lex doesn’t Fly =~ 


yieabioid? Ke have plenty 
Of gossip. columnists equipped 


fo Gover Superman... 


rors 
30 give him to someone 


aid 
(thinks) 
polly! Give hin to Polly! 


‘GREE REVESTONS 4. 


CLARK 
_ (whispers) 

Jimys.. How'd Lex Luthor get 

out peigon? 


say 
(whispers) 

‘he ‘appeals court called 

Superman a3 4 witness- le 

wasn't azound. How much do 

You think that pisses off 

Superman now? 


CLARK 
(unispers) 
A lot. 


hey look out at the bullpen. Polly just glores at them. 


perry draws the blinds. The discussion is over. 


PERRY (CONT’D) 


(auietly) 


Lois? Super- Man. 


Lors 


What about the blackout? 


PERRY 
kent? Blackout. 


ors 


Great. Thanks, Chief. 


she storms out. Clark goes after her. Only Jinmy is left. 


PERRY 


What axe you standin 
for?! You're a copy 


around 
yy again if 


you don’t bring me one decent 
picture of his this week. 


oreo 
But Ch-- 


Perry holds up a finger. 


grimty_(CONT’D) 


T wasn’t gonna say it. 


175 TIRE, DAILY PLANET ~ BULLPEN 


175 


Clark follows Lois to her desk. She has her back to hin. 


CLARK 
Loin? t'm sorry, T didn't know=- 
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ors 
Here. 


she turns around, holding up a thick stack of FILES -~ her 
blackout research. 


LOIS (coNT’D) 
Take it! You wanted a way out of 
the obits? Here you go. 
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CLARK 
No, not really. Not if it’s going 


CLARK 
(takes the files) 

oh good, because T’d hate it if 

this dataged our relationship 


iors 
Relationshipt? 


ois sees a TV displaying an image of SUPERMAN holding up a 
Chain of TWELVE MOUNTAIN CLIMBERS. She rolls her eyes. 


JASON (0.S.) 
Moray! 


JASON runs into her arms. She sighs, suiles. Rubs his hair. 


RICHARD. 
(holds up a report card) 

He got an A in science, but aD 

in gym, so we're doing’ something 

right. 


ors, 
At Least one of us is. 


Richard notices Clark is holding Lois’ research. 


LOIS (coNT*D) 
It's Forry. ile just shoved 
Superman back into ay life. 


RICHARD. 
Well, honey, T’m sure you can 
find’ a way to interview Superman 
without bringing hin back into 
your life. 


ow V, a reporter is surrounded by people with binoculars 
Bnd telescopes, waiting for Supertan to pass overhead. 


REPORTER (ON TV) 
‘There's really no way around it, 
folks. Supernan is back in all of 
our lives! 


Richard sighs and tries a different approach: 


7 


BED SiN ~ Dougherty @ Harris 7/20/05 2mD BUP REVISIONS 76. 


RICHARD 
How about this -~ We'll stay late, 
get dinner ~~" 1/11 help with 
Superman, and you and Glazk can 
work on the blackout... together. 


Jagon’s inhaler wheezes, nearly empty. Lois instinctively 
pulls a new one out of her purse and hands it to him. she 
Gxhales and calms down. 


+ RICHARD (Ccowr’D) 
3s that good for you, Clark? 


CLARK 
Sounds swell! 


Beat. Lois and Richard look at him. Did he just say svall? 


gasou 
Look, mom, I got ny flu shot! 


re 
Did it nure? 


JASON 
Wot a bitt 


Lors 
‘That's ny boy. 


INT. YACHT — MAIN CABIN - HOMENTS LATER a7 


Classical music blares. Lex stares up at the NAUTICAL HAP on 
the wall for a nonent, then looks dow at another map rolled 
up in his hands, fo starts to unroli it when he hears the 
click-clack of Kitty's shoes behind him. He emiles and turns 
just as she SLAPS BIN. Hard. 


KITTY 
I was gonna pretend ny brakes were 
gut! Like se talked about! Pretend! 
You didn’t have to actually cut 
‘them! 


Lex 
Of course I did. A man can always 
tell yhon a wonan is pretending. 
Especially Superman. 


She tries to slap hin again, but Lex catches her azn. She 
Eries to pull avay but he won't let go. Lex casts her a stern 
glare. She backs down. 


krTty 
Did you get your dumb rock? 


ae 
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Lex nods and emiles, Seductive. They move closer, like this 
is sone tuisted flirtation. 


TEX 
I did. Now ask me about the map. 


she looks at the map on the wall. 


KITTY 
hat map? 


LEX 
No. This one. 


He holds up the rolled map in his hands. 


BBX (cour‘D) 
‘This map... is the future. 


‘hey move CLOSER -~ as if about to kiss, when: 


GRAN? (ON INTERCOM) 
Mr. Luthor, they're about to start! 


tex is clearly annoyed by the intrusion. 


-e you, 
thank you, Grant. 

(chen) 

pury calla, Ms. Kowalski. we'll 
falk more about this lacér. 


lie pute the tube away and glances down at his desk -- at a 
NEASPAPER. 


LEX (CONT'D) 
Nice picture. 


He leaves. Winded, Kitty leans against the wall and looks 
down £0 sce the photo of her with Superman on the FRONT PAGE. 
She GRINS, not noticing sonething else: 


ON LEX'S COMPUTER are theoretical renderings of Kryptonian 
Gnystal technology -- including vehicles and land masses. 


INE, YACHT - BRIDGE - MOMENTS IATER 178 


A MISSILE lays on a counter, partially dismantled. stanford 
is in the midst of carefully renoving the EXPLOSIVE. He 
places it into a drawer, when Lex enters. 


Stanford neasures the missile compartment, then tums his 
attention to ZHE ROCKY NETEORITE stolen ffom the museum. 
WHACK! He chips off pleces of the cuter shell. Lex peers down 
at the meteorite’s inner layer. 
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A FAINT GREEN GLOW appears inside: KRYPTONITE. stanford is 
amazed for a moment, then chips away more. 


A LONG SHARP SLIVER OF KRYPTONITE breaks off onto the 
counter. Lex eyes it, curiously, then picks it up and slips 
it into’nis pocket. 


Stanford carefully places the rewaining chunk of kryptonite 
into the metal vice, just under the drill. He looks to Lex, 
who nods. ‘The drill’ revs to life. stanford lowers it, and 
Just as the tip starts drilling into the kryptonite ~ 


cur to: 


as 
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INT. DATLY PLANET - BULLPEN - THAT NIGHT 179 


The office is quieter and mostly empty, Just a few 
stragglers. JINMY is at a computer, going through various 
photos. All of then show blurry shapes and streaks. 


crus, 
crap. 


CLARK 
What's weong? 


Clark is at the nearby water cooler. 


one 
‘The quy just moves too fast. T 
haven’t gotten one decent. shot. 


CEARK 
Keep at it. He’s got to slow down 
pyentually: 


CLANG! Clark turns, sees JASON wearing a trash can on his 
head, rampaging around the office like a giant monster. le 
slans into a pole but keeps on going. 


JASON 
RAAARAAAAARRRRR | 


CLARK 
Jimny, is he... okay? 


oree 
Yeah, he's fine. A few weird 
allergies, asthma-- but the kid‘s 
come a long way since he was 
bern. 


CLARK 
hat do you mean? 


omy 
Well... 

(quieter) 
Miss Dane doesn’t like to talk 
about it, but Jason was born a 
Little premature. Tey woren’e 
Sure if he was even going to make 
it 


Zinmy spots something on the computer. 


gimy (cowr’D) 
Gor Erm 


He excitedly zooms into a photo of a skyscraper. Sighs. 
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STMMY (CONT'D) 
Nevermind. Just a bat 


ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE BULLPEN 


A MAP OF THE HAST COAST is sprawled on Lois’ desk. she’s 
noting the TIMES and places that the blackout was recorded. 
Using these times, she’s dravn a series of concentric 
circles, getting Closer to the origin point of the 
Blackout. : 
ors 

Wicird. If these times are right, 

it looks Like the blackout spread 

froma spacific origin point. 


RICHARD 
where? 


Lors 
I'm not sure yet. 


Richard sits across from her, flipping through piles of old 
articles and research about Superman: 


RICHARD 
So with the superhearing, doss he 
hear cach sound by itself, or 
everything all at once? 


wrs 
Both. 


Across the room, Clark PERKS UP, listening to then 


RICHARD 
He‘s certainly a lot taller than 
T thought. 


Los 
six-four. 


RICHARD 
I love that he can see through 
anything. I'd have fun with that. 


Lors 
(emirks) 
Anything but lead. 


RICHARD 
And what‘s that other thing he 
docs with his eyes? Laser blasts, 


1s 
Heat vision, And he doesn’t use 
it much. 
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RICHARD 
I bet he's-— 


Lors 
(nigs know-it-all) 

‘Two hundred and twenty five 
junds, faster than a speeding 
jullet, invulnerable to anything 
but Xryptonize, and he never 

lies. 


RICHARD 
Kryptonite? 


Lor 
Radioactive pieces of his 
homeworld. 1£’s deadly... to him. 


RICHARD 
Wow. Sounds Like the perfect guy. 


Richard looks at Clark, then at a photo of superman. 


RICHARD (CONT’D) 
(whispers) 

Hey, ‘how Eall would you say Clark 

as? 


LOIS. 
I don"t Know, maybe six-three, 
Bik-four. 


RICHARD. 
Around two hundred pounds? 


1ors 
Sure, why? 


She looks at Richard. Richard looks at Clark. Lois and 
Richard BOI look at Clark. Wondering, «. 


IN THE BACKGROUND: Clark looks up, smiles nervously. They 
oth laugh to themselves. Richard’ stands up and kisces her 
on the head. smiles. 


RICHARD 
Janay, Jason ~- let's go get 
these’ intrepid reporters 
Sonething t6 keep then going, 
okay? 


Jason 
purrrrritos! RAAARRR! 


Jimmy and Jason join him and they leave the room, Their 
absefce creates an uncomfortable silence. Just Lois and 
Clark. Alone. ie keeps stealing glances, ‘trying to come up 
With sonothing to say. Surprisingly, she beats ohim to itt 
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Lors 
So. Have you found a place to 
live yet?’ 

CLARK 
Wo. I’m still looking. 

ors 
Where’ve you been spending your 
nights? 

CLARK 
oh... here and there. You know, 
tois’-- T wanted to ask yor about 


that article-- 


ors 
(cutting him off) 

Hey, I’m gonna run downstairs Zor 

some fresh air. Let’s talk when T 

get back. 


she grabs her purse, spilling things a1 over the floor: 
MAKE-UP, a small tape recorder, and a PACK OF CIGARETTES. 
She looks up at Clark, romentatily enbarrassed, then 
Yathers everything up, absentnindediy stuffing’ the tape 
Fecorder into her coat pocket. She darts for the door. 
Clark watches her get into an elevator, and lovers his 
glasses. 


X-RAY POV: Lois in the elevator, but it's going UP, not 
Dow. “He smiles, then looks at’an oven winder: 


‘EXP. DAILY PLANET ROOF - NIGHT 180 


A BIRD'S BYE VIEW of the Daily Planet roof. The large 
illuninated GLOBE Seens to light up the Sky. 


CAMERA DESCENDS onto LOIS, standing against a ledge. she 
looks over her shoulder, taking suze she’s alone, then 
Feroves a cigarette fron her purse and smiles. It's been a 
Jong time. She flicks a lighter, but just as she touches it 
to the cigarette, ViioosH! the Slane i8 blown out. 


Lois tries again. Tt goes out again. Annoyed, she flicks 
the lighter harder and it drops out of het hand. she kneels 
down, looking for i=, = 


SUPERMAN (0.5. ) 
You know, you really shoulda’ 
snoke, Miss Lane. 

SHE YELPS and looks up. SUPERMAN is landing on the ledge. 


SUPERMAN (COND!D) 
X didn’t mean to- 
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LOTS. 
i'm fine. Really. I just wasn’t 
expecting... you: 


she straightens up, composes herself. He steps closer. She 
Steps back. It’s awkward. 


zors SUPERMAN 
So, where-- ges 
Beat. 
LOIS (CONT'D) 
you first. 
SUPERMAN 
i'm sorry. For leaving Like tha 
(beat) 


with ‘ail the press on the plane T 
fasa’t sure if it was the best 
ine for se to talk 


Beat. Lois is confused, then realizes: 


rors 

oh right. The plane. tell, 
there's a0 press around now ~~ 
except ne. 


xt fe: kit Le of 
1 know poopie aze asking a lot 
TxOy PeOP hu that t’m tack, and 
PAI Lees oly eabe eae E 


answer... those people. 
ors 
{disbelict) 
$0 you're here for... an 
interview? 


fie nods. 


LOTS (CONT'D) 
okay then. An interview it is. 


‘she reaches into her purse, looking for the TAPE RECORDER. 
Be Looks her over. 


Lois (CoNT’D) 
where did T put that thing. 


SUPERMAN 
Right pocket. 


dane 
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01s 
uh? 


whe tape SUPER 
‘The tape recorder. It’s in your 
right pocket. 


Lois just smiles. she turns the tape recorder on. 


org 
Let's start with the big 
question, Where did you go? 


SUPERAN 
To Krypton. 


Lo1s 
But you told me it was destroyed. 
Ages ago. 


SUPERMAN 
I did. Te was. But when 

astrofomers thought they found 
fern Thad to see for myself. 


Beat. Lois seems genuinely affected by that. 


83. 
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rors 
Well you're back, and everyone 
Seems to be happy about it. 


SUPERMAN 
Wot everyone. 

(beat) 
I read the article, Lois. ‘why 
the World doesn’t Nead Superman’. 


89 did a 10t of people. Tomorrow 
Right they're giving mo the 
Pulitzer for it. 


SUPERMAN 
why did you write it? 


Lois clicks the tape recorder OFF and turns away. She's 
hiding tears. 


ors 
How could you leave me Like that? 


Beat. He’s caught off quard. 


SUPERMAN 
x’m sorry if T hurt you-- 


rors 
No. The time to say sorry was 
five years ago. 


She wipes the tears from her eyes. she is NOP going to cry. 


Lors (coNr‘D) 
1 moved on, T had to, And so did 
the rest of us. That's whi 

wrote it, The world doesn't need 


Superman is heartbroken. 


SUPERMAN 
Lois, will you cone with me? 
101s 
way? 
SUPERMAN 


‘There‘s sowathing I want to show 
you. Please. 


tors 


‘SUPERMAN 
Ple 


Beat. Sha’s obviously henitant. 
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ors 
1 can’t be gone long. 


SUPERHAN 
You won't be. 


She finally steps closer and kicks off her heels, then 
places her feet on top of his. Looks up into his eyes. 


. ors 

Clark says the reason you left 

¥ithout saying goodbye’ is because 

Te'Was too unbearable tor yous 
(beat) 

Personally, T think that’s a load 

of erap. 


‘SUPERMAN 
clark? 


ors 
A guy I work with. 


‘SUPERMAN 
Maybe Clark's right. 


She's staring into his eyes - renembering, but tryieg to 
Stay strong. 


01s 
You know, my... un... Richard, is 
fame. ras 


SUPERMAN 
Not like this. 
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She looks down and GASPS, suddenly realizing they're 
already fifty feet over the rooftep and moving over the 
edge. 


Que of her fest slips off of his —- she grabs on tighter. 
So does he. They rise higher, past the clouds, until the 
city becomes a Cluster of lights. Lois closes her eyes, 
memories flooding back. 

He smiles, and they finally stop high above the city. 


BXT, SKY ~ CoNFINUOUS 18 


It's totally silent and still. Lois looks around in ave. 


SUPERMAN 
What do you hear? 


1oIs. 
Nothing. It’s quiet. 


SUPERMAN 
Do you know what T hear? T hear 
everything. 

(beat) 
You wrote that the vorld doesn’t 
need a savior -- but every day I 
hear people crying for one. 


For once, Lois is speechless. Supermen smiles gently, 


SUPERMAN (CONT’D) 
ALL take you back Howe 


EXT. RIVER - NIGHT 182 


SUPERMAN AND LOIS appear over a blanket of stars. But then 
Something strange happens ~- Superman reaches out and sees 
0 T0UCH the Starfield, Tt magically RIPPLES under his 
touch, and we realize it was just a reflection. They're 
flying only a few inches over the RIVER. 


They fly past rows of shore howes. icis catches a glimpse 
Of her duh house as they sip By, heading towards 


EXT, METROPOLIS BRIDGE ~ MOMENTS LATER 183 


A sprawling steel aych structure, beautifully iit. We 
follow a car heading towards the’city, but then dip BELOW 
‘THE BRIDGE to find Superman and Lois flying under the 
stracture. 


‘They glide past a section of SCAFFOLDING where SPARKS from 
bloworches rain down like fireworks. Several CONSTRUCTION 
WORKERS turn and gawk as they continue flying towards the 
city. 


ase 


185 
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EXT, SKIES OVER METROPOLIS — MOMENTS LATER 184 


Even at night, Metropolis’ majestic towers are bathed in 
golden light. ‘supernan and Lois soar over and between them, 
Tights shinwering on their faces. 


He pulls to the right and takes her straight towards a tall 
building. Lois braces in fear, but they quickly jee 
upwards. ‘fle pulls her close, and they slowly turn and spin, 
wrapped in each others Srmg aa thoy vise upward: tes tine 
a slowdance in the niddle of the air. 


They rise past the BULLPEN window. Superman and Lois reach 
EBs top of the building. THE DAILY PuANET Globe appecrs 
ind’ then. 


EXT. DAILY PLANET — RooPTOP 18s 


‘THEY LAND gently on the roof. Lois looks deeply into his 
eyes, faces just inches apart. ‘They both can see it coming. 
‘This’is the onent. Lois begins to MOVE CLOSER =- and fuse 
a8 her Lips are about to touch his... Lois abrupely pulls 
avay. 


Lors. 
Richard’s a good man. And you've 
been gone @ long tine. 


SUPERMAN 
T know. 


She walks hack te the renftap door and bueno around. 


ors 
So will I still see you? around? 


SUPERMAN 
I’m always around. Goodnight, 
Lois. 


He turns, about to take off again 


Lors 
Wait. 


Beat. she looks as if she wants to say something else. 
Something important. 


OTs (conr’p) 
Nevermind. Goodnight. 


And with that, Supernan rises into the air and flies off. 
Lois watches tntil he’s gone, then takes a deep breath. 


187 
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INT. DAILY PLANET ~ CONFERENCE ROOM - CONTINUOUS: 187 


Richard, Jason, Clark, and Jimmy are in the conference room 
gating take-away. Richard looks up to see Lois enter, dazed 
and frazzled. 


RICHARD 
We've got beef, honey -- do you 
want the veggie or tofu wrap? 


rors 
Honey beef. 


RICHARD 
What? 


She snaps out of it. 


Lois 
Sorry. Veggie. 1/11 have the 
veggie wrap. 


Richard stares, sees her wind-blown hair. Clark watches 
their exchange. 


RICHARD 
Lois, where have you been? 


LOIS. 
I was just on the roof, getting 


187A, 
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She smiles, trying to finesse the interaction. He looks at 
her, even fore suspicious than before. 


RICHARD 
Tell me the truth, Lois. 


She trembles, nervous. 


RICHARD (coNT’D) 
Have yeu boon eroking? 


IMT. DAILY PLANET ~ BULLPEN - THE NEXE DAY 1872, 
WHOOSH! PAGES cone out of a printer and are inmediately 
grabbed by a fenale hand. io get a glimpse of the ARTICLE 

45 the pages sove through the Daily Planet -- it’s at 
INTERVIEW with SUPERMAN. 

We FOLLOW the pages... 

INE, DAILY PLANE - PERRY’S OFFICE - coNrINUOUS 186 


28 they LAND on 2 DESK. Perry’s desk. He picks it up and 
takes a single glance at it =~ and up at Lois. 


PERRY 
Is this real? 


Lois just stares at him. It’s real. 


PERRY (cown’D) 


ors 
He found ne. 


PERRY 
Great. I can’t wait to read-- 


Lors 
(sweetly) 

So, Mr. White, About that 

Blackout... 


PERRY 
tois, this is the biggest night 

of your lige. Have you picked out * 
a dress? Something snazzy Ty. » | 


bors 
It just feels a little weird, | 
winning for that article, ie 
doosn't seem rigne anynoce. 


189 
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PERRY. 
What doesn't seem right? 


Lors 
Getting an award for an article 
called “Why the world doesn’t 
heed Superman.” 

(holds up the nevepaper) 
when according to this paper, 
they do! 


PERRY, 
Lois, Pulitzer Prizes are like 
Acadéay Avards. Nobocy remenbers 
what you got one for. Just that 
you got one. 


Los 
Bat: 


PERRY 
This night’s for you, Lois. Just 
enjoy ie. T’m sure Kent's on the 
blackout! 


EXT. ARCTIC SKIES - SAME TIME 


WHOOSH! Superman soars through @ dark and overcont sky. 
TIGHT on his face -- we begin to hear... 


SUPERMAN (¥.0.) 
Father. 


NORTHERN LIGHTS shinmer in the grey sky. Superman scars 
‘through them. 


SUPERMAN. (Y.0.) (CONT’D) 
Zt‘s been a long time since I’ve 
come £0 you. 


and moves towards something on the dietance. 


SUPERMAN (¥.0.) (CONT’D) 
But I’ve never felt so alone. 


EXT. FORTRESS OF SOLITUDE ~ SAME TIME 
‘The massive fortress of solitude sits on the ice below. 
TNT, FORTRESS OF SOLITUDE - SAME TIME 


Superman lands inside his fortress. It is dark. 
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VOICE ECHOING THROUGH THE ARCTIC LIKE THUNDER: 
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SUPERMAN 
1 


EATER: 
VWOOSH! He rockets straight up and out of the fortress. 
INT, DAILY PLANET - BULLPEN - LATER 


Jimmy darts across the office, carrying Tao GOWNS on 
hangers. He rushes to Lois, who is on che phone. 


* LOIS (oN PHONE) 
Departnent of Water & Power 
please. 


Jimny holds up the two gowns. She points to the blue one. 
He hangs it on a coat rack behind her desk. 


ors. (cont) 

Wi, this is Lois Lane from the 

Daily Planet, T was wondering if-~ 
(beat; rolls her eves) 

yes, he ig a very nice man-- But 

I was wondering if I could ask 

you a few nore questions about 

the blackout... 


Jimmy re-appears holding a ORY ERASE BOARD that reads: 


RICHARO'S LATE -- TUX NOT READY AT CLEABERS. 
(CAN YOU PICK UP JASON FROM SCHOOL? 


She nods and waves Jimny avay. 


tors (coNt’D) 
2 already Spoke ‘to the Technology 
and Energy. Committee and chey 
Sent ne Back co you and. now 
you'ee sending me beck co. then? 
(beat) 
The who? Okay. Can 1 get thesr 
nonber? 


MOMENTS LATER: 


LOIS. (CONT'D) 
Metropolis Public Works? My name 
is Lois Lane, I’m calling from 
the -- yes, /11 bold. 


MOMENTS LATER: 


LOIS (coNz'D) 
4.-Uh huh. Stepken Jones. And he 
G85 what? 

(beat) 
Deputy Director of the Power 
Gutage Task Force... Great. 
‘Thanks. 


MOMENTA LATER: 
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tors. (CONT'D) 
Wi Stephen, this is Lois Lare 
from the Daily Planet. I’m 
writing an investigative article 
on the blackout and just need a 
Litele info on a few outstanding 
power grids... 


NE. DAILY PLANET - CLOSET ~ LATER 192.8 


nite on her noDile phone, Lois now has her gown on and is 
putting on a pair of earrings and shoes. 


he wpe tot, BHONE) 
So the upsown gid vent dark at 
12:36, and mi¢ Stown ten seconds 
before. “So which grid was nit 
first? 


VOICE (ON PHONE) 
Grid 5-12 across the river. The 
vanderworch property. 


LOIS (ON PHONE) 
You're sure. Nothing before that? 


WOICE (ON PHONE) 
That's it. 


VOICE ON PHONE 
Thank you very much, 


she hangs up ana aiais again, staring at te map or 
MBTROBOLIS. 


ors 
Information please. T need a 
Listing for Vandervorth. 
(beat) 
ingwood Drive. Ts that a 
business or a residence? 
(beat) 
A residence. Thank you. 


She palls the map off of the bulletin board. Lois Looks at 
the Clock on the wall -- and panics. 


1ors (conT’D) 
Jason! 
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EXE. SCEOOL ~ AFTERNOON 193 


yagon stands outside with a TEACHER. A CAR pulls up. It’s 
Lois. She honks and waves. 


ors 
Get int 


Jason toddles over and junpe into the car. The teacher 
Bends down, waving at Laisa threngh the window 


TEACHER 
Congratulations, Miss Lane. Say 
hi to Superman for met 


LOIS 
(smiling politely) 
thanks 
omrrrep 194 
EXT. VANDERWORTH ESTATE - DRIVEWAY - LATER 198/196 


the car cones to a stop. Jason looks out the car window at 
the Vanderworth mansion. 


JASON 
Mongy, where are we? Is this the 
Puliteer? 

ors. 


people a few questions and then 
fe ean go. 


she turae off the car and the sound of the radio dies, but 
they cai still hear something -- MUSIC -- but it’s not 
coming from the house. she looks out the window to see THE 
YACHT docked on the shore. 


Her CELL PHONE RINGS, displaying the name PALLY PLANET. she 
looks at it, then tosses the phone in the glove box. Lois 
gets out of’ the car. 


gason 
can I stay'in the car? 


Lors, 
Wot on your 1ige. 
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INT, YACHT - ENTRANCE 198 


Lois and Jason quietly valk on board, stepping over empty 
Deer bottles and pizzs boxes. They hear OPERA MISIC But Ho 
one seans 20 be around. 


JASON, 
Are we trespassing? 


Tors. 
Yes. No. I'sean ‘shh’ 


ERT. KACHT - CORRIDOR - CONTINUOUS 198 


Following the music, Lois and Jason descend a staircase and 
enter a long corridor. The music abruptly stops. She spots 
a doorway ahead, slightly ajar. 


INT. YACHT - WARDROBE ROOM 1998, 
‘They enter a room filled with fine suits, shoas, jewelry 

and other expensive itens. Lois looks at everyshing, 
perplexed. 


gASON (0.8.) 
I like the curly one. 


Jason is pointing at sonething on a shelf. Lois looks at 
it, and her eyes suddenly WIEDEN in fear: 


IT'S h MANNEQUIN’S HEAD. Wearing a TOUPEE. It's just one of 
many. all neatly Iined np in ence 
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ors 
sietly) 
ob 0 


She backs away, staring at the wigs. Terrified. 


JASON 
ony, what's wrong? 


Oh fio. No no RO.++ 


‘THE ENTIRE ROOM suddenly jolts. We hear the ship’s engine 
nimble. Lois runs to a small window and looks outside: 


BIROUGH THE WINDOW, we see the ship pulling avay from 
shore. e 


tors (conr’p) 
‘This was a bad idea. Cone on, 
walva got to gat out of here. 


Lois grabs Jason and rushes to the door, but just as she 
opens it, she SHRIEKS. She's face to face with LEX LUTHOR: 
BALD, wearing a bathrobe, with a TOOTHBRUSH in his routh, 


LOIS (conT’D) 
Lex Luthor? 


LEK 
(toothbrush in mouth) 


200 INT. YACHT - MAIN ROOM - MOMENTS LATER 200 
Lois and Jason sit in the giddle of the lavish rooa, 


Surrounded by the thugs and Kitey. Now dressed and in one 
of his wigs, Lex paces around then, staring at Jason... 


EX 
And what’s your name? 
gasow 
I'm not supposed to talk to 
strangers. 
LEX 
cute kid. Start too. 
LOTS 
‘Thanks. 
EX 


But I'm not really a stranger, am 
1? T mean, this is like a little 


" (wore) 
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BX (CONT'D) 
Heck, T’m a faq, Wiss Lane! T 
love’ your writing! 

(looking her over) 
And your dress. 


xors 
I love your ship. How'd you get 
it? Swindle some old widow out of 
har money? 


Kitty laughs. Lex’s eyes narrow. 


Ex 
Hey, didn’t you win the Pulitzer 
prize for my favorite article 
Mtiby the World Doesn't Need 
Superman?” 


Lors 
(glances at her vatch) 

Not yet. Didn't you have a fow 

More years to go on your double 

lie Sentence: 


LEX 
Well, we can thank the Man of 
steel for that. He’s really good 
at SWOOPING in’and cetching the 
bad guys. But he’s not so hot on 
the Littie things, like Miranda 
rights, die process -- making 
your court date... 


Lors ‘ 
Did you nave anything 0 do with 
Lex’e eyes Light up. 
EX 


Are you fishing for en interview, 
Mise’ Lane? 


201 
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Beat. Lex considers his options. Kitty theatrically opens 
the daily Planet paper with the photo of ner and Superman 


95. 


on the cover -~ and prezends to read. Lois sees the paote 
and realizes “the stripper” is Kitty. Annoyed, she rolls 
her eyes. Lex spots a pad and pencil near A FAX MACHINE. He 
Tooks at Jason, 
TEX 
Do you know what posthurous 
anson 
No. 
LEX 
Good. 
ito Lois) 
Sorry, Miss. Lane —- we won't be 
turning aroind, but we do have 
sone tine to kill, so how about 
that interview? 
ne ands ner the pad and pened. 
LEX (coNr’D) 
Your tools? 
cur zo: 
A PHOTOGRAPH OF LOIS AND JASON. 
INT, DAILY PLANET - BULLPEN ~ LATE APTERNOON 202 


Jimmy is in a forlorn daze, staring at the photo. 


him, Clark walks in, UNNERVED. 


CLARK 
Jimny, can T take a look at any 
other’ information Lois collected 
on the blackout? 


He sees Jinmy's expression. 


CLARK (CONT’D) 
What’s wrong? 


Behind 


202 


2028 
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ommey “ 
Lois and Jason are missing. 


Jininy turns to Perry's office, where he and Richard, both 
Wearing tuxedos, are pacing, upset and nervous. 


AINE. DATLY PLANET - PERRY'S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS 202 


PERRY 
80 what‘a the school say? 


RICHARD 
she picked Jason up at 4:40. 


Clark enters. 


CLARK 
I heard the news. What can Z do? 


PERRY 
We've tried her cell, but there's 
no answer and we're Supposed to 
be at the ceremony in a halt 
hour. You're a reporter, Clark -~ 
help Richard track her down. 


ANGLE ON: Richard and Clark looking at each other, 
perplexed. 


INT, YACHT - MAIN CABIN ~ SAME TIME 2028 


What do you know about crystals? 


Lois 
‘They make Great chandeliers. 


Lex drops a book in her lap. Lois flips through the book. 
the images correspond to what he's saying. She looks up to 
See Lex holding the WHITE CRYSTAL stolen from the Fortress 
of Solitude. 


LEX 
This crystal may seen 
unremarkable, but so is the sced 
of a redwood’ tree. 

(ORB) 
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LEX (CONT'D) 
at's how our mutual friend Ln 
Elghts rade his Arceic, getaay 
spot. Cute, but a little snal. 
for ny taste. | 


Lex points to a spot on A LARGE ANTIQUE NAUTICAL MAP that ae | 
has been modified to show ANEW LAND MASS off the coast of = * — | 
Hetxopolis. 
LOIS 
(stunned) 


You're building an..,island? | 


Ex 
you're not seeing the big 

Zeture, Miss Lane. Here, let me 
Enlarge’ i= for you: | 


the areas around it covered by water, * 


hie yanks down ANOTHER NAUTICAL MAP that shows THE LAND MASS 
oveb larger chan before —~ nearly the size of a continent. * 
tex (cont’D) 
tes not just an foland. tt" @n 
entirely agy continent, Virtually 
Shdestrictibe and sels 
sustaining. For lack of a better 
are, it's krypton. An extinct 
world, reborn en our own 
ors | 
hy? x i 
LEX | 
Lond: tite kane | 
neat) 
Kitty, what did my father once * 
Say £6 ne? * 
garry + 
Got out? * 
isk + 
Before that. He said, ‘You can * 
Brine money, fmanveacture 
Hlaronds, and people are a dine a 
dozen, bit they’ always need 
ands * 
‘beat 
tts the ene thing they don't * 
hhake any tore of+ » | 
Lois | 
But the United states government-~ so) 
Lex yanks down yet another antique ep that shows the ney 
Continent has spread over half of Worea America, with all * 
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LL be on Le 
wilt be Underwater, Single 
gig, Nig Eanes ‘To objects 
Bepiy Can't occupy the sane 
Spaces 


ors, 
Aad you, think the rest. of the 
forla will just let you keep it? 
Theysai-= ne 


ax 
Gey 22 what? 121 have alien 
technology. 


Lex uses his fingers to make mocking ‘alien antennae’, then 
turns suddenly COLD. 


BEX (CONT'D) 
ADVANCED alien technology, 
thousands of years beyond’ what 
anyone else can throw at me. 
fieapons, vehicles, you nane it. 
(beat) 

and eventually, the rest of the 
World will be begging me for a 
Piece of this “high-tech beach. 
Erent. property’. In fact, they’1L 
pay through the nose for’ it. 


ors 
but millions sf penpia will die. 


16x 
BILLIONS! Cnce again, the press 
Underestimates me. This is front 
page news, Miss Lane! 


Lois is speechless. So is Kitty -- this is the first time 
She's heard his entire plan, and she doesn’t seem to like 
ie 


LEX, (CONT’D) 
come on, say it. 


ors: 
you're insane. 


LEX 
No, not that! Cone on? Tt's just, 
dangling off the tip of your 
tongue. SAT TT! 
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1x 
Superman will never let you-~ 


LEX (CONT'D) 
WRONG! 


Tex picks up the vi 
glow washes over his face. 


101s 
what is chat? 


LEX 
I think you know exactly what 
this is. 


He walks closer, shows it to her: THE KRYPTONITE. Tt has 
been sheared to'a sleek arros-dynamic form, with a hole in 
the center. Beat. she reaches for it but Lex snaps the box 
shut. 


EEX (coNT’D) 
Mind over muscle, Miss Lane. Mind 


Beat. As Lex stares then down, something suddenly triggers 
in his mind -- and he instantly becones sinister. 


‘LEX (CONT'D) 
Who's his father?! 


Lex gets up and walks towards Lois, glaring. 


Lo1s 
(quiet, under her 
breath) 

Richard. 


‘The INTERCOM CRACKIES? 


GRANT (ON INTERCOM) 
Me. Luthor, we're approaching the 
codzdinaes. 


LEX 
(t0 toi) 
You're sure? 


GRANT (ON INTERCOM) 
Yes, sir. Latitude thirty-nine 
degiees forth, and longitude 
Seventy-one degrees west. 


Without taking his eyes off of Lois, Lex walks to the 
mantle, and picks up the KRYPTONITE BOX. Jason nervously 
fouches the Keys. Lex comes back, stands next to hit. lle 
Looks from Jason to the Kryptonite... wondering. But. Jason 
doesn’t react at all. Bothered, Lex walks to the stairs, 
Looks back at Loin. 


TAL BOX on the mantel. Opens it. A green 
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LEX 
(to Brutus} 
Don't Let them out of this room. 


Brutus nods. Just after Lex exits, Lois scribbles something 
down on her notepad: 9%, 71°¥. 


203-204 oMETTED 203-204 
205 EXT, AMLANTIC OCEAN - DAY 208 


Under an overcast sky, the yacht slows to a stop. FAR IN 
THE DISTANCE, Hetropolis is just a speck on the horizon. 


206 


207 


208 


209 


102. 


EXT. YACHT - DECK - SAME ‘TIME 206 


Lex and Kitty walk onto the dec and approach Grant, who is 
Setting up the rodified ROCKET LAUNCHER. Riley is taping. 


Lex removes the KRYPTONITE fron one box, then the CRYSTAL 
from another. Carefully, he inserts the crystal into the 
Kryptonite enclosure. There’s a brief PULS® OF LIGHT as the 
two objects from Krypton are brought together. Lex suiles. 


+ ERK 
‘This is gonna be good. 


Kitty watches everything, increasingly worried. 
INT, YACHT — MAIN ROOM ~ SAME TIME 207 


Lois stands in the middle of the room, nervous and upset. 
Jason sits quietly at the piano, and after an aukwa 
Ronent of silence, starts to play HEART AND SOUL agsin. 


Curious, Brutus approaches and sits dow next to Jason. He 
watches’ the boy pley, and just as iox did earlier, starts 
to play along. only he’s tarrible at piano. 


Realizing Brutus is distracted, Lois slowly makes her way 
tovard the fax machine near Lex‘s desk. 


BRUTUS continues playing. He doesn’t notice as Lois scrawis 
@_message on the notepad, underneath the coordinetes: HELP 
Us! LOIS LANE. 


With her hands behind her back, she slides the paper into 
the fax machine, then presses a button on the dial pad. TT 
BEEPS. Morried, she glances over to Brutus. He didn't hear 


Carefully using the music to drown out the BEEPS, she dials 
the number and presses SEND. Tt starts to CONNEC?. 


INT, YACHT = DECK - SAME TIME 208 
Lex finishes securing the crystal/kryptonite into the 
Modified rocket, then inserts it into the launcher and 

steps back. 


STANFORD 
Ready, boss? 


ex nods. Boost! STaFORD FIRES, blasting the rocket through 
the air. 


EXT. ATLANTIC OCEAN - SAME TIME 209 
VHOOSH! ‘The rocket sails through the sky before arcing 


dovnvard and gnashing into the water. Tt disappears under 
the surface with a slight GLOW. 


210 


auL 


213 
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INT. YACHT - MATH ROOM - SAME TIME 200 


‘THE LIGHTS FLICKER. ZAP! THE FAX MACHINE DIES before the 
message goes through. Lois alnost screams with fruseration. 
Jason and Brutus stop playing. They look around, confused. 


EXT. YACHT ~ DECK - SME TIME au 


he pover on the ship dies. Lex and his nen put on 
Binoculars. ‘Kicty.puts on designer sun glasses. Usin 
Binoculars, Lex watches the ocean and'siiiies, thriiled. 


INT, DAILY PLANET - BULLPEN - LOIS’ DESK - SAME TIME 213 


Richard and Clark are at Lois’ desk, turning on her 
computer. 


CLARK 
Maybe she’s at the burger shop on 
Mercer Street. 


RICHARD 
she’s a vegetarian. 


HARK 
Well, where’s Jason’s school? and 
wait, she is? Since when? 


RICHARD 
Three years now. Lincoln avence 
and Wiest 24th Street, 


CLARK, 
oh. and what color is the car? 


RICHARD 
Grey. Clark, what are you going 
to dd, mount an serial search? 


(types on computer) 
Dann. 


CLARK 
what? 


RICHARD 
she has a password. 


Richard tries different things: Jason, Richard, etc... but 


nothing Works. Clark reluctaatly sighs. 


CLARK 
‘ry ‘Supernan’. 


Richard types it in. The computer unlocks, just as ZAP! THE 
POWER GOES OUP. 


RED GUN - voughercy @ Harris 5/9/08 GREEN REVISIONS 103A. 


214 BX, EARTH FROM SPACE ~ SAME TIME 214 


‘Tho Earth rotates as the blackout spreads across the 
planet... when the lights suddenly COME BACK ON. 


214a 


215 


216 


aur 


aie 


219 


220 
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INT, DATLY PLANET - BULLPEN ~ LOIS’ DESK 2198 


‘The Daily Planet lights come back on. Everyone breathes 4 
sigh of relief. Everyone but Clark. 


INT, YACHT ~ MAIN ROOM zis 


Lois looks up as the power is restored -~ and the fax 
machine starts up again. 


EXT. UNDER THE OCEAN 216 


Ag she crystal plunges, deeper into che dark waters, the 
Glow within tho rockets compartment intensifies. 


CLOSE ON THE CRYSTAL: it begins to GROW. NEW BRANCHES 
appear on ts surface, MELDING with the kryptonite. BOoM! 
The erystal gzows so large that it SHATTERS the rocket, 
then continues on its descent. 


Approaching the ocean floor, the erystel disappears inte 
BEEP CHASM, and a Bias? OF Lact fifuninates the sea for 


EXT. YACH? ~ DECK a7 
Byeryone averts their eyes. Lex seems to bask in the light. 
INP. YACHT - MAIN’ ROOM, 218 


TE LIGHT blegts thzoush the class-bottom,, filling the 
Poon Startied, EUuruE swale up Just a the Light fadea. 
Beat: Lois nervously waits to see what he'll do. ‘Suddenly, 
Sason starts playing the piano again. Brutus looks at Lois, 
then at Jason, then sits back down and plays again. 


EXD. ¥ACHE - DECK - CONTINUOUS 239 


ROOM! THUNDER CRACKS. Lightning flashes. Kitty and Lex Look 
up at thick, rumbling clouds overhead. it’s beginning. 


KITTY 
Lex, this isn't like the train 
sett 


LEX 
(confident) 
1 know. 


INT, OCEAN FLOOR - SAME TIME 220 


BOOMI_A FLASH OF LIGHT and a SEA OF BUBBLES, as HUGE CRACKS 
FORM ALONG THE OCEAN FLOOR, spreading for miles. They grow 
Geeper, turning into vast chasms. ‘The ground RUMBLES, and 
MASSIVE CRYSTAL COLUMNS begin to rise out of the chains. 


214 


216 


2u7 


218 


220 
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IE, DAILY PLANET - BULLPEN - LOIS’ DESK 21a, 


‘The Daily Planet lights come back on. lveryone breathes a 
sigh of relief. Everyone but Clark. 


INT. YACHT ~ MAIN ROOM 2is 


Lois looks up as the goxer is restored 
Michine stares up again: 


and the fax 


EXT. UNDER THE OCEAN 216 


Ag the orystal plunges deeper into the dark waters, the 
Glow within the rocket’s compartment intensifies. 


CLOSE ON THE CRYSTAL: it begins to GROW. NEW BRANCHES 
appear on its surface, MELDING with the kryptonite. BOOM! 
The crystal grows so large that it SHATTERS the rocket, 
then continues on its descent. 


approaching the ocean floor, the crystal disappears into a 
BEEP CHASH, ond a Bias? OF Lacht iifaninates the sea for 
‘les. 


EXT. YACHT ~ DECK aur 
Byeryone averts their eyes. Lex seers to bask in the light. 
TE, YACHT - MAIN ROOM 218 


‘JHE LIGHT blasts through the glass-bottom, filling the 
Poon, startled, neutus svaine up just as the Light fades. 
Beat. Lois nervously vaits to see what he'll do. Suddenly, 
Jason starts playing the piano again. arutus looks at Lois, 
then at Jason, then sits back down ard plays again. 


EXT. YACHT - DECK - CONTINUOUS a9 


BOOM! THUNDER CRACKS. Lightning flasies. Kitty and Lex Look 
up at thick, rumbling clouds overhead. it’s beginning. 


xITTY 
Lex, this isn't like the trein 
sat. 


Lex 
(confident) 
1 know. 


INT. OCEAN FLOOR - SAME TIME 220 


BOOM! A FLASH OF LIGHT and a SEA OF BUBBLES, as HUGE CRACKS 
FORM ALONG THE OCEAN FLOOR, spreading for miles. They grow 
deeper, turning into vast chasms. The ground RUMBLES, and 
MASSIVE CRYSTAL COLUMNS begin to rise ut of the chasms. 


‘RED SUM - Dougnerty & Harris 5/9/05 GREEN REVISIONS 105A. 


RICHARD (CONT'D) 
clark? 


Clark stares at the numbers, then at Richard, thinking. 


CLARK 
No thanks, I’m not feeling very 
well. 


Richard nods and leaves. Clark watches until he’s gone. 
Theat 


‘CLARK (CONT'D) 
Jimmy, I’m going to get sore air. 


202 
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INT, DAILY PLANET - ELEVATOR BANK - MOMENTS LATER 227 
Clark steps into an elevator. The doors shut. 

AWE, ELEVATOR - CONTINUOUS 228 
‘THE SHIRT is ripped open, revealing SUPERMAN'S CREST. In 

one swift movement, Clark's clothes seen to fall from his 
body as he rises up through the elevator hatch... 

ourrreD i 229 
WE, ELEVATOR SHAFT — SAME TIME 230 
‘YOOSH! SUPERMAN £lies straight up the elevater shaft. 


EXT, DAILY PLANET - ROOFTOP - MONEXTS LATER aan 


BLASTING QUT OF THE ROOFTOP DOOR and into the sky. 
EXT. exY - MoMEKTE LATER 232 


Superman soars out of the city and over the water, racing 
to reach Lois, Suddenly, he nears strange sounds building 
in the sea below: A RUMBLING, followed by a deep CRACKING 
SOuND. Alarmed, he stops and’ looks down at the water. 


X-RAY POV: Through the water, he sees the ocean floor just 
ag it RUPIURES, releasing BLACK DUST fron the sea-floor, 

Ghigting the ground like it’s on a FAULT LINE. The rupture 
continues, travelling along the ocean floor, past Superman. 


Superman looks up, and realizes it’s headed straight for 
METROPOLIS. Beat. He turns and stares at the horizon, 
thinking of Lois. Torn. 


INE. YACHT - MATH ROOK 236 


Lois darts to the POOL TABLE with Brutus right on her 
heels. She grabs a POOL CUE and svings, SMASHING it against 
him. Once. Twice. On the third swipe, he CATCHES it with 
one hand, and grabs HER NECK with the other. Brutus 
squeezes, choking her, then hurls her against the vall and 
into a shelf. Lois collapses to the ground, barely 
conscious. He stands over her, ready to STRIKE HER RITH THE 
POOL CUE, “when 


‘THE ENTIRE PIANO COMBS ELYING TOWARDS WIM. SMASH! Tt 
collides and shatters. Broken piano keys scatter across the 
Floor. 


Lois looks up to seo JASON standing with arma outstretched, 
paralyzed with fear. Did I just do that? 


EDSUM - Dougherty % Warsie REBIRICIED PAGES wot FOR DISTRIBUTION 107. 


He takes a hit off his inhaler, then rushes to his nother, * 
terrified, She's just as shaken, trying to calm both Jason = * 
and herself down. > 

Lors * 

It’s... okay. * 

She painfelly stands and takes him by the hand. They start + 
fo make thelr way to the stairs when RILEY AND GRAN? cone > 
doun the spiral staircase. They see Brutus’ feet poking out = > 
fom under the piano, and stare at Lois and Jason, stunned. = * 

237 INT. YACHT - PANTRY - MOMENTS LATER 237 
‘he men toss Lote and dagon inte a long, nazrow pantry. 
fia! The door is slamted. Locked. Lois’ ferociously pounds 
on it. 

Ors (BEHIND DOOR) 
OPEN THIS DOOR! OPEN IT! 
she turns to Jason -- as 4f looking for help. But he just + 
puts his arms around her and bugs her tightly. * 

238-240A OMITTED 238-2408 

240e INT. YACHT - BRIDGE - SAME TIME 2408 
he ship ig rocking back and forth. Kitty tries to keep her 
balance, clearly not having a good’ time. 

Lem stares at tho CONAR SCREEN, which Aieplaye strange 
Stnuctuzes forming in the ocean. Riley and Grant enter. 
GRANT 
We had a little problen 
dowistairs. Brucus cot hit with * 
the... piano. + 
A look of dread washes over Lex's face. * 
1x 
Where’s the boy? * 
cra 
Locked up with his nother. In the * 


pantry. 


Boat. Lex thinks about that_for a moment, obviously 
Bothered, He looks Gown at THE SONAR IHAGE-- the structures 
are getting larger. 


Ex 
Get the helicopter ready. 


Lex walks to the counter where Stanford dismantled the 
missile, opens up A DRAWER, and removes a MONOGRAMMED 
HANDKERCHIEF from his coat’ pocket. 


241 


242 


243 


245 


WE. YACHT - MAIN CABIN — MOMENTS LATER 241 


Lex descends the spiral staircase and walks tovard his 
desk, stunned by vhat he sees: 


‘THE SHATTERED PIANO with Brutus still underneath. We only 
see his legs poking out fron the debris. 


Realizing what happened, Lex quickly scoops up the 
Xeyptonian eryatels and'lasvess 


gr. YACHT — PANTRY 242 


Lois and Jason sit against the far vall, exhausted and 
worried. 


CLICK. She hears the door unlocking. Sees the knob turn. Tt 
Swings open, revealing LEX. He looks at Jason and winks. 


LEX 
eaten. 


He toases SOMETHING into the xoom, vrapped in the 
handkerchief. it smashes to the floor, rolling towards 
Jason's fest. LOIS CHARGES just as Lex slams the door shut 
again. 

Lois turns and looks at Jason. The boy renoves Lex’s 
handkerchief, revealing THE EXPLOSIVE taken from the 
nissile. 

Hee epee Wiad Nee. 


Lors 
Honey... don’t move. 


EXT. YACHT - HELIPAD - MOMENTS LATER 243 


Blades spin. The helicopter lifts off with Lex and his crew 
safely inside. 


ourrrED 245 


245A, 


2458 


ase 


2450 
246 


252 
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EXT. UNDERWATER - MOMENTS LATER 245K 


Deep underwater, the rupture moves faster, racing hundreds 
of miles an hour into shallower water. As’it approaches the 
SHORELINE, it gets absorbed in the ground and SPREADS 
‘OUTWARDS. 


CAMERA MOVES UP and out of the water, revealing the 
METROPOLIS SKYLINE. 


ourrrep 2ase 
oureren 2ase 
ouretep 2450 
EXP. METROPOLIS STREET - MOMENTS LATER 216 


Peopling are going about their daily routine. A FAINT 
RUMBLE starts to build. Windows rattle. A MOTHER pulls her 
oN lose. 


INT, DAILY PLANET - PERRY'S OFFICE — SAME TIME 251 
Porry is staring at bois’ fax. 


PERRY 
What are these, lottery nushers? 


The LIGHTS flicker. 


ronny (cour-3) 
christ, not another blackout. 


Jingly hears 2 CAR ALARM outside, Tt seexs unremarkable, 
until he hears ancther, and another. They become a chorus 
of alarns. Then, a DEE? RUMBLE, Awards oh Perry's wall 
SHAKE. 


smy 
I.don't think it’s just another 
blackout. 


Perry feels it. He gets up fron his desk and slowly walks 
to the doorway. He can see the staff nervously looking 
around, feeling the faint rumble. 


Moanwhile, Jimey stares out at the Metropolis skyline. IN 
‘THE DISTANCE, he gees skyscraper windows shattering and 
Pisces of debris falling, and this disturbance seems to be 
Boving through the city {ike a vave ~~ TOWARDS TASH. Jimey 
is stunned, barely able to speak. 


gRMY (CONT'D) 


chief gt) 


ED su 


251A 


251B 


pte 


2518 


251-6 


asus 
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EXT, BULLPEN - LOIS’S DESK 251A 


The sunbling knocks LOIS’ FAMILY PHOTO off of her desk. Tt 
shatters on the floor. 


SMASH CUT TO: 
EXT. METROPOLIS OVERHEAD 251B 
FROM ADOVE, we nove over Metropolis and see what can only 

be described as A SHOCKAVE ripping through the entire 

oity. GAS MAINS and ELECTRICAL FIRES spark and explode. 

Te'e chaos. 

oureneD asic 
EXE. DAILY PLANED - SAME TIE 2510 


‘The shockwave travels up the building, SHATTERING WINDOWS, 
hitting the RAN’S HEADS on its way towards the roof... 


WWE, DAILY PLANET ~ BULLPEN ~ SAME TIME 251ppt2 


THE SHOCKWAVE tears through the room, starting with Perry’s 
office and rippling across the bullpen. 


THE ENTIRE FLOOR seems to rise and fall like a wave, 
MONITORS spark and explode. Overhead lights and windows 
shatter. Staff are knocked to their feet. 

sssthen it suddenly stors. 

EXT, DALY PLANET - ROOFTOP - SAME TIME 2518 


THE DAILY PLANET GLOBE is hit. The base cracks. 


ourrrep 251F-6 
INT. DAILY PLANET ~ BULLPEN 2515 
Fhe, SHOCKWAVE ig, over as quickly as it bogan. Beat. Perxy 
looks out over the stunned bullpen. 
PERRY 
Okay, everyone stay put and stay 


calnd 
JIMMY notices one of the RAM’S HEADS starting to CRACK. 


grey 
un... chief? 


PERRY 
olsen, don't call me 


PERRY TURNS just in time to see the RAM’S HEAD break off 
‘and fall from hie balcony. 
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PERRY (CONT'D) 
(back to the bullpen) 

OKAY, EVERYONE OUT! NICE AND 

ORDERLY —- DOWN THE STAIRS! NOVE! 
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251K-M OMETTED. 251K-" 


252 


EX. METROPOLIS - DAY 252 


‘THE SHOCKWAVE as it hits A SKYSCRAPER, shattering all of 
ghe windows. ‘The BROKEN GLASS and other debris cascades 
down toward people on the crowded strest. 


Suddenly, SUPBRYAN swoops down from the sky. FLYING ON BIS 
BACK directly under the failing debris. 


CLOSE ON: his eyes -- GLOWING, building with power. The air 
begins to RIPPLE. It grows in‘intensity, coalescing into'a 
POWERFUL RAY OF EAT VISION THAT BLASTS FROM HIS EYES. 


THE HEAT VISION creates a light as bright as the sun, and 
YAP! ENGULES the falling debris. 


ember. It’s almost beautiful. VNOOSH! Superman rockets 


WITHOUT STOPPING: Superman catches 2 falling CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER and safely sets him on a rooftop. 


4 BILLBOARD tumbles towards the street but with a single 
punch, Superman knocks it aside. 


GANERA DROPS 70 THREE PEOPLE trying to pull a 
fox. burning, overturned car, SuddenIp. a hinrn 
Mulps py and VAOUSH “the Fire ie extinguished 
the car covered in a thin layer of frost. 


a FIFTEEN FOO? GEYSER OF FLAME gushes from a cracked GAS 
MAIN. VHOOSH! Superman rockets past and effortlessly blows 
it out like a candle, just as he flies tovards-— 


ANOTHER FIRB engulfing an apartment building, where A DOZEN 
REOPLE are trapped on the roof. Vi000OOOSHi! Superman 
focuses his breath, concentrating it on the blaze. His 
guperbreath £ilis the building, and after a nonent -- the 
fire is gone. 


Superman sighs, finally taking a breather, when he suddenly 
JOLTS =~ HBARING something in the deep distance —- a CRACK? 
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EXE, DAILY PLANET - ROOFTOP - SANE TIME 253 
CRACK! The base of the DAILY PLANET GLOBE shatters 
completely. SPARKS FLY. The globe teeters back and forth, 
then BREAKS OFF. Tt crashes onto the rooftop, SMASHING into 
the water tower... 

BRE. APARTMENT BUILDING - SAME TIME 2538, 


Realizing what‘s happoning, Superman flies back towards the 
Daily Planet. 


EXT. DAILY PLANE - PLAZA 258 
SNAP! SNAP! SNAP! Jinmy takes photos of the staff streaming 
out of the building, nearly tripping over THE BROXSN RAN'S 
HEAD embedded in tne pavenent. 

PERRY feels water from above. Is it rain? Confused, he 

looks up, just in tine to see THE GLOBE rolling off the 
eage. 


PERRY 
(quietly to bimsels) 
Great Caesar's ghost. 
EXT. DAILY PLANED - conrrNuous 255 
‘The globe scrapes the side of the building. 
EXT, METROPOLIS STREETS - SAME TIME 255A, 


Superman rockets over crouded streets, faster than we've 
ever sean hin nove. 


SUPERMAN'S POV: winding around buildings and intersections 
like they're trees. His POY speeds up and BEELINES STRAIGHT 
TOHARDS A BUILDING. 

EXT. DAILY PLANET - PLAZA 2555 
PEOPLE SCREAM AND SCATTER. 

EXT. STREETS - SAME TIME 255 


Superman blasts tovards the Daily Planet, and WITHOUT 
STOPPING, flies through a windows .. 


INP. DAILY PLANET - OFFICE CONTINUOUS 25sD 


continuing THROUGH an empty office, then THROUGH A 


EXT, DAILY PLANET ~ PLAZA ~ CONTINUOUS 2558, 


‘The giant globe is seconds from crushing the crowd. 
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Jinsy Looks up and SWAP! SNAP! SNAP! takes MORE PHOTOS: THE 
Slos® a hundred feet above ~~ fifty feet ~ twenty = 
then. «+ 


‘SUPERMAN exploding owt of the Daily Planet and SHOOPING 
UNDER THE GLOBE, catching it in the nick of time. 


HE LOWERS IT DOWN on his shoulders Like ATLAS, then sets it 
on top of a car. 


Jiny lowers his canera, realizing he just got THE PERFECT 
PHOTOGRAPH. 


People clear out of the vay. Superman steps back, resting. 
Bers exhausted. The crow’ stares ae hin, nwesercke 


‘Then as mysteriously as the quake started, it quiete and 
stops. Perry exerges from the crowd. 


PERRY 
Supernant Perzy white, Daily 
Planet. that the hell just 
bappencd!? 


Before he can answer, SUPERMAN HEARS soxething in the 
distance ~~ A MASSIVE UNEARTHLY RUMBLING -- the sound of 
sorething ouch larger approaching. He realizes this isn’t 


SUPERHAN 
Tim not suze, but I’m going to 


Perry digests the information and just nods. Superman turns 
to leave, vhen Perry reuerbers. 


PERRY 
Waitt tois is missing. 


SUPERMAN 
1 koow. 


Hoos! He takes off. 
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INT. YACHT ~ MAIN ROOM - SAME TIME, 296 
canera creeps along the floor, past the piano. Through the 
glass bottom: it’s dark and murky, but then huge GLEAKING 
SAETE CRYSTALS appear, snaking thtough the water. 

EXD. UNDERWATER - SAME TIME 2560 
As the central structure expands, it grows outward -— ard 
Rassive CRYSTALS energe from the’ ground, following the 
TMETIAL RUPTURE LINE... 

sssHEADING STRAIGHT FOR THE COASTLINE. .. AND METROPOLIS 


INT. IEX'S HELICOPTER 257 


Lex etares out the window, at a field of giant crystals 
rising from the water below. 


XW. OCEAN = SAME TIME 258 


In the distance, a crystal SUPERSTRUCTURE breaks the 
surface. 


ourrred 259-260 
WE. YACHT - PANTRY 2608 


tois is panicked, searching for a window, a porthole, any 
possible way to get sid of the explosive, Finally, she 
Epes A sundr Azp pio sear the flan She krmale dawn and 
polls at the VENT CovER. Tt won't budge. ‘She looks around, 
Yookiag for a tool, and sees a LARGE METALLIC SOUP LADLE 
hanging on the wall. 


SHE JANS THE LADLE INTO TUE VENT, using it like a crowbar. 
Jason senses her fear and steps tovards her-- 


gaSON 
Monin? 


ors, 
JASON, DON’T KOVEL 


Lois strains to pry the vent away. After vhat seems like an 
eternity, it finally pops off. she then approaches Jasoa 
VERY CAREFULLY. 


LOIS (CONT’D) 
Okay honey, stay still... 


Lois nervously takes the explosive fron his hands, carries 
ge to the vent, and TéROWS IT into the air duct. She 
inmediately grabs Jasen and rushes him to the other side of 
the room, shielding hin fron the possible explosion. 


CLARGL CLUNK! CLANG! They hear the explonive drop down a 
Series of air ducts. tha noise gradually fades ay Iv fale 
farthor and farther avay. Silence, Beaty 
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ois and Jason open theiz eyes. she lets out a heavy sigh, 
Relieved. ‘Then =~ 80000000000 


2603 EXT. UNDERWATER - SAME TIME 2608 


FROM BELOW, we see the hull EXPLODE outward, creating a 
gaping hole. 
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INT, YACHT - PANTRY ~ SAME TIME 261 


‘THE BLAST ROCKS THE ROOM. A burst of flame shoots from the 
Went. lois shields Jason. The flames subside, but are 
Quickly followed by a GEYSER OF SEAWATER. 


EXP. YACHT - SAME TIME 262 


‘The ship is nalf-submeryed and sinking fast. ZAP! the 
Tights go cut. 


Tr. YACHT - PANTRY 263 


Half of the room is tipped upward. water is streaming in, 
fois turbles backwards into the water, struggling to reach 
Jason, who is clutching to a shelf, but she’s STUCK. 


ANCLE UNDERWATER: Lois‘s leg, ironically tangled in the 
fopes of @ LIFE PRESERVER. 


Ors 
HELP MEI Oh God... 


gason starts co hyperventilate. HE'S HAVING AN ASTHMA 
RETACK, bat can't find his inhaler. He stares in horror as 
Bois fights to stay above water, screaming: 


OTS (CONT'D) 
HELPE 


ater floods inte her oath, She disappears under che 
Surface uhen the DOOR 19 suddenly RiPPe) OPEN, AND THe 
SiipouerTs Or A'WAN SaEES 120 "He ROOM, He dives 
underwater. 


UNDERWATER: ‘he man rips Lois’ leg free from the cables. 
ABOVE WATER: He pulls ner to safety -- to the dry side of 
fhe room, Lois finally opens her eyes and comes face to 
Eace with... RECHARD. She and Jason are both stunned. 


LIS (CONT'D) 
How -- How did you get here? 


RICHARD 
(obviously. 
i flew. 
EXT. OCEAN SURFACE - SIME TIME 264 


RICHARD'S SEA PLANE rests on the water nearby. 


We hear a RUMBLE. The water under the yacht begins to churn 
and BUBBLE, like something is about to break the surface... 


265 


2650 


2658 


265¢ 


266 


267 


HED SW - pougherty s tarrie $/s/os exFTE DRAFT (LOCKED) 118. 


INP. YACHT - PANTRY - MOMENTS LATER 265 
‘hey start heading for the DOORKAY. 
RICHARD 
iois, what have you gotten 
yourself into? 
Lors 
Don’t,blane met This is Lex 
Luchor’s mess. 
‘They hear a metallic GROAN and feel THE SHIP lurching. 


RICHARD 
what is that... 


tors 
GRAB ONTO SOMETHING! 


EXE. OCEAN SURFACE - SAME TIME 26a 


ALHUGE CRYSTAL COLUMN rises out of the water. It hits the 
bottom of the yacht, PIERCING THE HULL. 


WP. YACHT ~ MAIN ROOM 2658 


‘THE CRYSTAL shatters the glass bottom, rising to the 
ceiling. 


INT. YACHT - PANTRY 2650 


Lois, Jason, and Richard cling to each other while the 
entite pantry tips upvards. 


EXP. OCEAN SURFACE - SAME TIME 266 


We CRYSTAL HAS PIERCED THE MIDOLS OF THE YACHT, Lifting it 
out of the water, Lefore finally SRIAKING IT IN’ HAL?. 


IMS FRONT PORTION of the ship breaks away and falls into 
the water, sinking quickly. 


‘THE REAR HALF crashes back down into the water, barely 
afloat. Water bubbles. It too starts sinking. the different 
levels of the ship are visible, as is THE PANTRY IN aHICH 
LOIS, RICHARD AND JASON ARE TRAPPED. 


IMR, YACHR ~ PANTRY - CONTINUOUS 267 
‘The pantry is tipping backwards. Seawater rushes in. 
LOIS SEES THE SKY through the open doorway. She can also 


see that THE DOOR is ABOUT TO SLAM SHUT. She clinbs towards 
ite 


268A, 
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ors 
Rott 


RICHARD 
Lois, wait! 


WHAM! ‘THE DOOR slams shut against her head. she tumbles 
back, landing unconscious next to Richard and Jason. 


RICHARD (CONT'D) 
qoisttt 


Richard grabs her with one arm and holds Jason with the 
other. WATER I$ POURING IN ALL AROUND THEM, filling the 
Foon. 


EXE. UNDERWATER - SAME TIME 268 
‘The broken Null sinks into the ocean, joining other chunks 
of debris from the yacht. The only sign of life is the beam 
Of Richard’s flashilgne suining chrough the porthole. 

INT, YACHT - PANTRY ~ SAME TIME 2688 
Water hag filled the room to the ceiling. Richard holds 


Jason and Lois close. It seems hopeless. gust then: B00: 
TWO RED BOOTS LAND ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PORTHOLE. 


EXT, UNDERIATER ~ SAME TTME 2688; 
Superman grabs hold of the ship with bis right hand... 
EXE, WATER SURFACE - CONTINUOUS 2680 


sygand,oasily pulls the hull to the ocean surface with 
Gveryone still inside. 


INT, YACHT - PANTRY 268D 


Marky water gives way to clouds. The door opens. Richard 
gawks up at Superman, who extends his left hand: 


SUPERMAN 
lere, take my hand! 


Richard makes sure he has a hold of Jason and Lois, then 
grabs Superman's ara. 


RICHARD 
Got us? 
SUPERMAN 
Got you. 
EXE, WATER SURFACE ~ ConriNuoUS 269 


«-.and with that, Superman releases, letting the broken 
hail"sink back into the ocean. 
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EXT. SEA PLANE - MOMENTS LATER 270 


Superman gently lands them onto the pontoons. Richard sets 
Jason down. Superman is still cradling Lois. Beat. 


Realizing he’s holding onto her a bit too Long, he lays her 
down. 


USING IS X-RAY VISION, Superman looks her over, Richard 
stares at the Man of Steel, durbfounded and panicked. 


RICHARD 
You... you"re-- him, 


SUPERMAN 
{still focuses on Lois) 

You must be Richard. I’ve heard 

30 much about. you. 
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‘EXT. SEA PLANE ~ MOMENTS LATER 270 


Superman gently lands them onto the pontoons. Richard sets 
Jason down, Superran is still cradling Lois. Beat. 
Reallzing he's holding onto her a bit too Long, hi lays nex 


USING EIS X-RAY YISION, Superman looks her over. Richard 
stares at the Man of Steel, dumbfounded and panicked. Z 


SUPERMAN 
she’ll be Fine. 


BOOM! A BLAST OF WIND BITS THEM. THE WATER RAGES. Crystal, 
columns are energing everywhere, They stare, awestruck. * 


gagon curiously looks up at Superman, 


\gasON 
Hey, you 100k just Like-~ 


SUPERMAN 
(cutting bin off) 
can you fly? 


For a nonent, it looks Like Superman is speaking to Jason -- 
then he turns his head to Richard. * 
RICHARD 
what? 


can you fly out of here? 


RICHARD 
can’t take off in this. 
SUPERMAN 
Alright, £/IL point you in the * 
right dizection, Just promise me * 
you won’t cone back. * 
RICKARD 
I promise. 
(beat) * 
Hey! + 
Superman stops on his vay cut. * 
RICHARD (CONT’D) * 
‘Thank you. * 
EXE, NEW KRYPTON - MOMENTS LATER an 


The seaplane safely soars away. 
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GRIERA DROPS DoW. TO Superman, soaring over. the landscape. 
it's eerily faniliar, almost identical to the renains of 
Kzypton. 


Confused and awestruck, he swoops tovards the center of the 
structure. Tt too is familiar. [k's the size of an arena, 
with CRYSTAL MONOLITHS arranged in a circle, In the center, 
rests a structure reseabling the FORTRESS OF SOLITUDE, Next 
fo it is IEX’S HELICOPTER. Empty. 


EXE, NEW KRYPTON’ VALLEY OF ELDERS - CONTINUOUS 272 


OOH. Superman lands hard, staring upward. This place is 
also familiar, It's an exéct ceproduction of the! Kryptonian 
VALLEY OF ELDERS. Osly the family crests are missing. 


But unlike the ruins, this place feels like it could be 
full of lige -— what“he hoped to find when he went to 
Krypton. A ghostly vind makes it even more unnerving. ‘Then, 
Superman hears sonething else in the wind, coming fron 
inside tho structure: a VoIcs, Paine, but famiiiar. Naybo 
JOR-EL? LARA? Tt‘s joined by other ghostly whispers before 
Snother familiar voice calls out? 


LEX_(0.8-} 
See anything faniliar? 


REVEAL: Lox standing at the top of a staircase that leads 
toa new fortrags. Fitty is with him. 


SUPERNAN 


E soo an old man's eiok Joke 


Superman ascends the stairs and sees Riley's cancorder 
focused on him. Annoyed, he focuses and NELTS THE CANERA 
WITH HIS HEAT VISION. Bot sonething is wrong. Superman 
realizes his powers are somehow weaker. ile’s begianing to 
Seat. Lex notices. 


ex 
Really? Bucalige £ see ny coy 
aparthent. Aad a space for sity, 
ahd ay friends, and that one? 
there’ r/ll reat one. 

(beat) 
No, you'r right. Tt is a Little 
cold. A little... alien. 1 needs 
that “bunan touch! 


Superman and Lex stare at each other. Face to face. 


SUPERMAN 
1 don’t have tine for this, 
Luthor. You have somathing’ that 
belongs to me. 
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Superian starts to pass him when LEX PUNCHES HIM ACROSS THE 
SAGE. RHAN! ‘The Man of Steel falls, reeling in PAIN. 


TWD. SEA PLANE ~ SAME TIME 273 


Richard is at the controls. Lois lays in a seat next to 
Jason. He caresses her gently. 


JASON 
Wake up, mommy. wake up. 


HER EYES SPRING OPEN. She gasps, looks around, startled. 


RICHARD 
ley. It’s alright. We're safe. 


Lois looks out the window, realizes they're flying. 


ors 
How. 

RICHARD 
Superman. 

LoTs 


Where is he?! 


RICHARD 
He went back to stop Luthor. 


tois’ eves widen in horror, resetbering the kryptonite. 


2018 
Richard, we have to turn around, 
RICHARD 
what?! 
LOIS 


urn the plane around. Please. 


Richacd looks at her, then at Jagon. Jason nods in 


Bereenent =~ and a decision is made between the three of 
thea. 
EXT. NEW KRYPTON - VALLEY OF ELDERS 274 


1x 
Kryptonite. You're asking 
yourself "how?”. 

(Jooks around) 
Dida’ s "your ded ever toll you to 
look before you leap? 


Superman focuses, and using his x-ray vision, sees what Lex 
is talking about. 
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X-RAY VISION FOV! IN THE GROUND AND WALLS are pockets and 
veins of kryptonite, grovths that occurred when the crystal 
grew through the keyptonite shard. 


EBX (coNt’D) 
crystals are amazing aren’t they? 


WHAML Lex kicks him. 


ERE. (conr’D) 
They inherit the traits of the 
minerals around then. 


WAM! Lex kicks him again. 
Ex (CONT’D) 
Sort of like a son inheriting the 
Eraits of his Zather. 
waa 
LEX_(CONT’D) 


Look buddy, we sen: you there to 
die, but ya" had to Come back. 


Superman looks at Lex, his expression turning fron agony to 
realization. 


LEX (conr'D) 

Oh yeah. All those photos? Those 

Stories about Krypton still 
(beat) 7 

and him. 


ANGLE ON: Stanford. 


Lex (cowr’D) 

‘Thankfully the press doesn’t 

check facts like they used to. 
(beat) 

Hey, you took away five years of 

ny Life. T just returned the 

favor. 


Lex tries to kick him again, but Superman GRABS HIS ANKLE 
and twists it, about to yank hin to the ground. 


gyddenly, RILEY grabs Superman and PICKS #4 UP, and hurls 
him against a wail, shattering crystal outgrowths. Lex’s 
men surround the fallen hero lixe a pack of hungry wolves. 
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GRANT delivers a swift punch to his jay. Superman lunges, 
struggling to fight back, but it’s futile, and they proceed 
£0 beat hin like a normal man. 


Kitty flinches, covers her eyes. Tt's brutal. 


279 


RED SUM - Dougherty & Ha 


2 07/31/05 2nD CHERRY REVESIONS qai. 


‘As Superman crawls to the edge of a steep cliff, Lex 
reaches into his pocket, and pulls out THE KRYPTONITE SHARD 
chipped from the meteorite. 


FROU OVERNEAD, we see the drop is stesp, almost endless. 
Superman peers over the edge. He suddenly SCREAMS IN PAIN, 
ARCHING BACKWARDS. 


BEHIND SUPERMAN 


Lex has stabbed the kryptonite shard deep inte Superman's 
back. CRACK! Lex breaks the shard off, leaving most of it 
inside the wound. A strange pulse of green light floxs into 
Superman's body. 


LEX (CONT'D) 
(whispers) 
Wow, fly. 
Lex steps back, watching Superman die. 


Superman looks down the cliffside behind him. This is the 
moment. Then -- 42 LEAPS OFF TAB EDGE. 


EXT. NEW KRYPTON - CLIFFSIDE - CONTINUOUS 278 
je tumbles head over heel, dropping hundreds of feet. 

EXP. NEW KRYPTON ~ VALLEY OF ELDERS 276 
Lex stands at the edge of the cliff, staring down. 

EXT. UNDERWATER - CONTINUOUS 207 
SPLASH! Superman plunges into the water, sinking deep. 
Tumbling and spinning, Supernan opens his eyas, 

disoriented. Crystals are growing towards him from avery 
Givection. Sualler shards float in the water, All GLOWING 
GREEN froa Kryptonite, He tries swirning to the surface, 

But he’s too weak. He's trapped. 


ANGLE ON: the shard erbedded in his back. He tries to reach 
it, bat can’t. 


He opens his mouth in a silent scream. He’s struggling to 
stay alive. A fresh of crystal walls aze closing in around 
him, over him. Tt’s Like a tomb. 

INT. SEA PLANE - SAME TIME 219 


Richard pilots towards the massive growing continent, when 
Jason Looks out the window, pointing down at the water. 
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aasoH 


there. 


He turne to Lois. Beat. She can’t see anything. 


ors 
You're sure? 


Jason nods. He's certain. 
EXT. UNDERWATER - SAME TINE, 280 


ONE LAST BUBBLE escapes fron Supezman’s qouth. He stops 
roving. Lifeless. Sinking. Disappearing into the darkness. 


Suddenly -- V#00SH -- from above, we hear the sound of 
Something approaching and see thé PONTOONS of the seaplane 
fear across the surface of the water. 


INT. SER PLANE - MOMENTS LATER 2808 


he plane stops. Richard renoves his seatbelt when he turns 
£0 see Lois THROW THE DOOR OPEN. 


RICHARD 
nat are you doing?? 


she jumps into the water. 
EXT. UNDERWATER - SAME TIME asus 


CLOSE ON: SUPERMAN’S HAND, listlessly reaching upwards as 
if trying to grab hold of sonething. Tt slowly sinks, 


descending out of frame, his RED CAPE trailing behind. 
Suddenly. 


ANOTHER HAND GRABS THE CAPE and pulls it tight. 
EXT. SEA PLANE ~ CONTINUOUS 281 


‘che plane rests on the surface. Richard and Jason anxiously 
stare at ‘the water. Beat. LOIS SURFACES, gasping for air. 


She bas Superman wrapped in her arms. Richard rushes to 
help. 
WE, SEA PLANE - SAME TIME 282 


tois cradies Supernan. sho slaps him, trying to wake hin 
up, His eyes are rolled back. He’s dyiag. ‘J 


ors 
Wake up! Cone on! Wake up! 


RICHARD is at the controls, desperately trying to gat the 
plane in the air. 
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284 EXT. NEW KRYPTON - CANYON 224 
wecilet gets te averves? barely doing mote cares 
Structures rising ow of the water 

205 TT, SEA PLANE - SANE THE 285 
Superman slowly starts to avaken, ranbling.. 

SUPERUAK 


Kryptonite... there’s Keyptonite 
in Ehe crystals. ia 
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Lors 
Wwe have to get him avay from 
here! 


RICHARD 
I’m trying! The water’s too 
choppy and he’s too heavy. 


‘Through the window, Richard sees the crystals in front of 
Thea dre closing in fast -- Due there's still soon te make 
ie through. Bis eyes widen. 


RICHARD (CON?*D) 
SEAT BELTS! 


Jason straps in. 
EXE, NEW KRYPION - CANYON 286 
‘che plane makes it just between the crystals but then we 


Fealize they're at the top of a giant WATEREALL ~~ the 
structure has risen a thousand feet higher. 


‘They PLUMMET straight downward towards the OCEAN, 


issbut just before the plane hits the water below, IT 
GAICHES THE ATR AND PULLS UP, safely soaring into’ the sky. 


INT. SEA PLANE 287 


feeling something in gupernan’s back, Lois pulls his cape 
Seay, REVEALING! ‘THE STAS HOUND. She’can see the proxen 
Ghatd still enbedded near his spine. dorrified, she looks 
for something to pull it out with. 


LOTS. 
Richard, I need plicrs! 


RICHARD 
Theze’s a toolbox under the seat! 


She spots the toolbox and funbles it open. Various tools 
Spill over the floor, including a pair of NEEDLE-NOsE 
PLIERS. 


kois nervously stares at the wound, then inserts the 
pliers,” trying to get a grasp on the shard. It's aot easy. 
Pinaliy, she feels it, and pulls the pliers out-— revealing 
the kryptonize. There is no blood ~-~ it’s more like a 
burn. Lois opens the door and throws the kryptonite from 
the plane. 


EXT. SKY - SAME TIME 288 


WB FOLLOW the shard from the sky until it finally splashes 
into the water below. 
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288A EXT. METROPOLIS COAST - SAME TIME 288A, 


A gathering crowd stares at the horizon. They can see STORM 
cLOuDS in the distance, spreading towards then. 


2888 OMTETED 2885 
289 INT, SEA PLANE ~ SAME TIME 288 


Guperman opone hie eyes to acc everyone staring. He/e weak, 
but regaining Ais strength. 


SUPERMAN 
How did you find mez 


Lors 
You're hurt. 


SUPERMAN 
Tl be alright. 
(te Richard) 
{HORE} 
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SUPERMAN (CONT'D) 
You promised you wouldn’t cone 
backs You Lied. 


RICHARD 
i/m not you. T can do that. 


Supernan OPENS THE DOOR. WIND pours into the plane. 
SUPERNAN 
1 have to go back. 
Is 
No! You'll die if you go back! 
‘They lock eyes. Longing. Uncertain. Frightened, 
SUPERMAN 
Goodbye, Lois. 
And with that, Superman leans back, and VWOOSII-- he’s gone. 
EXE. SKY - CONTINUOUS 290 


FROH OVERHEAD, he fully, sees the extent of the danage, New 
Krypton is bege and still expanding. 


Superpan flies high into the air, through the storm clouds, 
entering the stratosphere. 


EXT. SPACE ~ CONTINUOUS 291 


WARES SUNLIGHT vashes over him. He almost seems to bask in 
Te%for a dosent, as a1 regaining nis serengen. une carta 2s 
far below. Then; he arches backward and DIVES STRAIGHT 


Superman re-enters the atrosphere with such speed and power 
that the air around him IGNITES, glowing brightly. He 
Gontinues diving downward, and as he does, A RIPPLE OF HEAT 
VISION blasts from his eyes. 


EXE. SKY - CONTINUOUS 292 


;.,and vaporizes A CLOUD BANK. VWOOSit Superman soars 
through --"A second later, hig HEAT VISION hits 


EXT. OCEAN SURFACE - CONTINUOUS 2928 


-.-the ocean gurface. It starts to BUBBLE and MIST just as 
he’ plunges into the sea. 


EXP. UNDER THE OCEAN - contINUOUS 293 


fle travels the speed of sound through the murky water, 
towards the ocean floor. Using his heat vision to melt th 
rocky earth into Liquid’magna, he blasts into the ground, 
disappearing. 
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A huge cloud of sand and dirt is kicked up, then instantly 
Sucked into the hole Superman left behind. ‘seat. 


224 EXP. OCEAN FLOOR - SAME TOE 294 
CRACK! Massive RIFTS appear in the ground around the 
crystal structure. Ceysers of bubbles and, gas explode fron 
the crevices as the ocean floor is literally SPLIT OPEN. 
2948 INE, NEW KRYPTON:— FORTRESS - Te 294A 
ex's men ave huddled together playing cards. Gazing at the 


Other Reyptonian crystals, Lox clips cigar —- tritmphant 
But just as he's abeut t0'light dee 


KITTY (0.5.) 
Ie's Leaking. 


He turns to see Kitty standing under her unbrella, 
shielding herself from ssall drops of water failing fron 
the ceiling, 


3 15x 
Leaking? 
(beat) 

Kitty -- I kill superman and 

create all of this, and the only 

thing you can say to me is —— 

"it's leaking? 
Beat. She looks at the Kryptonian crystals, wary. 

KITTY 
Are billions of people really 
going to die? 


He lights the cigar. 


LEX 
Yes. 
‘They suddenly feel the entire structure JOLT. Pieces of 
debris fall. 
295 EXT, NEW KRYPTON - SME TIME 295, 


Lex and the others exit the fortress and look around to see 
‘the horizon moving. They quickly realize the entire land 
mass is rising into the air. ONE OF THE MONOLITUS starts to 
rack. 


xizry 
Lex, what's happening?! 


‘THE MONOLITH cracks and tips over. Lex and the others 
gorenble out of tho way jubt as it CRASHES dovn onto the 
fortres. 


Lax 
Gov to the helicopter! Now 
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xisTy, 
But our stuff-— 


Lex 
LEAVE IT! Leave everything! 


‘A second monolith waves and CRACKS, The thugs scramble to 
Get out of the way, and just as we think they're going to 


Boke st ©- it suagies directiy on top of then. They‘re 
GONE. 
INE. LEX’S HELICOPTER - SAME TIME 296 


Lex and Kitty clisb into the helicopter. 


1x 
Here! 


He hands her the case of crystals, freeing himself to start 
the engines. She stares at the case with a look of 
Gnceresiney and apprehension, which then Becones A NONSNT 
OF DECISION. 


With Lex distracted, Kitty quickly dumps the crystals out 
the door. It seans 1ike an accident. 


hex looks at her -- and at the crystals scattered outside. 


KITTY 
cops. 


infuriated, Lex is about to clinb back out wnen ne spots: 
RACKS AND FISSURES forming under the chopper, threatening 
€o swallow then at any moment. They suddenly LURCH ané 
DROP. Too late. 


EXT. NEW KRYPTON ~ CANYON 297 


‘The ground under the chopper crumbles away, and it 

disappears into a gaping chasm. Beat. VWROQOOM! A second 

later, the helicopter cones #lying out, safely soaring into 
‘sky. 


INE, LEX’S HELICOPTER 298 


Lex is staring out the window in a forlorn daze. Belov, he 
Watches in horror as Kew Krypton rises out of the water. 


EXT. OCEAN SURFACE ~ SAME TIME 299 


ttuge waves ripple outward as the land mass rises higher. 
Tes base finally breaks the surface, encased in a massive 
Shunk of brown, rocky, earth. We track along this stony | 
Sroot", until we find’ SUPERMAN -- a nere speck under, + 
agseivé structire, but managing 0 hold the entire thing 
aloft. 
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INT, SEA PLANE - SANE TINE 300 
LOIS, RICHARD, and JASON watch from the plane, stunned. 
EXT. METROPOLIS COAST - SAME TIME 3008, 


People on the coastline stare into the sky. Fron 
looks as if the giant mass is just FLOATING in mid-air. 


ourtrep “ 3008, 
EXP. UNDER NEW KRYPTON — SAME TIME 301 


CLOSE ON: SUPERMAN, pushing it into the sky, summoning 211 
of his strength. This is the hardest thing he’s ever done. 


WIDER. Water cascades. Giant chunks of earth start to break 
Off, splashing into the ocean. ag they do, something 
strange becomes visible -- the faint glow of KRYPTONITE. 


More rocks fall away, revealing deeper layers of 
Kryptonite. The glow becomes moze intense, as bright as 
what Supernan saw in the renains of Krypton, 


CLOSE OW SUPERMAN, He cringes, crying out in agony, almost 
losing his grip, but he pushes higher into the storm 
clouds. 


EXE. SPACE ~ OVER EARTH - CoNETNUOUS 303 


NILES above Earth, Superman enters space, and with every 
hurls tew Krypton into spice. 


After a monent, Superman closes his eyes, and leans back. 
But instead of flying back to Earth, we realize that he's 
FALLING. Unconscious. Picking up speed, plummeting faster 
and faster, V#00SH! The air around him ignites Saicar 
ORANGE. 


EXT, METROPOLIS, STREETS ~ MOMENTS LATER 308 


THE LIGHT illuminates the sky over the city. People point 
and stare, terrified. A GLOWING STREAK tearé through the 
elouds. 

EXT. METROPOLIS PARK - CONTINUOUS 305 


and CRASHES into a park, THE MASSIVE EXPLOSION knocks 
over trees, and sends debris hundreds of feet into the air. 


EXE. MBTROPOLIS PARK ~ MOMENTS LATER 307 


It’s quiet. Snoke and steam rise from the scorched crater. 
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308 EXT. CRATER ~ MOMENTS LATER 308 


FROM WITHIN THE CRATER, we look up at its edge. Through the 
smoke, we see A COP peéring down. Another person joins him. 
Then Suother. Soon the entire edge is filled with people. 


cor 
oh my God. 
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FROM ABOVE 


We sce the crater in its entirety, and laying in its center 
is SUPERMAK. Sprawied on his back. Body bruised. Not 
moving. More people gather, staring down at their £1 

savior. A long, quiet beat before—— 


DOUBLE DOORS BURST OPEN. 
309 TNE, METROPOLIS GENERAL — CORRIDOR - LATER 209 


TO PARAMEDICS push a gurney followed by an escort of 
POLICE. Like any man, cur hero is being rushed into a 
hospital. A DOCTOR and TWO NURSES hurry to meet then. 


PARAMEDIC 
Breathing becane shallow in 
transit. Can“t get a blood 
pressure reading, but heart 
Fate's less than thirt} 


310 INP, METROPOLTS GENERAL - TRAUMA ROOM ~ MOMENTS LATER 310 


A nurse tries to renove Superman's shirt. It won't cone 
off. The doctor reaches under Ais capo, near the shoslder. 
And with a faint CLICK: 


pocToR 
I think I got it. 


aothey remove the shirt, exposing his bare chest. The 


DocTOR (cowr’D) 
Penetrating stab wound to right 
side of back. No herorrhage. 
‘The nurses attach EKGs. The Line on the screen is flat. 


NURSE 
Flatlinet 


‘ pocroR 
Give him an epinephrine one 
milligram 1.V. push! 


ghe nurse tries to insert the NEEDLE into his arm. Tt 


pocTOR (coxT’D) 

Shock at two-hundred! 
NURSE 

Is that enough? He’s not... 

fnunan- 


‘he doctor takes a breath, pauses... thinking. 
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ocToR 
Alright, charge to three-sixty... 


‘THE DOCTOR places defibrillator paddies on Superman's 
chest. 
Doctor (conr*D) 
cleart 


ZAP! THE PADDLES CRACKLE WITH ELECTRICITY. Lights flicker. 
‘The defibrillator sparks and snokes, dest! Beat. 


aaa 


312 
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PUSH IN ON: The doctor, staring at the offscreen heart 
monitor. 


Silence, then... BEEP! 
SMASH CUT TO: 
‘SUPERIAN 1S DEAD. aan 


‘The Daily Planet headline fille the frame. Beneath it is 
Jimmy's photo of Superman holding up the daily Planet 
globe. 


INT. DAILY PLANET - PERRY'S OFFICE ~ THE NEXT DAY 312 


But it’s just a printed mock-up. Perry looks it over. In 
his other hand is ANOTHER NOCK“UP. It reads “SUPERMAN 
LIVES". Richard looks at the headline, uneasy. 


RICHARD, 
It's kind of morbid, Perry. 


PERRY 
(solemn) 
Always be prepared. 


Richard looks out to the bullpen -~ at LOIS at her desk. 


PERRY (CONT'D) 
How is she? 


ANE. DATLY PLANET ~ BULLPEN - DAY 313 


Work crews are cleaning up debris. other than Tvs and 
phones, there’s little noise. gason sits ina chair across 
from Lois’ desk. ier face is blank, enotionless. A DOCUMENT 
ig oper on her screen, but it’s blank. she looks up, 
catches sone of the staff staring. IVs are blaring 


Ww A 

still reeling from the shock 
Of" geologic disturbance in the 
mid-aflantic. .. 


Lois closes her eyes, trying to shut out the noise and hold 
back tears. A HAND gently touches her arm. It's gason. Lois 
stiles and'tendorly Auge bin. 

Richard approaches. she tries hiding her tears. 


RICHARD 
Lois? 


vrs 
Yeah? 
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RICHARD. 
We can leave whenever you're 
ready. I'mean, you don’t have to 
be here. 


ors. 
Where else would I be? 


Richard looks up at a searby TY. Hinting. Lois looks up. 


REPORTER (OX TV) 
secthe world waits as Superman 
EGaains in critical condition at 
Metropolis General. Police hava 
surrounded the area 


RICHARD 
2 could drive. 


she looks at him, uncertain. Perry walks out of his office. 


PERRY 
Gil, what's the story on that big 
chudk of whatever-ie-was Superman 
pulled out of the ocean? 


om, 
Well, astrononers say it settled 

into’ orbit somewhere between Mars 

and Jupiter. Supposedly, it’s 

laced with kxyptonite and still * 


‘grasa * 


PERRY 
But what are we calling it? 


cm, 
Planet Ten. 


PERRY 

fell that’s a terrible idea. 
(spots Yois) 

tois, what do you think? 


Beat. Lois looks at Richard. Considering. Finally, she 
grabs her coat and takes Jason's hand. Ready to go. 


Lors 

Z don’t know, Perry. Call it, 

tiew Krypton. * 
PERRY 

New Krypton. Gil, run with it. * 


Where are you tO going? * 
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ons 130. 


ors 
0 the hospital. 


om 
Is that Krypton with a CRI? 


Jimy walks by, taking off a jacket. 


aay. 
I'd be careful down there, Miss 
Tane. 1€/3 a mad house. 


314 EXT. METROPOLIS GENERAL - DAY 314 


THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE surround the hospital, overflowing into 
the street: fans, mourners, press, and cults of people 
DRESSED IN THE 8: Candles have becn lit. Prayers whispered. 
Cops try to keep things under control. 


319A INP, CAR ~ DAY 314, 


Lois, Richard, and Jason stare out at the throngs of 
people. The hospital is just ahead, bat they're not moving. 


RICHARD 
So much for parking. 


Lozs 


It's okay. T can walk. Think T 
can get in? 


RICHARD 
you're Lois Lane They‘11 let you 
gJasoN 


Z vant to go with Mommy. 


Beat. Lois looks to Richard. He nods. Richard can tell this 
isn’t going to be easy for Lois, and hugs her tight. 


RICKARD 
(whispers) 
We did everything we could. 
A tear falls from her eye. 


RICHARD (CONT'D) 
3/11 be right here. 


3145 EXT. METROPOLIS GENERAL - MOMENTS LATER 3148 


LOIS and JASON work their vay through the crowd, towards 
the hospital entrance. 


ans 
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INT. METROPOLIS GENERAL ~ CORRIDORS 315 


ois and Jason walk down a long corridor with A pocror. 
‘The walk Seems endless for her, but she does her best. 
People stare as she passes. She's quite the celebrity. 


Finally, they approach a reception ares guarded by two 


‘officers. 


poctor 


‘vhis way, miss Lane. 


she starts to sove 
doctor is gesturin. 
door. Lois pauses 
door: 


forvard, but then realizes that the 
‘to his’ right, to a sinple hospital room 
for a monent, uncertain, and opens the 


316 
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INE. METROPOLIS GENERAL - SUPERMAN'S ROOM 316 


they nervously step inside. she stares at the, floor for a 
nonent, then looks up and almost gasps when she sees 
SUPERMAN, laying in a hospital bed. Unconscious. Hooked up 
only to & heart nonitor. Lois tries to hold it together. 


LOIS. 
Could we have a minute, alone? 
+ pocTOR 
of course. 
lie leaves. The door closes. Lois and Jason stand quietly * 
across from the bed, staring at Superman. * 
gasoN 
Ie he going £0 get better? 
Los 
T don't know. 
JASON 


I want him to. I Like him. 


Lo1s 
te too. 


She steps closer, trying to find words. It’s not easy. 


OTS (coNT’D) 


Can. + can you hear me? They say 
Sométines when people are ia.e+ 
Nevermind. 


No angwer. Just the beep of the heart monitor. Byes 
brimming with tears, Lois finally approaches his bedside. 


LOIS, (CONT'D) 
‘There's something... something T 
need to tell you. 


Lois bends dowa and WHISPERS something into Superman’s ear 
‘that we cannot hear. 


on the other side of a half-drawn curtain, Jason approaches 
Supernan’s neatly folded suit and runs his fingers over the 


enblem. He looks up. * 
PUSH IN ON: Jason, watching his mother divulge the biggest + 
secret of their lives. He doesn’t know waat she’s saying, 2 
but knows it is important. * 


Lois finishes whispering. Leans closer. Closer, shuts her 
eyes ard kisses him, It's tender. Everything she 
Pemenbered. 


She pulls away, tears streaning. she looks at the heart 
monitor, maybe’ hoping the kiss would bring hin back. But 
‘there’s"no change. No magic awakening. 


a 


a8 
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overwhelmed, Lois wipes avay her tears and stands up. she 
opens che cirtains, chen gently takes Jason’s hand. 


LOIS (CONT'D) 
‘come on, honey. 


‘They start for the door, waen Jason breaks free, toddles 
back to the bed, and kisses Superman cn the forehead. Lois’ 
heart Dreake. Jason runs back, and they walk out the door. 


EXE, NETROPOLTS GENERAL - MOMENTS LATER ay 


Lois and Jason walk out of the hospital and look over the 
Sea of people-- all staring at WSR. FLASH! A catera snaps 
their photo. MICROPHONES are shoved in her face. Reporters 


REPORTER #1 
hiss Lane, what did he look like? 


REPORTER £2 
pid he eay anything? T= he going 
to make it? 


‘The police clear a path for Lois and Jason. she passes @ 
familiar face in the crowd ~~ MARTHA KENT, standing with 
BEN HUBBARD, Martha watches Lois leave, then anxiously 
staxes up at the hospital. 


EXT. ISLAND - SUNSET aie 


Kaves wash over ‘Tao PRDICURED FEET, standing on a rocky. 
felch. Bhay Belang ta PTPhY LOUBTaKT “Sha atares mae At the 
ocean. It’s alrost peaceful. Almost. A FURTOUS SIRIEK 
pierces the calm. It's Lex, angrily hurling a coconut into 
Rhe water. 


xrrry 
Lex, we only have six of those. 


LEX 
Six? 81X71 T'd trade three 
hundred thousand coconuts and 
every drop of your blood for ONE 
‘QUART-- OF GASOLINE! 
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RACK FOCUS to the helicopter on the beach. It’s not much, 
but Lex finally has his island. Kitty rolie her eyes, 100ks 
dowa at her feet. She has drawn a huge ‘8’ enblem inthe 
Sand. A large wave washes over it. 


KITTY 
Lex? 

Ex 
what, Kitty? 


Lex turns, sees a worried look on her face. 


Krrry 
+ think the tide’s coming in. 


Lex closes his eyes, sirmers with rage. Can it get any 
worse? 


INT, METROPOLIS HOSPITAL, CORRIDOR - NIGHT aig 


AWIRSE doing her rounds walks down the guarded hallway. 
She approaches the coor to Superman’s room. A cop opens it. 


ANE, METROPOLIS HOSPITAL, SUPERMAN'S ROOM - CONTINUOUS 320 
‘he nurse eaters, glancing over a chart. she approactes 
Superman’s bed, {ooks up, and freezes in her tracks. The 
bed is enpty. She looks at the chair. The suit is gone, 


‘The nurse rushes to the window and opens the blinds. The 
Window is OPEN. She gasps, 


INT. LOTS LANE'S HOUSE - BEDROOM - PRE-DAW 321 


A BEDSIDE CLOCK reads SAM. Richard sleeps soundly, but the 
other side of the bed is engty. 


INT, LOIS LANE’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - SRE TIME 322 
Lois types on her laptop. Oly the title can be seent 
“WBY THR WORLD NEEDS SUPERIRK, by Lois Lane” 


Overcone, Lois stops. She stares at A FRAMED PHOTO of her 
with Richard and Jason. Beat. Frustrated, she gets up. 


EX®, LOTS LANE'S HOUSE - BACK PORCH - MOMENTS LATER 323 


Lois pute a cigarette to her lips, flicks the lighter 
but the flane dies. She looks around, puzzled. Nothing. 
She's alone. she flicks the lighter again and'the flere 
holds, but sho stops -— thinks twice. Heat. She drops the 
cigaratte, stomps it out. 
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IND, LOTS LANE’S HOUSE ~ JASON’S ROOM ~ NIGHT a24 


gagou sleeps quietly in his room. There is a soft breeze, 
nd we can barely sake out A FIGURE standing in the 
Shadows. It’s almost ominous, until the figure steps into 
‘the moonlight: 


Superman. Healed, Standing tall. He looks down at Jason for 
e'Fony noment, fiybe thinking about what to says then ne 
Guiot ly approsches and kneels by the bed, watching eho boy 
Sleeping Soundiy. Finally, the vords coné to Aine 


SUPERMAN 
You will be different. You will 
sometines feel like an outcast. 
But you will not be alone. You 
will never be alone. 


‘hey’re the sane words his father once said to him, long 
ago 
SUPERMAN (CONT’D) 
You will make my strength yoar 
om, see my Life through your 
5, a5 your life will be seen 

shrotgh mine. Tae son hecones the 

father, and the father... becomes 

the son. 


Beat. Superman gently touches Jason's head, and the boy 
starts to waken, His eyes flutter open, and he looks up. 


superman is gone. Jagon sits up and turns to the window, 
but only finds cartains blowing in the wind. 


EX. LOIS LANE’S HOUSE - BACK PORCH - SAME TIME 325 


Lois looks up to see SUPERMAN, hovering over the water in 
front of her. They gaze at each other. 


SUPERMAN 
Thank you, Lois. 


ears well in her eyes, struggling for something to say. 


SUPERMAN (CONT'D) 
revs alright. 


It’s what she’s wanted and needed to hear for years. 


Suddenly, Superman looks up at the house. Lois follows his 
gaze and’ turns to see Jason watching then from the window. 


Superman and Lois both leok at him, then back to each 
other. 


ors 


Will we still see you... around? 
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SUPERMAN 
i'm always around. Goodnight, 
Lois. 


She gently eriles, watching as Superman rises up and 
Gisappears into the clovds: 


EXT. SPACE - DAW 326 
In the tradition of films past, Superman flies into the 
heavens. He smiles at us, then’turns and soars toward the 
sunrise, A magnificent dawa breaks, casting a warm glow 

over the planet. 

Our greatest protector is finally hone. 


‘HE END 


